On The Blink With The ee Bell And The Butterfly 


Supervillains Suffer In The Nauts Must Die! 
Luke Doucet Makes Guitars Cool Again 
The Roost’s Final Crow 
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SMOKE-FREE FLAME-FREE SPIT-FREE 





of tobacco that has been used in Sweder jase | Me 
y ¥ TODAaCCC it nas bee sed in Sweden His CREE UNE 
. for many years. SNUS is a smoke-free pouch, which is FSGS 


neither chev 





i nor spat. Our pasteurized tobacco SNUS 





is available at selected tobacco retailers today. 





¢uMAURIER du euMAURIER du 
teal 


THIS PRODUCT IS HIGHLY ADDICTIVE 


CE PRODUIT CREE UNE FORTE DEPENDANCE 
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MONDAY 


= | BBC WORLD SERVICE 


listener supported, campus based community radio 





WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


D | BBC World Service updates weekdays at 8am, 9am, noon, and 7pm, on weekends at 2pm 


YOUR MONDAY 
MORNING 
WAKE-UP CALL 
Jessica 


MUSICAL TAPAS 
Kristina 


THE CUTENESS 
QUOTIENT 
David 


THE RHYTHM 
METHOD 
Dwayne 


RANSOM RADIO 
Craig D 


= BORROWED TUNES 
Joel 


ONE HOUR TO 
MADNESS & JOY 
Tony 


BASS CULTURE 
Mick Sleeper 


MAKIN’ WHOOPEE 
Chad & Colin 


FULL ENGLISH 
BREAKFAST 
Peter Chapman 


CLOCKWORK 
ORANGE JUICE 
Moose Brothers 


PUTER IN D 
FOR DANGLE 
June 


PRAIRIE GAUCHO 
Idris 


ROVING ROUTES 
Yovella 


GET SOME WEST 
Babe Lloyd 


WORDS ON RADIO 


Arts 


THE IPSO FACTORY 
Buster Friendly 


Litefar 


MAKING CONTACT 


Progressive Documentaries 


FRIDAY 


CRYSTALIZATION 
Crystal 


ACIMOWIN 
Phoenix 


MATH ROCKS 
Jill 





Don Bachanan with 
RIDIN’ THE DAYLINER 


THE BARCLAY HOUR 
Sheri Barclay 


TRAINING SPACES = 
a 


bes 


YOU'RE SOAKING 
IN IT! 


TELL IT LIKE IT ISN'T djwetspot 


LYDIA LUNCH’S 
PANTY HOSE 
Jamie & Oliver 


= 20th CENTURY CHARLES 
& DICKENS EXPERIENCE 
Miss Manner 


THE ‘68 
COMEBACK SPECIAL 
Tom & Craig 


TERRA INFORMA 
Local Environmental 


RADIO OUTPOST 
Engaged Travel 


YOUTH MENACE 
Youth Justice 


COUNTERSPIN 
© Countering Media Spin |= 


RISE UP: RADIO FREE 
EDMONTON 
Alberta Politics 


CATCH THE WAVE 
Youth Radio 
from Vic Comp 


THE TERRORDOME: 
The All-World Afrika 
News Service 


2 NEWS AND MUSIC BY 
AND FOR THE GLBT 
COMMUNITIES 
Tam 


PRAIRIE PICKIN’ 
Doug & Rob 


AUDIOPHILIA 
MEMORABILIA 
Julie 
ALTERNATING WEEKS 
ECLECTIC MUSIC with 
Vicky 
WITCHING HOUR __ 

Scorpia 


= CALLING ALL BLUES 
a 
in Grant Stovel 


ASIKO PHANTOM 
PYRAMID 
Minister Faust & 
Bongbiemi 


= 
e THE SOUNDS OF 
FOLKWAYS 
Aaron L & Farris 


= NECROTECHS 


Gio unite 


FLYING SAUCER 
ROCK & ROLL 
Dan Electreau 


BETWEEN YESTERDAY} — 


AND TODAY 
Alana 


WITH 


DJ WITCH DocTor's | 


HOME REMEDY 


OTHER PEOPLE'S 
MUSIC. 
Al and Lawrence 
(EL) 


= !HISSLOT OPEN! 
_ CALL 492-2577 ext. 2 
FOR INFO 
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Shadow THE SHOE BOX 


Brian & Pete 


YOUR WEEKLY AA 
MEETING 


= THE EROTIC DANCER'S 
Adam & Aaron e 


GUIDE TO FINE MUSIC 
Al Burant 


MY SOUL 
Raven and Esper 


The Mikes & Sima 


JORDAN'S BAG 
OF TRICKS 
Jordan 


= ELECTRORPROLAPSE 


DJ Kuch a 
NIGHTCRAWLER 


PRESENTS 
Dj Nightcrawler 
and guests 


THIS SLOT IS OPEN 
CALL 492.2577 ext. 2 
FOR MORE INFO 


LUNCHTIME IN 
LUXEMBOURG 


Don and Heather THIS SLOT OPEN! 


CALL 492-2577 


LEGEN 


— Shared Show, with altemating hosts 
untry * CR — Cla: 
— Garage Rock « 


8 


GO — Gothice 





Rock (CJSR Style) * 0 
— Hip 


NEWS ROOM 
News Magazine 


= FAKE IT ‘TILL YA MAKE IT 
& Laura & Sarah 
SS eee 
ai a Enn 

iN 

= 25 TO LIFE 

o a Andy & Aaron 


HIT AND RUN RADIO 
Jay Hannley 


MOVING RADIO 
Film & Video 


= LIZA'S PILLS Heather 


© ALTERNATING WEEKS 
Q TRANSMISSIONS 
paranormal phone in 
show with 
Heather and Sinclair 


= SOUNDS UKRAINIAN 
Ln Lada 


FOURRE-TOUT 


CARIBBEAN 
CONNEXION 
DJ Ice man with soca 
and more (RG) 


RADIATION RULING 
THE NATION 
Matt 

ALTERED STATES 


The Professor 
& The Juggernaut 


= MIND COMPRESSION 
Limey 


MORE METAL AND 
OTHER ASSORTED 
LOUD MUSICS 


All pre 


\—Africane A 


Drum &B 
yp/ Urban « IF 
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SATURDAY 


BBC World Service 
New Show TBA 


wee 


A 
Com 


fe 


MUSICA NOVA 
Robin 


A 
Pp 


RESISTANCE 
Dave & Lex 


CATCH THE BEAT 
Cam 


BPM 
David Stone 


ELEKTRIK SEX 
TELEFON 
Eddie Lunchpail 


HOUSE 
UNDERGROUND FM 
DJ Xu 


PULSE FM 
MC Deadly & Pale Force 


FRESH TRACKS 
Mother Peace 


URBAN HANG 
SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 


EVIL PETTING ZOO 
DXL & Thero . 


8am 


10am 9am 


= 
o 
iN 
ea 


SUNDAY 


GET YOUR 
JAMMIES ON 
Mark 


VOICE OF ERITREA 


JAZZOLOGY 
Steve 


Fouressive wectures |— A SUNDAY BRUNCH IN 


NEPAL 


RAGAS & RHYTHMS 
Imran and Janine 





SIN FRONTERAS 
Sergio 


POLSKIE RADIO 
Bogdan 


ETHIOPIAN BISERAT 


ARRAGTIDE BEESHA 
Jaamac 


DREAM MACHINE 
Daniel Buxton 


THE SOUND OF MY 
OWN VOICE 
D. Jeffery Buchanan 


MELANCHOLY 
CACOPHONY 
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EDMONTON'S : 
FAVOURITE SOURCE ; 
OF GHOULISH CHILLS | 


PUBLISHER lox Ko 


Dilesniiasee gieatwes! (a 














EDITOR Kev 
ART DIRECTOR (t plisco geatuestea 
PROMOTIONS /SALES MANAGER Nhinjrraromeatvewe 2 PEWS UNITE THE FAR RIGHT 
Should the Tories fear a merger between the Wild Rose Party and the At- 
ASSISTANT EDITOR, MUSIC, BOOKS Matthew aid | mhalichn Glseo great berta Alliance? 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR, ARTS, FILM Paul Mat peakesta 
CITY LIFE AND LISTINGS EDITOR 8 COMMENTArY BABIES: THE GURGLING MENACE 


Don't let parental nagging or peer pressure push you towards the baby 
carriage. 


NEWS WRITER 
STAFF WRITER 
SALES esis sidike 





9 city life ROOST NO MORE 
The more inclusive bar culture fostered by the club ultimately led to 
wom — theinstitution’s demise. 


WEST; Kathy Sta 


PRONATIONS ss 


NATIONAL ADVERTISING Jar Froie Maw 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING () a | oprutkaGiseepreatwest a 


DISTRIBUTION MANAGER ociaistethebenscogeatvesta 15 FIUSIC DAD ROCK AIN'T BAD ROCK 
DISTRIBUTION ASSISTANTShanesennet Rising star Luke Doucet comes to terms with the ghosts of rock's 


PRODUCTION EDITOR ' past. 


CHILLS WITHOUTTHEGORE 
Juan Antonio Bayona tells us why! 
tale of a Spanish haunted house isn), 
horror film. Wi 
































25 ON SCICEN FADED GREENAWAY 
Metro Cinema dusts off two early films by one of arthouse cinema's 
great forgotten gameplayers. 


cw 
Christina Hapgith, Lon Mitchell, Kris Beardsworth 


see magazine w5: Limonter's sues wivanc entertanmment weekly 


of Great ‘Nest Newspapers Lerited Partnership and 





28. ATS VILLAINS WITHOUT PORTFOLIO 
The Amaze-o-Nauts Must Die! encourages you to root for the bad guys. 





31 SCX THEPRINCESS AND THE PENIS 
seemagazineisloatedat. My mother gave me Disney panties—is that perverted or what? 
#200, 10775 Jasper Avenue 


r | fimo Aber Te «= «JM TNE DACK ASSORTED GOODIES <a 
1.780) 09003 Comics, crossword, and more. LUKE DOUCET ; 
© Weekly Newspapers FAX (780) 4321102 He won't be embraced by the ‘in 
Association 


intelligentsia” but he's also not real: 
A \] Wiis AUDIT CIRCULATION 
www verifiedaudit.com 


for Nashville. 





e-mail:infofisee greatwest.a 
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RYAN HUGES, DR. SCIENTIST IN THE AMAZE-O-NAUITS MUST DIE! PAGE 28 4 4 IN OUR CULTURE, THESE SUPERHERO STORIES ARE LIKE OUR MYTHOLOGY, SO THERE’S SOMETHI 
SATISFYING ABOUT THE IDEA OF THESE FIGURES HAVING TO DEAL WITH THE SAME BULLSHIT | 0! 
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< NorQuest 
Get certified in five months or less! 


= + 99% employment rate 
Health Care Aide — ~ waiincminingcae soe a Quest w 


living, or home care 


Alberta’s Leader in Health =~ Lowtuition costs _ @ CareeF starts here. 


Care Aide Education ses towne Abeta dais ~ Apply now! Call (780) 644-6000 | 
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Unlimited Joy Mirah 


Unlimited $ 
Incoming Calls Ns 20 


package per month 
for 3 years 





> Unlimited incoming local calls 
> 50 weekday minutes + 50 bonus minutes 
> 1,000 weekend and evening minutes from 7 p.m. 








Bonus: unlimited local calls, text and picture messages 
for the first 3 months 








With 3-year Fido® Agreement 


ded network, thro 
‘arly cary 





RETAIL PARTNERS 








CELLULAR BABY PEPPER WIRELESS 

West Edmonton Mall Londonderry Mall - A =I 
OMEGACELL 

10376 78 Avenue a8 booth T-ELEVEN. WineLes$ 
Westmount Centre et www o2zwireless.com 
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 
Be 7 me) ( sanuarv03 ~ januaryO4 ( januarvO5 
| rockabilly | TROLE, cinema | THE 
|| ONTARIO'S RESIDENT DRAUGHTSMAN’S CONTRACT, 
|  ROCK-PUNK JUGGERNAUTS Peter Greenaway’s delicious 
| headline at The Pawn murder-mystery, plays at 
| Shop, with guests Raygun | Metro this week with A Zea 
|  Cowboys,andTheBenders. | | and Two Noughts. 
Back to the daily grind... 
Bublé at Reval, Jan 17 eae tinier abelbvn tole ees, back in the day. is > 
( yanuarvO6 ~~) { sanuaryO?  ( sanuarvOs JANUARYO JANUARYIO JANUARYII JANUARYIZ 
avant garde |oarr =| | orthodox christmas | music | WHODOESNT theatre | WORKSHOP theatre | BEDLAM rt | ARTISTS CATHERINE 
PUNK’S FIRST FEATURE | | | FORALL THEUKRAINIANS LOVEBLUERODEO? At the WEST PRESENTS COLLIN THEATRE CONCERN PRES- BECHARD AND SABIN HUDON 
FILM, THE EXPERIMENTAL | QUTTHERE. | | Jubilee. DOVLE'S THE MIGHTY ENTS THE AMAZE-O-NAUTS VISIT LATITUDE 53 to discuss 
ELECTROMA. One show only, CARLINS, runs through Jan MUST DIE! A comedic tale of their latest exhibit: Sonic 
today at Metro. . 28. At the Third Space. treachery at the Varscona Cubes. 
| Party Theatre. 
| free | THESYRIAN BRIDE, 
at the Stanley A. Milner 
library. 
me pif » \ \ 
: < oy oe : / 
JANUARYI3 JANUARYI4 JANUARYI5 JANUARYIG JANUARYIT 
madness | THEUOF check-up | (P'S BEEN unch | MCDOUGALL comedy | GEORGE 
A'S ANNUAL 10 DAYS OF TWO WEEKS SINCE NEW UNITED CHURCH HAS FREE CARLIN WAXES PHILOSOPHIC | 
MADNESS PLAYWRITING YEAR'S DAY—are you still on NOON HOUR CONCERTS ONRELIGION, POLITICS, 
FESTIVAL KICKS OFF TODAY. top of your resolutions? EVERY WEDNESDAY, bring a AND STUPID PEOPLE. At the 
| Readings, workshops, and snack and a friend or two for Jubilee Auditorium. 
| competitions run until your weekly dose of classical 
| . 
| Jan20. music. 
} The Kite Runner plays at the Princess. 














£ & NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR |TELEPROMPTER | PAGE29 ON MONDAY, THE ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CES TRADESHOW STARTS IN LAS VEGAS, 
WHICH OVERLAPS WITH THE ANNUAL ADULT ENTERTAINMENT EXPO. IF YOU EVER WANTED TO DO A BOYS’ WEEK IN VEGAS 
THIS IS THE WEEK—GADGETS AND PORN, AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE 


see magazine’s two week forecast of events in edmontor 
listings: newsoer: | city life ncn | new years <2 [musicre:0 | movies e33 | arts yess | 


10329 482 Ave “4939-39815 


This Week 


oT EDGHY 


DEC 31- JAN § 
Newt Week 


Around The Corner 
Bid James & The Plaunous 
EC. Scott 
Wild 7 And The Spirits 
Guibapmageddon! 
ghaun Verreauit, 
and Cu 
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EWS: PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - BY JEREMY KLAZUS | 209 words 


IN THE 2004 ELECTION, THE ALBERTA 
ALLIANCE TOOK 8.7 PER CENT OF THE 
POPULAR VOTE—JUST 1.5 PER CENT LESS THAN 





ringe Parties To Create 


OULD THE TORIES FEAR 
RGER ON THE RIGHT-WING 
Ss? 

















































=x = 
The Alberta Alliance Party and the 
Wildrose Party, two right-of-centre 
political parties, announced late last 
; gmonth that they plan on merging to 
orm the Wildrose Alliance Party—a 
move that could benefit the Alberta 
jberals in the next election, says a 
algary political scientist. 
“If this party gains any kind of mo- 
nentum, then it means that those 
otes will be taken away from the 
says the University of Cal- 
If there are a lot 


fories,” 
ary’s David Taras. “ 
close races... then that five or six 
er cent [taken by the Wildrose Al- 
lance] becomes decisive in perhaps 
lefeating a Tory candidate and allow- 
g the Liberals to push through in 
“Some places.” 

Kieran Leblanc, the Liberals’ ex- 
ecutive director and provincial cam- 
Paign manager, agrees her party 
jould benefit from the merger. “The 
Conservatives are the ones who 
ould be concerned, | would think, 
about the merger of these two par- 
ies, because it would take votes away 
om them,” she says. “It wouldn't 
€ votes away from us.” 

Alberta Alliance leader Paul Hin- 
an says the new party would be “a 
Me conservative alternative that's 
tting Alberta first.” 

“We already have a tough battle 
lead of us, and to be divided doesn’t 
é us any strength,” he says of the 
Pcoming election, which is expected 
appen this spring. “Divided we'll 
il. That's the bottom line... I think 
ll make a huge difference to see a 
ited front.” 

On December 30, the Alliance and 
drose parties sent letters to their 
embers alerting them to a meeting 
January 19 in Calgary. At the meet- 
§, members will yote on whether or 
the parties will merge. Hinman, 
@ Alberta Alliance's sole MLA, says 
expects his membership to vote in 
our. “We're basically going ahead 
® it is approved,” says Hinman, 
‘0 represents the southern Alberta 
ing of Cardston-Taber-Warner. 
nd I guess we'll cross that bridge 
t doesn't work. But [of] everybody 
€ talked to, 90 per cent are opti- 
Stic and excited about it.” (SEE 
agazine tried to contact Wildrose 
esident Rob James, but couldn't 


“‘Wildrose Alliance” Merger 


Right Wedding | The new Wildrose Alliance could take votes away from the Tories. TOM BAGLEY 


speak with him by press time.) 
Project Alberta, a small-c con- 
servative Internet message board, 
hummed with approval in the days 
following the announcement. One 
writer praised the possible end of 
a “useless duplication." The Wil- 
drose Party, which was founded last 
June, has very similar policies to the 
Alberta Alliance, which has been 
around since 2002. Both parties 
want to see more private health care, 
and both want lower taxes. The par- 
ties also vocally opposed hikes to the 
province's oil and gas royalty rates. 

- Since the Wildrose Party's birth in 
June, Hinman has expressed frustra- 
tion that the party didn't just join with 
his. “It doesn't make sense to me,” he 
told SEE Magazine in early Novem- 
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ber. “They want notoriety. They want 
to be famous—being the ones who did 
it. [That's] what I read between the 
lines.” Hinman also went on the of- 
tensive, calling the Wildrose Party's 
signature drive “deceptive” in the 
same interview. (The Wildrose Party 
needed to collect more than 6,000 
signatures to register as an official 
party with Elections Alberta—a feat 
the party accomplished last month.) 
A video on the Wildrose website en- 
couraged volunteers to avoid talking 
about what the party stands for while 
collecting signatures. 

James also had harsh words for 
the Alliance when SEE spoke to him 
in early November, saying the party 
wasn’t “resonating with Albertans in 
any way, shape or form.” However, 


_THE NDP, WHICH ELECTED FOUR MLAS 





Hinman is optimistic that the parties 
will be able to put aside their differ- 
ences and work together. “We've got 
to think about Alberta, not about our 
political parties,” he says. “The big 
picture is about Alberta, and needing 
to protect our prosperity and our op- 
portunity here in the province.” He 
sees the new party collecting more 
seats in the legislature in the next 
election. “The Liberals have been 
there,” he says. “The New Demo- 
crats have been there. And they don't 
have the answers that Albertans are 
looking for. So it won't be either one 
of those two. That means it's got to 
be a new party.” 






rious changes to Alberta's political 
landscape. “At this point [the merg- 
er] doesn’t add up to very much,” 
says Taras. “These are parties at the 
edges. I mean, this is the margins of 
the margins... The history is that 
these parties don’t go very far.” 

In the 2004 election, the Alberta 
Alliance took 8.7 per cent of the pop- 
ular vote—just 1.5 per cent less than 
the NDP, which elected four MLAs. 














~ Clockwork Orange Juice 7-8 a.m W's on CJSR 88.5 





| Workshop West Theatre 

| WW 2007-2008 Season ss 5 
www.workshopwest.org 

presents: 


John Wright 
Frederick Zbryski 
and James Hamilton 


in the world premiere of... 


The Might 
-Carlins 


Collin Doyle 


eee y 





ee eed (as 
“You'll never think of Mill Woods 
he y the same way again 


Januar 
10th-20t 


3rd Space 


11516 - 103 Street 


® .© 


DIRECTED BY 
Witt ieaeia 


SET & COSTUME DESIGN 
Snezana Pesic 


Tickets: 


Tix On The Square 
(780) 420-1757 
' www.tixonthesquare.ca 


LIGHTING DESIGN 
David Fraser 


SOUND DESIGN 
Darrin Hagen 


SP eraser orange are Byam 
=" @iionton GEE 
| 
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COMMENTARY - POPULATION EXPULSION (715 words 


Babies: The Gurgling Menace 


doomed relationship. And let's face 


OPINION IN EXILE EVERYWHERE 


HAVING KIDS IS NOT A GOOD it: reproduction is often a substitute 
WAY TO PROP UP YOUR SELF- for accomplishment. If you don't re- 
ESTEEM OR YOUR ECONOMIC alize your dreams, you can make a 
SYSTEM project of terrorizing your little one 





- re into fulfilling them for you. If you 
Something like a third of the world — want to make up for the past or try 
celebrated a birth on Tuesday, a to control the future, and you can't 
high holy day not only for Christi- face working on yourself, having a 
anity, but also for the much older _ kid may seem like a sensible alterna- 
tive 

As much as procreation cultists 
like to stick the “selfish” label on 
those not having kids, it’s very much 
the other way around. People will 
ask for concessions and changes in 
the name of their children that they 
would never dare ask for themselves 


worldwide cult of procreation. (Yes, 
I know Eastern Orthodox Christmas 
isn't until next month, so put the 
keyboard down.) 

€ven more awkward than a mis- 
placed “Merry Christmas” or “Hap- 
py Holidays” is figuring out what to 
say to the cult'’s initiates when they 
produce offspring. My idea of a baby One's own children become an ex- 
shower gift isabox of condomsanda —_cuse for insularity and for aban- 
stern lecture. But I usually just offer  doning the interests of the larger 
my congratulations and change the community. There is no one more 


subject before I say what's really on and 


ferociously narrow-minded 
selfish than a parent who demands 
everything from the right to a large 
single-family home on a big lot to 


the displacement of “undesirables,” 


my mind—like “Have you paid to off- 
set its carbon footprint yet?” Or the 
equally welcome “I guess this means 
I'll never get another holiday off, be- 
cause I'll have to cover for you.” like other people’s troubled children 
Although modern medicine and _ living in group homes. 

Birth rates are declining through- 


out much of the “developed” world, 


nutrition have allowed humanity to 
increase at a healthy geometric pace, 
a lot of us carry on like we're the _ but governments are using econom- 
last remnants of a primeval mam- ic incentives to try to reverse that 
mal population threatened by dino- _ trend, with jurisdictions like Quebec 
saurs. Our genetic programming is _ beginning to show some results. A 
reinforced by social pressure to re- diminishing population is a night- 
produce. Those who resist are stig- mare for governments and econo- 
matized mists alike, as dependent as we are 
There are a lot of bad reasons to _ on increasing numbers of people to 
have children, even leaving aside prop up the pyramid scheme that is 
carelessness: ego, vanity, boredom, our national economy. Growth of the 
displays of virility and fertility, pa- type we value relies on an ever-ex- 
nagging, of 


the family name, and my personal 


rental perpetuation panding number of people. 
What gets missed in the race to 


favourite, a last gasp at saving a__ replace and increase the population 


ACTIVISM | 
ACTIVIST AGENDA An online newsletter resource for | 
activism related events in Edmonton, with up-to-date 


| MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 3RD & 4TH SAT EVERY 
MONTH, 9 AM-5 PM, FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 ST, RM 
3-18 Organization for the emancipation and autonomy of 
African women, providing programs on economy, commu- 
information on sustalnable practices, networking. and nity health, training in HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment, and 


; : : harm reduction. Instruction in French, English, and African 
active organizations in the city. Supplied and maintained by | ae S 
Earths General Store (10837-82Ave. upstairs, 430-8725).G0 | ‘a"@vages Admission fre for members, membership $10. 


= 2K | Info: 490-7332. 
to wwwegs.ca., info also available in-store. | 
BIKE WORKS Fix your own bike, Edmonton Bicycle Com- PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE MON, 5-7 PM. 


moters' Bil pen : | EDUCATION NORTH 4-104, U OF A CAMPUS A youth group 

by diligent sane | promoting anti-racist and diversity workshops. Info: 425- 
4644 or www.naarr.org. 

SIERRA CLUB OF CANADA Prairie Chapter works with 

ecologically and socially conscious individuals to build 

strong grassroots movement in the Prairies. Info: www. 

| slerraclub.ca/prairie, 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT 47H FRI EVERY MONTH, 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 10804-119 ST, Screen- 





@ 

CSR NEWS VOLUNTEERING Gain experience in radio, 
contribute to a diverse community, and learn new skills, all 
while sharing your community stories. Info: news@cst.com, 
COUNCIL OF CANADIANS 3RD WED EVERY MONTH Inde- 
pendent public interest organization promotingeconomic | 
iti, fee nan assering(anadan SOveEN. ings resume ANZ5,Cosponsredy the Unity Church 
EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION 3R0 WED | of Edmonton Social Justice Committee, CESC, and Not 
EVERY MONTH, 7PM. An activist arts organization, seeking | Just Tourists. $5 donation or PWYC at the door. Info: nt. 


A i 2 edmonton@@gmail.com. 
socially conscious artists, and production volunteersonan THOUGHTF 
ongoing basis. Info: 434-9236 or contact@edmontonsmall- | TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES 


TUE, 7PM. STEEPS TEA LOUNGE, 1116-82 AVE. JAN 8 “End of 

| Suburbia”. JAN 15 We'll Take Care of You”. Screenings free. 

Info: 988-8105 or michaelk@isteepstea.com. 

| UNESCO COALITION FOR PEACE LAST FRI EVERY MONTH, 

3PM. BOYLE MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE, 2ND FL. BOARD- 

GETTING ACTIVE FOR 9/11 TRUTH Info: wwwedmon- ROOM, 10628-96 ST. Info: Greenpeace Canada, 922-5566. 

tondIitruth.com. | WOMEN IN BLACK IST &3RD SAT EVERY MONTH, 10-11 AM. 
PEACE ALBERTA Working and recruiting active | STRATHCONA FARMERS’ MARKET, 83 AVE. & 103 ST. Inter 

people to help put an end to one of the world’s most de- national women's peace and ant-racsm group formed by 


structive projects: the Alberta Tar Sands. Info: Jewish and Arab women, opposing violence in all forms. All 
Projects the Alerta Ta Sands. info: mibdem@@ | Wormer men, and ctilcren ited toattend the bi-weekly 





press.org. 

FRIENDS OF LUBICON ALBERTA THU, 4PM. APIRG 
OFFICE, HUB MALL, U OF A CAMPUS Grassroots solidarity 
organization demanding falr and just settlement for the 
Lubicon Cree of Northem Alberta. Info: www.lubicon.org. 





greenpeace.og 

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD 2N0 THUEVERY | SHentvie Info: 435-705) 

MONTH, 7PM. RM2-42, HUMANITIES BUILDING, UOFA CAM- | YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 
PUI. Meetings open tothe public. info: edmontoniww.ca. | PM-REMEDY CAFE, 663-109 Fo discussion topics 


and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 








is any kind of general discussion o, 
what we want the world to look lik 

not just for our children, but for ey 
eryone else. We can see the resul| 
of this absent-mindedness on a loca 
level, where meaningful civic plan 
ning has ceased to exist. Anythin, 
visionary is sacrificed to the genera 
appetite for more of the same (road 
and other services for increasingly 
distant suburban neighbourhood 

and unrealistic expectations abou 


property taxes. 

The cult of reproduction is ever 
more of an environmental, socia 
and political menace on a glol 
level, but within the UN and its ass: 
ciated bodies, a conservative allian: 
of Catholics, Muslims, and the Bus! 
administration blocks sane 





Dirth 
control and safe sex programs fron 
reaching those who need them most 
It's no secret that untrammeled re 
production exacerbates conflicts in 
the developing world, or that th 
advance of human rights correlates 
strongly with declining birth rates 
Women in particular suffer where 
the cult is strongest, and thrive most 
as equals where reproduction isn' 
seen as women’s highest possible 
achievement. 

Every child should be a wanted 
child and should be treated as part 
of the community, not as a separate 
being above or below it. The cult of 
reproduction will always be with us 
and needs no special encouragement 
or proselytizing. We'd be a lot bet 
ter off if more of us focused on the 
needs and well-being of children- 
and other people—who are already 
here. 

inexileeverywhere@gmail.com 


READINGS & 
LECTURES 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, #7 
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE. Noon-hour discussions 
offered by the U of A's Faculty of Arts and the Edmonton 


| Public Library. JAN 17 “Living A High Risk Lifestyle”, discuss 


ing depictions of violence against women in media and 
law. Free, everyone welcome. Info: www.vofaweb.valberta. 
ca/arts/lunchbythebooks.cfm. 


| MACEWAN VISITING ARTIST LECTURE SERIES: ALLEN | 


BALL JAN 23, 12:30-2PM. RM 203, MACEWAN CENTRE FOR | 
THE ARTS, 1045-156 ST. Ball discusses his work on the 
Canadian Forces Artists’ Program. Info: 497-4340. 
POETRY OPEN STAGE THU, 8 PM. NAKED CYBER CAFE & 
ESPRESSO BAR, 10354 JASPER AVE., 425-9730. Open stage 
poetry readings and performances. All welcome. 

POETS’ HAVEN READING SERIES MON, 7PM. UPPER 
CRUST CAFE, 10909-86 AVE. JAN 7, Pritham Atwal, Hugh 
McAlary, Michael Penny, Connie Lloyd. Weekly readings, 
presented by the Stroll of Poets Society. $5 at the door. Inf: 
422-8216 or www.strollofpoets.org. 

POETS INK THU, 7-9 PM. ST. THOMAS CAFE, ST, ALBERT. 
Weekly writing evenings. Info: www.poetsink.org. 

STORY CAFE JAN3, 7-9 PM. ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL, 10475-20 
AVE. “Cabin Fever” night, featuring TALES tellers Stephanie 
Belanger, Jennifer Kennedy, and Kate Quinn. Cover $5. Info: 
TALES, 932-4409. 

STORY SLAM 3RD WED EVERY MONTH, 8 PM. BLUE CHAIR 
CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. Sign-up 7pm. First ten writers only, 
allotted five minutes each. Info: thebunkerprojects@ 
hotmail.com. 
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NIGHTLIFE -NO MORE SATURDAYS - BY ZOLTAN VARADI | 969 words 


The Fast Waltz 


THE CLOSING OF THE ROOST 
MARKS THE END OF A 
GAY OLD TIME 





The great irony behind the closure of 
The Roost—after 30 years of opera- 
tions, Canada’s longest-running gay 
bar—is that the more inclusive and 
tolerant club culture which it helped 
foster in the Edmonton nightlife 
scene ultimately contributed to- its 
demise. 
~ “Going back 30 years, we did have 
a captive audience,” recalls Dow 
Hicks, the man behind The Roost all 
these years. “Gay people couldn’t go 
and dance in straight bars—they re- 
ally weren't welcome and they were 
endangering their lives if they tried 
anything that stupid. So we always 
had a crowd and they partied every 
night. Today young people don't do 
that, and frankly, demographics have 
changed in such a way that they can 
go to other bars, straight bars, and 
they'll just fit in. They've got a ring 
through their nose and purple hair, 
but so do all the straight people. 
“I think that The Roost in some 
ways has contributed to some of 
that integration in that we allowed 
Straight people to come and people 
would see that it was a good time 
and it wasn't as weird as everybody 
thought it was. We were probably 
One of the few bars in Canada that 
is GBLT and S. On a Saturday night 
30 to 40 per cent of our clientele is 
Straight or would like to pretend they 
And until the very end, Saturday 
Be at the club remained The 
‘oost's bread and butter. Hicks de- 
Scribes the final weekender before 
he final New Year's blowout with 
some amazement, saying patrons 
Were lined up down the street even 
as last call was served, something he 
ays he had never before experienced 
A the popular nightspot's history. 
Unfortunately, though, that sup- 
Ort just wasn’t enough compared to 
ising insurance costs—some $5,000 
month—and property taxes, which 
ubled over the last year to a hefty 
3,000 a month. After factoring in 
perating costs, utilities, and staff 
aries, Hicks says running a large 
lub with only one big draw evening 
ecame an increasingly unrewarding 
FOposition. 
“Everybody said, ‘The Roost is the 
face to be on Saturday,” he says, 
t you know what? You can’t work 
Rone day's revenue all week. Truth- 
ily, Thad bought the building a very 
ng time ago with the intent that it 



























would just be a pension fund that | 
would exercise at some point in time 
And I've had six deaths in the last 
year, four of which I'm the execu- 
tor of, one of which is my younger 
brother, and as a result of that it re- 
ally makes you sit back and say to 
yourself, “You know what? I'd best 
take some time for me.”” 

All of which sounds like a rather 
sad song, but Hicks says he’s go- 
ing out on a high note and is very 
pleased with having run The Roost 
for so long, as well as the numer- 
ous contributions the club made to 
the community (besides providing a 
great place to party, that is). He's es- 
pecially proud of the club’s partner- 
ship with Grant MacEwan’s drama 
program, which saw student-run 
plays being staged in The Roost's 
upstairs theatre, as well as donations 
the club made to various causes such 
as multiple sclerosis, breast cancer, 
and heart and stroke research—not 
to mention the funds they raised to 
combat the disease that had such 
a profound affect on his clientele: 
HIV/AIDS. All told, The Roost raised 
more than $100,000 for AIDS re- 
search at their annual Remembrance 
Day fundraiser. 

“Being in the gay community and 
being a gay business,” 
really are concerned with the things 


“Wwe 


he says, 


that effect our patrons, and certainly 
AIDS has been one of those scourges 
that has knocked out a lot of very 
talented and creative and nice people 
over the years.” 
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THEY CAN GO TO OTHER BARS AND FIT IN. THEY'VE 
GOT A RING THROUGH THEIR NOSE AND PURPLE 


HAIR, BUT SO DO ALL THE STRAIGHT PEOPLE 


RAPHIC CHANGES IN TODA 





THE DEMOGF 
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Way back when... | The Roast hosted many a spectacle—drag shows, leather nights, theatre productions, and live cancerts—all before pop culture took over “queer”. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


But The Roost’s impact can’t be 
measured merely by dollars raised, 
made, or spent. The club was part of 
Edmonton's cultural landscape, and 
its absence will leave a huge void— 
one that Hicks says he hopes will be 
filled by an up-and-comer, although 
he’s alittle pessimistic given the spate 
of club closures taking place not just 
in Edmonton but across Canada. His 
advice for anyone who tries, though, 
is to be firmly realistic about the bot- 
tom line. “Everybody thinks they can 
do it on a shoestring,” he says. “You 
could do it on a shoestring 30 years 
ago, but you cannot today. People 


are expecting more and they do have 
choices of places to go. They need to 
have three to six months of operat- 
ing revenue in the bank, and most of 
these people think they’re going to 
do it on their Visa card. 

“If somebody wants to do it, you 
really want them to be aware of all of 
things that would have an impact on 
whatever they plan to do. And now 
that gay bars don’t have a captive au- 
dience, it would be tough to open a 
bar.” 

Or least one the size of The Roost. 
Hicks says he hasn't ruled out open- 
ing a smaller space this spring or 


SURVIVOR™ 
BOOTCAMP 


We Kick Butt (yours) 


1 hour a day / Choice of 2 


summer, if only to stay in touch 
with the people who have worked so 
closely with him over the years. 

“It's the goofiest thing in the world,” 
he says. 
portion of my social life. Every night 


“This has become a good 


after I do whatever I have to do, I go 
to the bar for an hour, an hour and 
a half, and | have a coffee with the 
guys and just see what things they 
think need to be improved upon, or 
things that we need to consider for 
the future, and just chatter away. And 
now I won't have anywhere to go at 
8 p.m. I'm going to have to come up 
with something else.” 


, 9 OF) days a week / 6 weeks 


Register online at www.survivorbootcamp.com 


or call 780.701 


.3008 


Classes Starting: January 7, 2008 6am & 6pm 
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HOLIDAY FALLOUT - THE FIRST HANGOVER OF "08 - BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY | 824 words 


Hair of the Dog: Myth or Hangover Miracle Cure? 





even 


Liar. You've done it again, 
though this year you swore it 
wouldn't happen. Now it's the morn- 
ing after a three-day New Year's 
bender, and you're seriously con- 


templating suicide, given that the 
alternative is lying curled in the fetal 
position for untold hours while the 
slightest movement, dimmest light, 
and faintest sound have all evolved 
into a new species of pain. While 
there is no true cure for a hangover 
(aside from waiting for your body to 
process all the alcohol), there are a 
few things you can do to minimize 
your suffering. 





Hair of the Dog 

Getting smashed is akin to over- 
dosing on a strong depressant, so 
having another hit may help ease 
some of the withdrawal symptoms. 
Aim for drinks mixed with fruit or 
vegetable juice to replace the vita 
mins and minerals you've pissed 
out. Also, stick to booze that’s low 
in congeners—toxic impurities that 
give alcoholic beverages their colour, 
aroma, and flavour, and which also 
contribute to your current wicked 
headache. A general rule: the darker 
the alcohol, the more congeners it 
contains. This pretty much makes 
colourless, flavourless vodka the 
king of hangover drinks 

The Bloody Mary is probably the 
most common morning-after liba- 
tion. Mix two ounces of vodka with 
half a cup of tomato juice, a dash of 
Worcestershire and Tabasco sauce, 
and a squirt of lime. Garnish with 
a celery stick and call it breakfast 
Substitute V8 for the tomato juice 
for an extra vitamin kick. 

Another classic hangover bevvy 
is the screwdriver: dump a couple 
ounces of vodka into a glass of orange 
juice and you're set. You could also 
mix vodka with mango, cranberry, 
pineapple, or pomegranate juice. 


If beer is more your style (or the 
only thing left in your fridge), stick 
to lagers that are low in alcohol, and 
make sure to mix in some tomato or 
Clamato juice. If you've got the balls, 
make a Red €ye and crack an egg 
into the glass—yes, it’s totally dis- 
gusting (then again, have you looked 
in the mirror lately?), but eggs are 
high in cysteine, an amino acid that 
breaks down the hangover-causing 
toxin acetaldehyde 


Too Sick to Use Listerine, Let 
Alone Drink More Booze 
If the mere thought of pouring any- 
thing remotely intoxicating down 
your gullet is as appealing as trying 
to remember just how you got that 
giant bruise on your ass and the even 
bigger hickey on your neck, then it's 
best to avoid alcohol entirely (like for 
the rest of your life, starting now). 
Even though it will be surprisingly 
unpleasant, force yourself to chug a 
glass of water. Then refill the glass 
and chug some more. You desperate- 
ly need to rehydrate, and it’s best to 
do it sooner than later. Alternate wa- 
ter with fruit juice or sports drinks, 
as these will help replenish valuable 
electrolytes.. When you think you 
can actually digest solid food with- 


out adding the finishing touches to 
your new bathroom splatter-paint 
job, go for nutrient-rich foods that 
are high in sugar, vitamins, and your 
new best friend, cysteine. Eggs, ba- 
nanas, yogurt, honey, red peppers, 
poultry, broccoli, nuts, and oats are 
all great choices. 

One of the best morning-after 
remedies is a banana smoothie. Ba- 
nanas are fantastic when it comes 
to hangovers, as they replenish nu- 
merous vitamins and minerals and 
act as a natural antacid. To make 
your smoothie, blend together one 
ripe banana, one and a half cups of 
milk (soy or regular), and two table- 
spoons of honey. 


Spare Your Body Any More 
Unnecessary Damage 

There are a few things you should 
try to avoid ingesting after spending 
the night shoulder-deep in porcelain. 
Ranking at the top of the list are 
painkillers: acetaminophen (Tyle- 
nol) and ibuprofen (Advil) are both 
metabolized by your liver, meaning 
that popping one after wantonly 
abusing your liver all night is akin 
to dropping a grenade in a fireworks 
factory. Further, acetylsalicylic acid 
(Aspirin) is also.a bad choice, as it 


aggravates the stomach lining. Eve, 
though the headache sucks (and 
know I’m putting that lightly), it)” 
best to tough it out and drink s 


water, pop a multivitamin, and oq) 
cs) 1 





some sleep. 

Anything caffeinated is also a no! 
no, as caffeine, like alcohol, is a dj, 
uretic. In case you forgot, the dozer 
times you visited the john last nigh! 
were an indication that you Pissed) } 
out way more water than you drank/ 
so you don’t need anything else tha 
will drain the rest of your life’s fluid 
Then again, if you're a java junki: | 
and coffee is almost as important ¢; 
you as breathing, have a cup. Just ty 
not to overdo it. 

Finally, a note about those over} 
the-counter hangover “miracle’| 
cures you may find: don't waste you 
money. Most, if not all, are essential is 
ly just multivitamins, and you can} 
get the same effect by popping you 
regular vitamin or eating the afore] 
mentioned foods. There is nothing 
miraculous about your hangover. 
except the fact that you're not dea¢! 
from the vast ocean of booze surging 
through your system. The only tr 
cure is time—and you've got a bran¢ 
new year in which to recover. 
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DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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If you're anything like us here at SEE, you're 
likely coming down from overindulging like a 
shameless glutton over the holidays. Being 
kind, we thought we'd offer some help with 
the damage control. Green tea has been 
found to fight cancer and heart disease, 

aid in weight loss, prevent tooth decay, and 
substantially ease the guilt after a third 
helping of fruitcake. Here's what to look out 
for when shopping for your 2008 “get out of 


jail free” card. 





GoEast 

Japan has centuries of experience when it 
comes to green tea, from the ancient tea 
ceremony to its contemporary incarnations. 
Different teas are named for the various 
methods of processing the tea leaves. The 
most common green variety is sencha, which 
is pan-fried and is often used in blends fla- 
voured with fruits or blossoms. Gyokuro is a 
higher-grade sencha tea that has a higher 
caffeine content and lower catechin level 
(which means it’s less bitter). Hojicha con- 
tains tea leaves, bark, and stems roasted 


» over charcoal, making it darker and lower 


| | a TO BUY : JAPANESE GREEN TEA 





in caffeine—a good choice for nighttime. 
Genmaicha (often called “popcorn tea") is 
a mixture of sencha and toasted brown rice, 
which is sometimes combined with matcha 
(the powdered green tea traditionally used 
in Japanese tea ceremonies) to make a 
blend called Genmatcha. 

In Edmonton, a great place to start is Ac- 
quired Taste Tea Co. (12323-102 Ave.), where 
100 grams of loose tea costs about $10, de- 
pending on the variety. You can also try out 
Cargo & James (10020-102 Ave. and 10634 
Whyte Ave.), where a 50-gram bag of loose 
tea will run you $5.50, Mesh bags for brewing 
can be bought separately. 


Freshness First 

Because the leaves are quite delicate after 
processing, green tea has a much shorter 
shelf life than other teas. You do not want a 


tea which has spent long periods of time on ~ 


the shelf (i.e., at Safeway), in ocean transit, 
or in a warehouse. Old green tea does not 
stay green and will not produce the same 
crisp flavour as a fresh batch. The typical 
shelf life from date of packaging is about six 


months on unopened bags, and two or thee 
months once it's been opened. Tea shoul 

be stored in an airtight container that block 
light; beware shops that store tea for sd: 
in glass jars, as exposure to light will dra® 
flavour from the tea over time. The best wa 

to preserve tea is in a tin container with a 
inner seal. } 


{ 
4 


Smart Brewing 

The perfect cup of green tea goes beyont 
leaf selection. Putting some thought init) 
proper equipment and preparation will hell 
you get the best results from each spoonfl| 
of tea. The secret to good flavour is expat) ~ 
Sion: the leaves must have room to expan! 
so small tea balls and paper filters are nd 
the right instruments for you. The more rot 
for the leaves, the better. Find a tea press 0 ‘ 
a teapot that was made with green tea i 
mind—ideally, one with a bulbous shape a‘ 
a wider built-in sieve. 

For each cup of hot water, infuse about of 
teaspoon of leaves. Green tea steeps at 4 
lower temperature than black or herbal tes 
so don't use boiling water or you'll brew abit 
ter tea, It's a good idea to let the water stati 
for two minutes before pouring it over tt 
leaves. Depending on your personal taste, 
the tea steep for two to three minutes, the! 
serve. If you leave the green tea brewing 
long, it will become too strong with a bit 
edge. And, happily for those of us who will ® 
financially challenged in the New Year, loc® 
green leaves can be reused three or f0! 
times. Just pour extra hot water over the” 
and let the leaves steep a little longer. 
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NING QUT « PIZZA « BY SCOTT LINGLEY \732 words 


Put Down the Phone 





(Atasty slice | The staffat Famoso prepare their crusts Neapolitan style—hand-tossed, crispy-but-chewy goodness. PHOTO BY CLARA HO 


 FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN 
PIZZERIA WILL GET YOU 
THINKING OUTSIDE THE 
DELIVERY BOX 





FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN PIZZERIA 
11750 Jasper Ave. 732-0700 





Tt always made me laugh how cheap 
pizza places would put a string of 
capital As before their name so it 
would come first in the Yellow Pages. 
It's indicative of how pizza's status as 
a convenience food has reduced it to 
a commodity that might be selected 
by drunkenly stabbing your finger at 
the phone book and calling the first 
number it lands on. In recent weeks 
the notion of pizza-as-provender 
has been reinforced by how often I 
Tesort to it as a quick-fix solution to 
the sudden arrival of mealtime. 
| In the most abject cases, I’ve eaten 
prefab pizza from the grocery freez- 
. Most of it resembles cardboard 
(and leaves abrasions that closely re- 
Semble paper cuts on the roof of my 
Mouth) but I will vouch for the Dr. 
Wetker line of frozen pizzas, espe- 
“ially the spinach variety. At around 
$6 a go, Dr. Oetker will feed approxi- 
ately two people, provided one of 
em isn't very hungry. The crust 
thin and crisp, and the topping is 
ysteriously imbued with extra gar- 
c flavour that stands up well to too 
uch hot sauce 
Another night, my perennial co- 
iner and | admitted our shortcom- 
gs as meal planners and called the 
cal pizzeria. Luckily, the handiest 
me is also pretty good. Campus 
izza (7610-112 St., 434-4414 ) has 
een tucked away in McKernan for 
ars cranking out decent pies heavy 
the cheese and toppings, with a 
sy tomato sauce that bespeaks 
eme attention to quality. If you try 
eat there, you'll probably have to 
tat a tabletop 1942 game, so try or- 
ming out their 14-inch house spe- 
I ($20), a wheel of pink meats, 
‘sage, shrimp, onion, green pep- 
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per, olives, and pineapple bound by 
gobs of cheese and cut into squares 
that taste even better when you re- 
heat them in your own oven the next 
day. 

Getting away from the utility piz- 
zas, my co-diner and | went to Fa- 
moso Neapolitan Pizzeria in the 
middle of the festive limbo between 
Christmas and New Year's Day. It's 
the kind of place that would almost 
deserve your business even if the 
food wasn’t good—it's locally owned, 
spiffily decorated with the right bal- 
ance of clean, comfortable, and ca- 
sual—and everyone who works there 
seems pretty glad to see you and 
remains all-around chipper through- 
out your visit. 

As the story goes, Famoso’s found- 
er fell in love with Neapolitan pizza 
while touring Italy and set about 
bringing the flavour back to &d- 
monton with rigourous employee 
training, imported ingredients, and a 
honkin’ bell-shaped oven that cooks 
your pizza to perfection at 1,000 
degrees Celsius. Patrons of Tony's 
Pizza north of downtown will al- 
ready know what to expect: a thin, 
crisp-yet-chewy hand-thrown crust, 
a simple sauce of crushed toma- 
toes and basil, and circles of molten 
bocconcini cheese underneath the 
toppings, which aren’t as copious as 
on sturdier pizzas. The good news 
for people who have spent inordinate 
portions of their lives waiting for a 
Tony’s Pizza is that Famoso’s pizzas 


are ready surprisingly fast. 


Our pizzas. were ready so quickly, 
in fact, that we barely had a chance 
to finish the large gorgonzola-walnut 
salad ($9) we were splitting. The 
salad’s eponymous ingredients were 
bountiful, as were the romaine let- 
tuce and dried cranberries in a light 
vinaigrette. It nicely whetted our ap- 
petite for the Margherita pizza ($10) 
with roasted mushrooms ($1.50) 
and anchovies ($1.50) and the Ca- 
pricciosa pizza ($13)—with boccon- 
cini, fresh basil, olives, mushrooms, 
artichoke hearts, and ham—that fol- 
lowed hot on its heels. 

Not many of my friends agree with 
me, but I love the anchovy in Italian 
food. Salty and fishy though it may 
be on its own, it speaks up nicely 
when blended into pasta sauce or 
salad dressing, or when set against 
sweet tomato sauce and creamy un- 
ripened cheese and, in this case, a 
freight of dark brown garlic-roasted 
mushrooms. My co-diner, who is 
more ambivalent about anchovies 
said she liked the Margherita better 
than the Capricciosa which, while 
more substantial, was less tantaliz- 
ingly pungent. At 11 inches each, the 
pizzas were more than we could put 
back at a sitting, but we were happy 
to have them on hand for breakfast 
the next day. We'll have to wait un- 
til the next visit, and pace ourselves 
accordingly, to sample the large se- 
lection of authentic artisanal gelato 
or the Nutella pizza on the dessert 
menu. The wait will probably not be 
long. 
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CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPY NATUROPATHS 


PROMISING MORSELS = RECOMMENDED EATS 


BURGERS 

MOTORAUNT (12406-66 ST) Although the food is 
relatively good, the real reason to visit Motoraunt is to see 
the physical structure of the place. To say it’s unique hardly 
does it justice. Unless you've been before, you ve likely never 
had an experience like Motoraunt. 

keke 


CAFE 

MILL CREEK CAFE (9562-82 AVE) If you're visiting 
Edmonton and staying downtown, walk south dawn the 
stairs at the MacDonald, cross the bridge, and head into 
Mill Creek ravine. Follow the path, go up the hill at the Mill 
Creek Pool parking lot and wander right to the Mill Creek 
Café for a light bite to eat. That way, you'll experience both 
the great geography and the small-town hospitality we're 
so proud of. 

week 


CASUAL ELEGANT 

BACON (6509-112 AVE) This great little bohemian-chic 
restaurant offers a limited choice of familiar(ish) items with 
some innovative twists. By pairing locally produced items 
with some deft hands in the kitchen, they manage to pull 
off simple organic dishes that are worth remembering. 

tk KK 


CHINESE 

NEW TAN TAN (10133-97 ST) If you're a dim sum veteran, 
you'll probably be happy enough with the New Tan Tan and 
its somewhat “rugged” style. But if you're new to this type 
of service and are looking for dim sum for dum-dums, you 
might want to try someplace alittle less... haggard? 
kkk 


EUROPEAN 

CONTINENTAL TREAT (10560-82 AVE) Definitely not 
the type of place that hopes to dazzle you with its creativ- 
ity—the menu consists mostly of standard (somewhat 
plain} preparations of Eastern European favourites. It’s 
the type of restaurant that used to set the standard for 
high-class dining, and it can still be a nice treat. 
kek 


FINE DINING 

HARDWARE GRILL (9698 JASPER AVE) Arguably one the 
best restaurants in Edmonton. Be wamed, however: if you 
go, it's an undertaking. De‘initely not the type of place you 
just pop into with friends on a whim. Be prepared to fast for 
at least a week before going, and hibernate afterwards: the 
portions are way too big (and are priced accordingly). 
toto ke tr 

MADISON’S GRILL (10053 JASPER AVE) Without a doubt, 
one of the top restaurants in Edmonton, The warm and 








Naturopathic Doctors 


’ SPECIAL 


[ 1 hour Massage 





i 
| 
| $50. | 








TWO NEW LOCATIONS: 

in St. Albert: 

ST. ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
I] Perron Street 459-5601 


in South Edmonton: 
LASER TECH HEALTH CLINIC 
10433-51 AVE 988-2012 


www.albertanaturopath.com 





*Depression IBS, Celiac, Colitis 
«Anxiety *Diabetes 
*Detoxification *Weight Loss 
: Arthritis *Women's/Men's Health 
Cy *Nutritional and 
*Allergies Life Style‘ Counselling, 


Lear to Meditate. Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist 
Centre. Thursday & Friday nights. 884-5705 or 
email info@ MediatationEdmonton.org 
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Naturopathic Medicine Treats the Cause 
of your Iliness, Not Just Your Symptoms 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D. 


ee, 



















comfortable surroundings make this a perfect place for a 
romantic getaway, of for that special occasion, 
KAKK 


FRENCH 

LATABLE DE RENOIR (10046-)07A AVE) | can’t think of 
a better way to spend your lunch hour or a warm summer 
evening than sitting on La Table de Renoir’s patio enjoying 
one their traditionally prepared Provencal classics. A nice 
touch of café culture here in downtown Edmonton. 
kk He 


HOTEL 

HOTEL MACDONALD (CONFEDERATION LOUNGE) 
(10065-100 ST) Wondering whatever happened to the 
grand old tradition of hotel dining? It’s at the Hotel 
Macdonald. But if you're not up to dropping some large coin 
ona meal, pop by the Mac's Confederation Room for a glass 
of wine and a bite to eat. It's a guilty pleasure everyone 
should experience once. 

KKK 


INDIAN 

TANDOORI GRILL EXPRESS & MONTREAL DELI (6508- 
75 ST) Despite the odd menu, these folks are capable of 
some fine cuisine. If you go, spend some time chatting with 
the staff and see if they can prepare any of your favourites. 
{f so, you just might find that you have a new favourite 
tandoori restaurant. 

we 

HAWELI (10220-103 ST) Tasty food and excellent naan 
bread, but be warned—they do a lunch buffet. If that's not 
your thing, I'd say maybe try Haweli for dinner. 

Ke KT 


ITALIAN 

SANTOS PIZZA AND STEAK (10821-95 ST) Excellent place 
for a lunchtime sandwich in the heart of Edmonton's little 
Italy. It's not all fancy-schmancy and uptight, but then 
again it isn’t all fancy schmancy and uptight. They offer 
good standard Italian fare, prepared well at reasonable 
prices. What's not to like? 

kkk 


KOSHER 

CAFE LEVI (EUROPA BOULEVARD, WEM) You've got to be 

meshuggeneh if you think there’s a better place for falafels 
in Edmonton. The next time you're at the mall and need a 

bite, do yourself a favour and give this kosher food counter 
a try for an orthodox take on traditional mall fare. 

tok toby 


MIDDLE EASTERN 
KAMIL'S TURKISH CAFE AND RESTAURANT (12408-118 
AVE) If you're the type who can relax and just go with the 













Yoga in CostaRica! 








Price does not include airfare. 


Please visit our website 
for more information. 
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SHANTI 


YOGA STUDIO 





Upcoming Workshops! All workshops 4 


SOLSTICE CANDLELIGHT 


Friday, December 21. 6:00- 7:30pm. $10 drop-in. 
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a soothing candle 
yoga class. Relax and recharge in a meditative class 
the longest night of the year. Drop-in only. 


February 1-8, 2008. Only 5 spaces left! 
Join us in a rejuvenating yoga retreat and tropical adventure in 
CostaRica. Situated amid lush rain forest and pristine beaches, 
enjoy daily yoga, meditation, jungle hikes, waterfalls and so much — 
more. A retreat for all level of yogis with Breanna Johnson. 


Price: $1500. Non-refundable deposit: $300. Register 
soon, space is filling up!Price includes: 8 days/7 nights 
accommodations, daily yoga classes,3 delicious meals a 
day, rain forest, beach and ocean adventures and more. 


flow and not be too put off by Kamil’s location and inform, 
nature, you might have a new favourite little spot for some 
down-home Turkish food. 

okie 


PIZZA 

FAMOSO NEAPOLITAN PIZZERIA (11750 JASPER AVE) \ 
you're interested in good food in a fast-food atmosphere 
or are looking for franchise opportunities, look no furthe; 
than Famoso. They serve authentic Neapolitan pizzas, a 
per the regulations set out by the Associazione Verace Pizz, 
Napoletana, and they do it quickly. 

eS Seat 

TONY’S PIZZA PALACE (9605-111 AVE) Without a cout, 
one of the top places in Edmonton for a traditional Italian 
pizza. Watching the guys in the kitchen hand-toss the 
dough and banter back and forth is half the fun. 

tok ky 

DALLAS PIZZA & STEAKHOUSE (7834-106 AVE) A protp 
typical pizza palace/steakhouse from a bygone era. But the 
food is well-prepared, the service is good, and the prices a 
reasonable—it'll make you wonder why we've moved on 
Prt ee 


SOUTHEAST ASIAN 

BAN THAI (15726-100 AVE) Fairly authentic tasting Thai 
food in... how would | describe the surroundings? _. maybe 
fairly authentic as well? At any rate, the dishes are what | 
imagine really good home-cooked food is like in Thailand,4 
bit on the pricy side, though. 

kt 

NINH KIEU (70708-98 ST) If you're a fan of the venerable 
Vietnamese noodle soup pho, give the NintrKieu a try. 
Everything about the place is fairly standard, except for 
the pho. Okay, | guess the green onion cakeis pretty tasty 
aswell. 

Kak 

PURPLE DIAMOND RESTAURANT (9645-101A AVE) The 
Purple Diamond offers a large variety of relatively authenti 
Vietnamese and Chinese dishes, depending on what you 
choose from the 109-item menu. The foodis relatively fres 
and well-prepared, and the surroundings are comfortable 
and clean. Allin all, a good gamble. 

Kea 


VEGETARIAN 

PADMANADI (10626-97 ST) Wonderful Malaysian-style 
vegetarian food at more than reasonable prices. Everything | 
one the menu is vegan-friendly, and everyone in the placeé: 
friendly to vegans too, And non-vegans, for that matter, 
tok kit 
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5minuies 


WHY DO PEOPLE WAIT UNTIL THE NEW 
YEAR BEFORE FINALLY COMING TO SEE 
YOU GUYS? ARE THEY INTIMIDATED BY 
THE GYM? 

They probably just need a day to kick them in 
the butt and get them started... But yeah, | 
think it can be intimidating. When you come 
tothe gym you see a lot of fit people working 
Out and think, “Wow, look at those, I’m never 
gonna be like that.” But you've got to think— 
everybody does start somewhere. So that's 
the biggest thing: people come in, they're 
alittle overweight, maybe not as muscular 
a5 they'd like to be, and they see trim guys 
Who are really muscular, and everyone looks 
00d. But they started somewhere too, and 
[USt cid it consistently. 


WHATKINDOF REGIMENDO YOUSTART 
SOMEONE OFF WITHIF THEY’VE NEVER 


JONESIN' CROSSWORD 


by Matt Jones 


Calvin Hexter 


BEEN TO AGYM BEFORE? 

Something really basic they're able to adapt 
to. If you give them something difficult, then 
they're never going to adapt toit, and they're 
never going to see the results because it's 
too hard—and it gets frustrating. We've got 
to make sure it's comfortable for them, first 
of all... For each person we have to custom- 
ize it, depending on what shape they're in, 
the medical history, what they want to get 
out of it. The wrong routine can be danger- 
Ous, SO you want to make sure you have all 
the information. 


WHEN DO THE NEW YEAR'S CUSTOM- 
ERS START DROPPING OUT? 

A lot of people don't set goals for them- 
selves, or they set unreasonable ones, like 
“| want to lose 50 pounds in a month.” And 
that doesn't happen and they get frustrated 





PHOTO BY MATTHEW HALLIDAY 
Q&A WITH EDMONTONIANS 
BY MATTHEW HALLIDAY 


and leave. It doesn't take long 


IF YOU TOOK A GROUP OF, SAY, 100 
PEOPLE, HOW MANY WILL HAVE 
DROPPED OUT BY SUMMER? 

It's tough to say, I'd say 20 per cent might 
end up dropping out 


THAT’S NOT BAD AT ALL, ACTUALLY. 
WHAT'S THE WORST EXCUSE YOU'VE 
EVER HEARD FOR LEAVING? 

Well, The most common one is time man- 
agement, they don't make it a high enough 
priority. But the worst is, I've heard a couple 
of people saying, “I'm not fit enough.” 


NOT FIT ENOUGH TO GET FIT? 

| know.| want to shake my head! | mean, un- 
less you just got back from surgery or some- 
thing—but that’s very rare. 





the Ultimate in 
East Indian Cuisine 


Edmonton’s lulls 


www.kha 


zana.ad.ca 
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SEXY Chat 
for 


FREE 
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SHOP NOW FOR WHAT YOU WANTED 
BUT DIDN'T GET|FOR CHRISTMAS! 


t it while it’s hot! 
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EVENTS 


ART’S BIRTHDAY JAN I7, 7PM. THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER 
AVE. FAVA celebrates it's 25th year along with Art's Birthday, 
intemationally celebrated every Jan 17. 2008's theme is 'For 
Ever Young’. Info: Deanna at 429-1671. 

THE CARROT ARTS MARKET EVERY SAT, 10 AM-2 PM. 
THECARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9357 118 AVE. Artists and 
artisans from the community and beyond share unique 
gifts, crafts, and artwork. Info: www.thecarrot.ca. 

TEN DAYS OF MADNESS PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL JAN 
11-20. PCL STUDIO & WESTBURY THEATRE, TRANSALTA ARTS 
BARNS, 10330-84 AVE. The University of Alberta Bookstores 
and Alberta Playwrights Network present the annual 
Creative writing festival. Events include readings, competi- 
tions, and workshops. Info; www.bookstore.valberta.ca or 
492-4215. 


MEETINGS 


ACOA EVERY MON, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS, 7:30 PM. BSMT, 
BRAESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD DR,, ST. 
ALBERT, CORNER OF BISHOPST. & SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
AVE. USE NORTH ENTRANCE. Twelve-step support program 
for adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families. 
EDMONTON NATURE CLUB JAN 18, 7:30 PM. ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. Panel discussion on 
Beaverhill Lake. ENC holds monthly meetings with guest 
speakers. Info: Mark, 430-7134 or mreine@telusplanet.net. 
FRENCH MEETUP Informal conversation group, alllevels | 
of French speakers welcome. Info: french.meetup.com/236 
of 720-5169. 

GREAT EXPEDITIONS, HOSTEL TRAVEL 2ND MON EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. HOSTELLING INTERNATIONAL, 10640-81 
AVE. Everyone welcome. For presentation schedule or info: 
Sylvia, 454-6216 or 455-6741. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 

PM. WOODY’S, 2ND FL, 11723 JASPER AVE. Cross-dressers, 
transsexuals, friends, and supporters meet. Info: 387-3343 or 
groups yahoo.com/group/edmonton illusions, 
WOW-WILD ON WORDS THREE BANANAS CAFE, 
CHURCHILL SQUARE An eclectic creative writing group wel- 
coming both professional and amateur writers. Suggested 
donation $10. Monthly meetings. Info: feelgoodbewel- 
lin2007@gmail.com. 

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 
SPM. REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics | 
and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 
phpgid=3559715104. 


HEALTH & 
WELLNESS 


CLUB LULU LULULEMON, 10544-82 AVE Weekly activities 
to get you moving. Info: www.lululeman.com, 435-9363 or 
whyte-communityfalululemon.com. 

COMMUNITY WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE JAN 9, 
SOUTHEAST EDMONTON 12-week program advising healthy 
nutrition and exercise. Info: Val, 463-6093 or Shelley, 
463-7718. 

LOTUS SOUL GYM YOGA STUDIO 10518-82 AVE. Multidis 
Cplinary yoga studio offering drop-in and registered classes 
in hatha, vinyasa flow, Pilates, yoga for runners, pre-natal, 
post-natal, mommy & me, and partner workshops. All levels | 
welcome. Info: www.lotussoulgym.com, 434-9642 or info@ 
lotussoulgym.com. 

PRESCHOOL INDOOR SOCCER SAT (NOV-JUN), 9:30 
AM-NOON. SACRED HEART SCHOOL GYM, 96 ST, & 108 AVE. 
Ages 2-12, girls and boys. Basic soccer skilis, taught by FIFA 
certified coach. Info: Tony, 420-0760. 

RAJA YOGA MEDITATION #208, 10132-105 ST. In associa- 

tion with Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization. 

Info: www.bkws.org of 425-1050. 

RIVER VALLEY RUNNERS TUE & THU, 5:15-6:45 PM. 
RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Coached train- 
ing for running on Edmonton's extensive river valley trails, 
includes warm up and cooldown. info: www rivervalleyrun- 
ners.fiet oF 447-1909. 

TOPS: TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY THU 6:30-7:30 PM. 
ALLENDALE COMMUNITY LEAGUE, 6330-1054 ST. Weight 

loss support and information. First meeting is free. Info: | 
TOPS4990@hotmail.com. 
TRANQUILITY MEDITATION WED, 7PM.10502-70 AVE. | 
Tibetan tradition. Free, beginners welcome, instruction | 
available. Info: Lama Ani Kunsang, 633-6157 or www. 
karmatashiling.org. 
VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Monthly events, potluck | 
dinners, and dine-out nights for vegetarians and vegans. =| 
Monthly newsletter includes articles on health, environ- 
ment, and compassion. info: events(vofa.ca or www. 
VofA.ca. 


GABE SDUCATIONACULTY, UF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 


o—— a 


welcome. Info: andre grace@ualberta.ca or 492-0772. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTQ 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
allied community members, and police officers. Email 
questions or concems to epsigbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate 
or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime 
Unit, 421-3489. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 
LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 


| welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwells(éivalberta.ca or 


mwonham@ualberta.ca 


| PRIDE CENTRE 9540-117 AVE, 484-3234, GLBT & Support- 
| ers Community & Resource Centre. Join a group or take part 


in special programming. Hours: Mon-Fri, } pm-10 pm. Info: 
www. pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 
society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 
offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 
recreational activities within a positive socal framework. 
Info: www.teamedmonton.a. 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties. Memberships available, including monthly newsletter. 
Confidentiality assured. Info: www.gaycanada.com/womon- 
space, womonspace@gmail.com, or 482-1794, 


| THURSDAY 


BI-SEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 2ND THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. A social group for bi-curious and bi-sexual 
women. Info: groups. yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton. 
FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALLS-10 PM. 101 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY Info: volleyball@teamedmonton.ca. 
GAYWIRE 6 PM. C/SR 88.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show 
concerning gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. 
News, local and international features, and community 


| events. 


HIV POSITIVE GLBT SUPPORT GROUP 2ND THUEVERY 


| MONTH, 7-9 PM, PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Drop-in sup- 


port group facilitated by Mark from HIV Edmonton. 

LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 2-4 PM, PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 
AVE. Info: Jeff, 488-3234 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 


| PM. WOODY'S, 2ND FL, 11723 JASPER AVE. Cross-dressers, 


transsexuals, friends, and supporters meet. Info: 387-3343 or 
groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton illusions. 


FRIDAY 

TRANS SUPPORT GROUP LAST FRI EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11 AVE. TTIQ Alliance, dinner, and 
social evening for trans-identified and questioning people, 
family and friends. info: 718-1412 or ttigalliance@ishaw.ca. 


| SATURDAY 


NORTHERN CHAPS IST.& 3RD SAT-EVERY MONTH, 9 PM. 
00TS, 10242-106 ST. Edmonton's original leather-fetish- 
uniform club. info: main@northemchaps.com or www. 
northemchaps.com 

NORTHERN TITANS GLBT BOWLING LEAGUE 7PM. 
GATEWAY LANES & RECREATION CENTRE, #100, 3414 GATE- 
WAY BLVD. $15 per person. Info: bowling@lteamedmonton. 
a 

SINGLE LESBIANS OVER 40 Women's social group, 
monthly gatherings for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Info: singlewomen4O0plus@hotmail.com. 

SUIT UP & SHOW UP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. Big 
Book study 12 noon-3 pm. 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 7-9 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-IN AVE. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 


| straight, and questioning youth (under 25) gather to have 
| - furrand lear ina safe, supportive environment. Info: 


members.shaw.ca/yuy. 


SUNDAY 
ARCTIC FRONTRUNNERS 10 AM Runners of all levels of 
ability welcome. Runs are typically 6-8 Km, usually 44-60 


| _ minutes. Coffee afterwards. Info on venues and other runs 
during the week running@teamedmonton.ca, or 436-7892. 


BALLROOM DANCING 7:30-8:30 PM All gender combina- 
tions welcome. Salsa, rhumba, waltz, jive. Info: 469-328) or 
ballroom@teamedmonton.ca. 

BEARS MOVIE NIGHT LAST SUN EVERY MONTH, I-6 PM. 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Movies in the TV room. Info: 
488-3234, 

EDMONTON TRANSEXUAL PEER SUPPORT GROUP 
2ND & 4TH SUN EVERY MONTH, 2PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540- 
IIDAVE. info: 488-3234, 

HATHA YOGA 2-3:30 PM. LION'S BREATH YOGA. Introduc- 
tory level class, free. No previous experience required. Bring 
yoga mat ar towel and water. Info: yoga@teamedmonton, 


| @ 
SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10 


AM, 10740-19 AVE. Welcomes all sexual orientations. Info: 
987-4974, 

SPIRITUAL LIVING CENTRE Info: www.spirituallivingcen- 
tre.comor 989-3752. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH J0 AM. 11526-76 AVE. All 
orientations welcome for Sunday service. Info: 436-1555 or 
wwwaffiemunited.ca, 


MONDAY ee 

CURLING WITH PRIDE MON (UNTIL MAP 17), 7:15 PM. 
GRANITE CURLING CLUB, 8620-107 ST. Info:curling@ 
teamedmonton.a. 
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| TUESDAY 
| FREEDOM METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 7:15 PM. 10086 MACDONALD DR. A church for 
all people. Info: 429-2321. 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB NAIT POOL, 11762-106 
| ST. Recreational and competitive swimming and coaching. 
Beginners encouraged to participate. Practices every Tue (8- 
9 pm) and Thu (7:30-8:30 pm), followed by social meeting. 
Info: swimming@teamedmonton.ca. 
OUTREACH 5 PM. HERITAGE ROOM, ATHABASCA HALL, U 
OF ACAMPUS U of A based group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
| transgendered and straight-but-friendly students, staff, 
and faculty. Open to the community outside the U of A. Info: 
www.outreach.pixelalmighty.com or outreach@ualberta.ca. 
PFLAG PRIDE CENTRE IST TUE EVERY MONTH, 7PM. 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. Support meeting for parents, 
| families, and friends of GLBT people. Info: Ruby, 436-1998 or 
edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca. 
STEP AEROBICS 5 PM. AEROBICS STUDIO, KINSMEN 
SPORTS CENTRE, 9100 WALTERDALE HILL Info: step@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 
TRANS SUPPORT GROUP 2ND TUE EVERY MONTH, 
7.30-9:30 PM: GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH MEETING ROOM, 
11148-84 AVE. Education and support group for trans-identi- 
fied and questioning people. Info: 718-1412 or ttigalliance@ 
shaw.ca. 


WEDNESDAY 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 2ND 
| WEDEVERY MONTH Casual networking with the GLBT busi- 
| mess community. Locations listed on www.edmontonrba. 
| org. 
| FREETOBERECREATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 10) 
| AMISKIWACY ACADEMY $50 per season. Info: recvalleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 
TEAM EDMONTON BADMINTON 6 PM. OLIVER SCHOOL 


GYM, 1027-118 ST. Women’s drop-in recreational badminton, 


all levels welcome. $30 for the season, $5 drop-in. Info: 
465-3620. 

YOURS, MINE, OURS AND US (YMOU) 1ST AND 3RD WED 
EVERY MONTH Support group for GLBT parents, partners, 
and friends. Info: 426-6311 or 415-5434. 

YOUTH THEATRE PROJECT 7 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 
AVE. Using theatre to increase awareness and reduce 
homophobic bullying. No theatre experience required. Info: 
Emily, 488-3234. 


BATH HOUSES 

DOWN UNDER 12224 JASPER AVE.,482-7960 Open 24/7, 
| Info: www.gayedmonton.com. 
| STEAMWORKS 1/745 JASPER AVE, 451-5554 Open 24/7. 
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ING STAR LUKE DOUCET 
:0MES TO TERMS WITH THE 
(GHOSTS OF ROCK'S PAST 





‘ Blue Rodeo, Mon, Jan7. Tickets available through 
er.ca or 451-8000 





zily entertaining the three or four 
gustomers situated along the long 
bar of the old tavern. A middle-aged 
; an, having reached that golden age 
en he and his barstool seemingly 
erge into one melancholy entity, 
ucidates his support for capital 
nishment while the bartender 
Politely, noncommittally nods 
If you just dropped in off the 
eet, without any regard for Cana- 
fan pop culture history, you likely 
Would dismiss the joint as just an- 
ther aging beer parlour, when in 
fact it's The Horseshoe Tavern in 
bronto, one of the country’s lon- 
est-running and most famed music 
lubs. Blue Rodeo took to the stage 
ere the previous night as part of 
fhe vertue’s week-long 60th anniver- 
celebration, revisiting the place 
that helped birth their career. Their 
Opening act from last evening—and 
i" their upcoming Western Cana- 
di in tour—has returned to the scene 
f talk about his new album. 
Luke Doucet, having dismissed 
He spiritual equivalent of cosmetic 
SUrgery, pulls out a small notebook, 
plaining that he’s been in pro- 
a mode for so long—both on his 
Tatest solo effort, Blood to Rich, the 
follow-up to 2005's Juno-nominated 
Broken (And Other Rogue States) 
Mhe lost to Neil Young, not a bad 
lay to experience defeat), and for 
e latest NQ Arbuckle album—that 
’s had to comb his thoughts in re- 
ds to recall the sources of inspi- 
ation for his 12 latest tracks. 
I've had to revisit my notes to 
Ad out what's the emotional cen- 
epiece of this record—what the 
Ick’s it about?” Doucet wonders 
Hore reciting from his scrawl: 
Nostalgia, America, forgiveness... 
© got to come up with a better 
rd because I don’t think forgive- 
8S is really right.” 
e truth is that every song yields 
Own theme. The album is a tight 
fair full of rockabilly reverb, 
Mntry twang, and outright Crazy 
prse-inspired electric squalls. It's 
sound of roots-rock classicism, 
ade modern by Doucet's undeni- 
€ enthusiasm in telling new tales 
‘ough time-honoured forms. “It's 
id of a love letter to my guitar,” 













BREVIEW GUITAR MAN - BY ZOLTAN VARADI |1s1 words 


Dad Rock Ain't Bad Rock 


he acknowledges, departing from 
his notes. “The guitar was so badly 
abused for so long in the late "70s 
and early '80s. Abused in the sense 
that people were so concerned with 
technique and playing fast—the 
wankers. There were so many of 
those guys in the ‘80s until there 
was a whole new breed of young 
punks and musicians who were 
like, “That stuff is horrifying.’ You 


66 THE GUITAR WAS SO BADLY ABUSED 
IN THE LATE’70S AND EARLY ’80S... 
THE INSTRUMENT HAD TO BE REBUILT 


|newsopinion city life music| onscreen {arts | classifieds | ex | theback 


had a bunch of so-called macho 
guys dressed like porn stars, female 
porn stars, and playing with this in 
sane amount of technique... It was 
such a ludicrous farce, and the gui 
tar played the heaviest tax for that 
stupidity. It’s almost like the instru 
ment had to be rebuilt.” 


Those new guitar architects in 





cluded iconic bands like Sonic Youth 


and the Pixies, but also Doucet’s 
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DOUCET from pg 15 

own 90s alt-rock outfit Veal, in 
which he played alongside Nik Ko- 
zub of Edmonton's Shout Out Out 
Out Out. (SO4’s Lyle Bell, inciden- 
tally, provided the artwork for the 
Doucet’s new album.) “ I think it's 
okay to be played again,” Doucet 
says, “to play it with authority and 
with a reverence for history. I have 
a reverence for Les Paul and for Wes 
Montgomery and Charlie Christian 
and Robert Johnson. I'm not by any 
means suggesting that I’m a virtu- 
oso. Absolutely I’m not. But I have 
an intimate relationship with that 
instrument, and I really love it—the 
way it feels to play and the sound 
that comes out of it, and I think it’s 
okay to the acknowledge the past 
a bit. And | think it’s the first time 
in 15 years that I've felt that way. | 
think it’s a lot braver to do that than 
to just dismiss it.” 


Rock of Ages 

The walls of The Horseshoe, like 
those of many clubs, are adorned 
with glass-encased photographs, 
press clippings, old setlists, and oth- 
er assorted memorabilia highlight- 
ing the venue's illustrious past. In- 
terestingly enough, right beside the 
table Doucet and I have chosen is a 
shrine of sorts to one of the bands 
most responsible for the rock are- 
na’s re-embrace and reinvention of 
traditional roots sounds: Wilco 

Of course, they've been doing it for 
14 years, but in 2007 they returned 
to a gentler, less feedback-oriented 
aesthetic on Sky Blue Sky. The move 
prompted a backlash against the 
band, at least in younger quarters 
where the tradition of slaying sacred 
cows was dutifully observed at Vice 
(“If you like this band you suck”) 
and Pitchfork Media (“nakedly ex- 
poses the dad-rock gene Wilco has 
always carried”). 

“Dad rock?” Doucet sputters in- 
credulously. “I make dad rock. That's 
what I do. You know, Tom Petty and 
the Heartbreakers, Dire Straits, ear- 
ly-’80s Bruce Springsteen.... I even 
like late-’70s Stones. Everybody 
hates late-’70s Stones, and I like the 


shit. Tattoo You is a great record.. 


Some Girls is fantastic. 

“Who am I kidding?” he sighs, 
succumbing to the inevitable real- 
ization that he’s looking out over the 
other side of the age gap. “Ten years 
ago, I would have said my favourite 
bands were The Meat Puppets or Di- 
nosaur Jr. or The Flaming Lips when 
they were still a punk band... Now I 
hear The Traveling Wilburys, and 
I'm like, “Wow-listen to the sound 
of those drums.’ | guess it’s just be- 
cause we're in our 30s and we're 
getting old. I hate to admit that that’s 
the case, but it confirms so many of 
the adages and clichés that I so des- 
perately want not to be true.” 

As such, Doucet admits he’s ner- 
ee | about the reaction to his latest 
work, which will be released nation- 
wide the day after his Edmonton 
appearance. (It'll be available at the 


show.) “I don't like opinions—I like 
mine and that's it,” he jokes. “At 
some point there's going to be this 
tsunami of opinions, and I’m fuck- 
ing terrified. I don’t get Google alerts 
on myself, but I want to know if the 
overall consensus is that this record 
is a piece of shit or if it’s not. Of 
course, | need to know that.” 


Career Opportunities 

While it’s a safe bet that Doucet 
won't be embraced by what he calls 
the “indie intelligentsia,” anyone 
with an ear for a warm melody in 
a country-rock context ought to 
be satisfied by the effort. Yet his 
fears are understandable; Doucet 
has been a working musician for 17 
years, but has only recently begun 
earning a reliable, decent income. 
And while he’s a more than capable 
player who's managed to make do 
with session work in the past, play- 
ing with the likes of Sarah McLach- 
lan, former Violent Femme Gordon 
Gano, Chantal Kreviazuk, Oh Su- 
sanna, Veda Hille, and even taking 
a lead slot on Blue Rodeo’s last tour, 
filling in for an absent Greg Keelor, 
a recent move to Nashville and back 
to Canada again with his wife, sing- 
er/songwriter Melissa McClelland, 
drove home the point that he's not 
ready to surrender his creative de- 
sires for the safety that would come 
with being a guitar-slinger for hire. 

“Nashville is a weird city,” he says. 
“The irony about Nashville is that 
it's considered Music City USA, and 
it’s one of the least musical places 
I’ve ever been. There’re a lot of great 
musicians playing a lot of mediocre 
music in that town, and they're do- 
ing it because it's how they pay their 
rent or their mortgage. It’s a bunch 
of 45-year-old guys who are great 
musicians—fantastic ~ musicians— 
who don’t want to tour anymore, 
and the only way to make a living 
and not tour is to go to Nashville 
and be a session guy or a songwriter 
or something, and you end up creat- 
ing mediocre crap for mediocre art- 
ists. | don’t want to indict the entire 
Nashville country music scene on 
the same charges; there’s a lot of 
great stuff coming out of there, but 
there's a lot of fucking crap. And I 
just found I’m not ready to be a mer- 
cenary yet. I’m still passionate about 
creating. I use the term ‘art’ loosely, 
but I want to create something that's 
personal and meaningful.” 

As our interview winds to a close, 
Presley's “It's Now Or Never” pipes 
through the house sound system, 
as if the club itself is weighing in 
on this crucial juncture in Doucet's 
career. But as the musician wanders 
away, he doesn’t head for the door, 
but instead ambles toward the back 
of the club, examining the memora- 
bilia on the walls as if he’s seeing it 
for the first time. It’s then that you 
realize that chart success or no, so 
long as Doucet keeps his eyes on the 
prize, “never” could be a long time 
coming. 
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COMMENTARY « LIVE MUSIC: BY ANN VRIEND 360 words 


The Year The Music Died 


WHY ISN'T THERE AN A-LIST 
SMALL MUSIC VENUE IN 
EDMONTON—AND DO WE EVEN 
DESERVE ONE? 





February 2007 saw the closure of 
Edmonton's longstanding A-list 
small venue for original music, the 
Sidetrack Café. In it's original loca- 
tion (not the short-lived Sidetrack 


| redux) it offered sound quality and 


technicians second to none—that 
room was wired for sound and tuned 
like no other in Western Canada, 
and Graham Kiddel was/is the most 
freakishly talented sound tech in the 


| city, hands down. The Sidetrack of- 
| fered great staging, lighting, food, a 


greenroom, free parking, and a high 


| profile marquee. 


But this isn’t just a lamentation for 
the Sidetrack—we've heard that 
already. Why has no other venue 


| stepped in to fill the void? The Star- 


lite comes close, but isn’t quite there 


| We're even short on B-list space, it 


seems, and while there probably isn’t 


| one answer that suffices to wholly 


explain our predicament, there have 
been a lot of ideas floated amongst 
the city’s musicians and promoters 
of late. These are a few. 


THEORY #1: WE ONLY LIKE 
THE HITS 

Edmonton spends a ton of money on 
live music, actually. But that money 
tends to go to established, Top 40 
touring acts of today or days gone by, 


| rather than original music performed 


by Edmonton artists or small-time 
touring artists playing clubs. 


| This theory is borne out if you look 


at the revenues of the few rooms we 
do have dedicated to local and small- 
time performers. The Sidetrack 
Café, with its high overhead, found it 
impossible to stay afloat whether the 
room was full or not—and in its last 
days, the latter was often the case. 
For much the same reason, even the 
Powerplant on the U of A campus 
stopped hosting live music this past 
year—it became a financial burden 
to do so, especially with rising rent 
costs in the Students’ Union build- 
ing, and rising tuition costs causing 
students to spend less on entertain- 
ment. The Blackspot Café on Stony 
Plain Road went out of business just 
this past month. But the blockbuster 
venues—Edmonton Event Centre, 
Rexall Place, Winspear, etc...—don’t 
look to be hurting 


THEORY #2: WE JUST 

AREN'T VERY GOOD? 

A less popular, even more worrisome 
possibility is that there aren’t enough 
quality acts in town that people love 
enough to go hear. Though there are 
hugely popular acts based in €dmon- 
ton—like Juno nominated electro- 
disco rockers Shout Out Out Out 





a 


Out, Juno winners Sandro Dominelli 
(jazz) and The McDades (world/ 
folk), the platinum selling Corb 
Lund, and many, many others, most 
of these acts find themselves having 
to tour constantly to find bigger mar- 
kets support their careers, only play- 
ing at home once in a while. 

The acts remaining are the weekend 
warriors who grace the stages of their 
own hometown and juggle other ca- 
reers on the side. Though impossible 
to count, there have got to be hun- 
dreds of band in Edmonton, all vying 
for a place to play, all vying for your 
attention on Myspace and Facebook. 
The venue shortage has been sort-of 
addressed at the grassroots level: this 
year, Fiulbert’s, Axis Café, and others 
emerged as new (though certainly 
not A-list venues), and performers 
were eager to fill them. But filling 
those rooms with live music fans 
seemed to be the real problem. Is the 
sad truth that there are more people 
in Edmonton who want to play mu- 
sic than there are fans who want to 
hear them play? If so, why? 


THEORY #3: IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THE BENJAMINS (ER, 
ROBERT BORDENS...) 

Like any supply and demand sce- 
nario, when there’s a surplus of 
something, its value goes down. 
The abundant quantity of acts has 
virtually dictated the value of mu- 
sic has and will plummet. The fact 
that highly accomplished musicians 
are now often expected to play for 
free or for the profits from a door 
charge—or even pay to play in some 
rooms—is largely the result of this 
phenomenon. 

And on a global scale, music down- 
loading has put an all-time low price 
tag on music. Even if you don’t rip 
something for free, almost any song 
can be had on iTunes for a whop- 
ping 99 cents. (Less if you use one of 
those dodgy grey-market mp3 sites.) 
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Full House | Gogol Bordello's packed February 2006 ig at the Sidetrack. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
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Perhaps what's happening in Edmon 
ton merely represents how music i) 
valued worldwide: it's a commodity 
people no longer expect to pay for 
Meanwhile, the rising cost of living iy 
town has dealt a big blow to the pock 
etbooks of Edmonton musicians. We 
all need day jobs now, and by defauli 
have have less time to spend writing 
recording, and playing music. And a 
you might expect under such condi 
tions, we're seeing an exodus of ac 
complished and ambitious musicians 
from Edmonton: Rachelle Van Zant 
en, Wendy McNeill, the Murder City 
Sparrows, Ben Spencer, Shuyler Jan 
sen, Ben Sures, and Adam Gregory 
to name a few who've left recently 
Not one award went to an act from! 
Edmonton at the Western Canadian 
Music Awards this past fall, despite 
Edmonton being among the thir 
largest city included, and despite the 
output of highly trained musician’ 
from MacEwan College's nation 
ally renowned pop and jazz progratt! 
flooding our city’s clubs. 


So, why isn’t there an A-list room 
in Edmonton? Perhaps a combina 
tion of all these points? It takes é 
tremendous amount -of creativity 
talent, and business skills for botli 
musicians and original music ver: 
ues to stay afloat in Edmonton's cur 
rent cultural and economic market 
Maybe raw capitalism is the answe! 
winnowing the lot down to the be# 
venues and musicians, resulting "" 
the emergence of an increasing!) 
exciting scene. And/or, as is already 
happening, the increase in privalé 
house concerts and not-for-profi 
clubs will provide an alternative 4! 
mosphere, sheltered somewhat frot 
the competitive marketing enviror 
ment. €ither way, it’s clear that a !0! 
of Edmontonians do care about liv? 
music, and still want to keep it alive 
Hats off to them. 
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Not In Da Club 









IN’S CLUB SCENE 
CETTING STODGIER AND 
DGIER—SO HERE'S MY WISH 
FOR 2008 





a recent correspondence with one 
€dmonton’s pre-eminent club 
moters regarding coverage for 
upcoming show, I couldn't resist 
pping my wish list of acts I’d ap- 
ciate seeing here in 2008. There 
s, of course, no reply—presumably 
cause the artists and DJs I enjoy 
too obscure to be bankable prop- 
jes for Edmonton's “fickle” club- 
ing set. (What the fuck is wrong 
ith you people, anyway?) 
That isn’t to say there aren't any 
DJs with Edmonton dates booked. 
the contrary, not since the rag- 
raves of the 1990s has the city’s 
électronic music scene been so busy. 
And not to worry, Mom and Dad: 
the era of your teenaged young ‘uns 
popping pills in run-down ware- 
fiouses has been replaced by your 
ne’er-do-well twentysomething 
spawn snorting blow off the back of 
ightclub toilets—all sponsored by 
(insert liquor company name here). 
fs understandable. Getting drunk 
Or tweaked is a surefire way to dull 
yourself to the growing mediocrity 
of Edmonton clubbing. 
Yes, thanks to Alberta's hot econ- 
‘my, disposable incomes are at an 
all-time high, but even with all that 
Money to burn, party people aren't 
faced with a banquet of choices. 





































" ‘I believe the saying goes ‘If it ain’t 
Broke, don't fix it,”” laments Dane 
MacDonald, who spins techno as 
lane Gretzky and works the counter 
t Treehouse Records. “Edmonton 
fallen victim to a never-ending 
Cycle of supporting crap, like the 
sounds of DJ mag top 100 DJs who 
Rave been here five times in the last 
Wo years. At the same time, there 
are other promoters who are throw- 
ing shows with money out of their 
pockets. They’re trying to do 
omething new, exciting, and, dare I 
, different, but people don’t show 
eir support. You have to give to re- 
ive or nothing will change. Frank- 
the cycle makes me dizzy.” 

There are plenty of places that are 
kay” where the music is “decent” 
id the sound is “all right” (though 
lore often just passable). All told, 
Sounds pathetically apologetic. 
wcomers to electronica (thanks, 
V!) may chalk up this naysaying 
) nothing more than “jaded raver 
mdrome.” Still, at the risk of hurt- 
= my own chances at landing more 
gS in the city, 1 will go out ona 
bt-too-precarious limb and say that 
smonton hasn't got a single truly 
eat dance club, Sp 

ocal DJs will attest to the fact 
at the conditions at many Edmon- 
n bars and nightclubs for DJs are 
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wanting—so much so that DJs are 
often forced to bring along their own 
equipment to make a night happen 
Without adequate 
they lug their own turntables, CD 
players, mixer, laptop, and records 
just for the privilege of hearing their 


compensation, 


top tunes squawk faintly out of a 
dozen rundown speakers powered 
by a home stereo amplifier. 

“| have heard good sound in a few 
Edmonton hotspots, but it’s never a 
permanent fixture to any club here,” 
says breakbeat mistress Mindy Coo- 
per, who just celebrated her eighth 
year spinning as DJ Sweetz. “I know 
more and more DJs with full sound 
systems who are now investing 
in lighting and visuals to enhance 
someone else’s club and the overall 
experience.” 







As much as there's a misconcep- 
tion that you have to consume drugs 
and alcohol to appreciate electronic 
music, there's no disputing that 
dance music is at its most compel- 
ling when it’s played loud. (Please 
note, however, that “loud” means 
testicle-tingling, not deafening.) Un 
fortunately, good sound at Edmon- 
ton nightclubs has historically fallen 
somewhere behind inane priorities 
like bars made out of ice or cages for 
go-go dancers. I'd love to be proven 
wrong this year and see a club pack 
‘em in with something as simple as 
beefy bass 

My wish list for 2008 also calls 
for a moratorium on what ! refer to 
“douche house” (you people know 
who you are) and techno’s return to 
its rightful place as the destroyer of 


Fett) cell oenar eenee 


acoustic 
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all dancefloors. As for the acts them- 


fresh faces like Ewan Pearson, Luke 
Slater, Craig Richards, Terry Francis, 





Ellen Allien, Trentemoller, Gabriel 
Ananda, and, while I’m dreaming, 
The Knife, Daft Punk, or Goldfrapp. 
Somebody get on that, wouldya? 


res 


selves, we really need to see some | 
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COMMENTARY - DIARY OF AB 533 words 


Welcome to the Internet 





LOST IN THE SUPERMARKET 

PORN AND CELEB GOSSIP: 
GOOD. MUSIC: BAD. THAT'S 
THE BIG LESSON THAT 2007 
TAUGHT THE MUSIC INDUSTRY 





Okay, before we begin the New Year 
afresh and begin telling the tale of 
the music industry’s phoenix-like as- 
cent from the ashes of '07 (right?), 
let’s do last tally of the damages 
wrought by that most horribilis of, 


er, annuses. . 





Canadian Sunset | Piano man and national treasure Oscar 
Peterson sadly didn’t make it to 2008. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


The New York Times, always the 
place to get all your street-cred wor- 
thy news, has declared 2007 “The 
Year the Hip-Hop Machine Broke 
Down,” citing such culturally shat- 
tering events as the death of Pimp 
C, as well as an overall decline in rap 
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sales by 21 per cent over the previ- 
ous year. 

Of course, the hip-hop crowd is 
only the latest group to take a finan- 
cial hit. On the concert front, a few 
middle-aged white guys did okay 
(The Police were the top draw and 
Springsteen continues to sell out 
wherever he sets down), but overall, 
live shows saw their worst year since 
2004, with Pollstar reporting a 15.6 
per cent drop in revenue. 

Music blogs, too, underperformed 
against expectations, with rumours 
swirling that Gawker Media mogul 
Nick Denton, who owns such suc- 
cessful specialty sites as Fleshbot 
(pornography) and Defamer (Hol- 
lywood gossip), is looking to unload 
his tunes 'n’ tattle entry Idolator af- 
ter it averaged only about a million 
page views per month in its inaugu- 
ral year. It sounds like a-pretty de- 
cent number until you compare it to 
Denton’s more valued sites, such as 
the flagship Gawker (New York me 
dia gossip), which pulls in 10 times 
that number of readers on average 

So-0-0-0 
to be made out there? Well, if your 


is there any money 


exact a heavy toll on beloved enter- | 
tainers, be they Charlie Chaplin or | 


Dean Martin or even Funkadelic’s 
Eddie Hazel. (The first two died on 


December 25, 1977 and 1995, while | 


Hazel departed this earth on Decem- 
ber 23, 1992.) 


This year, Canada’s Oscar Peter- 


son gave up the ghost on the evening 


of December 23 at the age of 82 in | 


Mississauga. He’s been eulogized 


quite thoroughly by this point, but it | 


would seem remiss not to say salut to 
Canada’s one bona fide jazz genius. 
Rest in peace, Mr. Peterson. 


Boo Wu 

Has there been a coup in the house 
of the Wu? Raekwon and Ghostface 
Killah already had some well-pub- 
licized beefs with the chief sonic 
architect of the Staten Island Clan. 


The former called the RZA a “hip- | 


hop hippie” in a online interview, 
while the latter told the Village Voice 
that he thought their in-house pro- 
ducer had “fumbled the ball” with 
regard to the Wu-Tang Clan’s recent- 
ly released 8 Diagrams. 


Then, just before Christmas at a | 
| wakes up. A mini-squall of 





A FEW MIDDLE-AGED WHITE GUYS (THE POLICE, BRUCE 
SPRINGSTEEN) DID OKAY, BUT OVERALL, LIVE SHOWS SAW 
THEIR WORST YEAR SINCE 2004. 





name is Steve Jobs, congratulations: 
Apple’s stock zoomed to an all-time 
high in the days following Christ- 
mas, with a spike in iPod sales driv- 
ing company shares up to $200. 


It Was Good to Know You 
And now on to... the sad news 


Christmastime seems to 
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performance in Chicago, the group 


took to the stage minus their leader | 


of a decade and a half and uttered 


not a single syllable from the new | 


recording. 


Too bad. I still think “Wolves,” 


which features George Clinton, is | 


their strongest collective cut since 
their debut. 
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THE SUMMERLAD 
City of Noise 

(Saved by Radio) 

kok kk 





City of Noise had an unlikely 
genesis for a rock ‘n’ roll 
record. It was originally 
commissioned by Calgary's 
One Yellow Rabbit Theatre 
Company for a festival 

in 2005—and since then, 
Calgary art-rockers The 
Summerlad have refined it, 
recorded it, and put itout as 
the follow-up to their last 
album, (2005's excellent 
Themes: International) 

It's supposed to be a sonic 
representation of a “day 

in the life of a city"—so we 
start with a droning buzz, 

a pre-waking dream. From 


| there we launch into a 


martial stomp as the city 


| feedback then signals, um, 


lunchtime, | guess, and then 
we hear a warm, languid 


melody, slowly building until 


it peters out and the band 
heads into the evening with 


| anervy, punky stomper (in- 


cluded on a separate track 
as the album's single). Then 


it fades into a short, country- 


flavoured comedown. Then 
it’s over. 

It’s an ambitious trip, but 
for the most part it holds 
together, a simultaneously 
highly conceptual and thrill- 
ingly accessible 40 minutes 
of music. Best enjoyed loud. 
Actually, probably best 
enjoyed live, but this'll have 


todo in lieu. 
MATTHEW HALLIDAY 


KATE RUSBY 
Awkward Annie 
(Pure) 

| kk wy 


There's very little clumsi- 
ness on display on Awkward 
Annie, the new disc from 

the much-loved English 
folksinger Kate Rusby. The 
arrangements are charming 
and unfussy, the songs (a 
mix of traditional tunes 

and Rusby originals, with a 
jaunty cover of The Kinks’ 
“The Village Green Preserva- 
tion Society” thrown In as a 
bonus track) are heartfelt 
and sentimental without 
being syrupy, and Rusby's 
confident yet intimate 

voice effortlessly nails every 
emotional tremor. Not even 
“Daughter of Heaven,” a 
lament for a dead child, 
feels exploitative: when 
Rusby sings the repeated line 
“She's gone to a new place 
now,” she tempers her sad- 
ness with a matter-of-fact 
acceptance of her loss that's 
all the more heartbreaking 
because of its restraint. 

It's not all misery on 
Awkward Annie, though: the 
whimsical title track, which 

| opens the disc, wouldn't 
sound out of place ona 
children's album, and Rusby 
even raises a chuckle with 
“The Old Man,” a pretty 
dopey traditional tune about 
a farmer who learns a lesson 
in humility when he switches 
jobs with his wife. Awkward 
Annie is Rusby's first disc 

on which she served as her 
own producer; hopefully she 
won't be switching that job 
with anybody on hernext 


one. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 





| 








THE KILLERS 
Sawdust 


(Island) 
Kk kr } 





B-sides and outtakes co! 
lections: are they totally 
useless? Well, not entirely 
but there was once a time 
when these sorts of musica\_ 
orphans were salted away 
for an occasion more specia)_ 
than the Christmas shop- 
ping season—like after the 
(hopefully untimely and 
bizarre) death of at least 
one of those responsible, no! 
including the drummer. But 
who cares about that? 
Rabid Killers fans couldn 
expected to wait any longe | 
to hear the outtakes from 
the only two full-lengths th: 
band has mustered so far 
and a remix of their biggest 
hit to date. Curiosity-seeker| = 
may find themselves drawn |” 
to the several covers on 
offer—"Ruby Don't Take You 
Love to Town,” made famou! 
by Kenny Rogers when he 
was about Brandon Flowers 
age, Dire Straits’ “Romeo ani 
Juliet,” and “Shadowplay’ bj 
Joy Division—or perhaps the 
duet with Lou Reed, an inte; 
esting juxtaposition betwee! 
the all-time king of deadpz 
and the current reigning 
prince of pop histrionics. 
Still others, like those with 
an interest in crappy cover 
art, might be interested in 


the crappy cover art. 
CRAIG ELLIOTT 
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aw RONNIE KERR CASINO YELLOWHEAD. 
LIVE MUSIC SMART ALEX URBAN LOUNGE 
; SOULED OUT CASINO EDMONTON. 
THURSDAY DJS/DANCE CLUBS 
ROOTS | BITCH BITCH BITCH NEW CITY SUBURBS w/DJ Devish, 
ee een ies Seiten Roel ere 


CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRALOUNGE Local 


HORTS w/ Matt, Mark & Rick. 
THAT'S E-TOWN EDDIE S house & intemational guest Dis. Every Friday, 

















“Every Thursday. DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB Every Friday. 
DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY’S Every Friday. 
"POP & ROE ans DJ LOOSE CANNON IRON HORSE Every Friday, 
"NEIL MACDONALD U : DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS Every Friday. 
DIS. /DANCE CLUBS FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM Every Friday, 
" DJHARRY JAMES THE DOCKS Every Thursday. FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE DJ Groovy Cuvy, OJ 
{LOVE BOSNEW CITY LIKWIDLOUNGE w/DexterNebula& | Fuuze. Every Friday 
* pnarchy Adam Every Thursday, FRIDAY NIGHT FREEK OUT NEW C/TY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ 
EDUCATION BACKROOM VODKA BAR w/DJ DJs Jebus & Anarchy Adam of CISR & G-Whiz. Every Friday. 
Taverbeam, triphop du, lounge electro &IDMmash-up. | FUNKY FRIDAYS BACKROOM VODKA BAR w/D! Phif 
" Every Thursday. friends. Every Friday. 
"HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL2 JUICY DJ SUEDE LOUNGE Every Friday 
“LOUNGE Drum & bass w/ Dis Dread- THE MOD CLUB HALO Soul, R&B, 
 pought, PhatCat, MCEnlite, and V 48) UR indie, Brit pop, new wave, reggae & 
‘ guests. Every Thursday. classic punk, DJs Blue Jay & Travy 0. 
TH MOR BROWN RED STAR EVENTHERE Wee 
TEvery Thursday. § NEON NIGHTS FLUID Every Friday. 
" MIAFELLOW BUDDY’S w/ Di RED FRIDAYS THE DOCKS Military 
“WestCoastBabyDaddy. Every appreciation night. Every Friday. 
Thursday. ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS 
" WRMLS WLCM VELVET UNDER- GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL Every Friday. 
{GROUND w/ Nik7. Every Thursday. 
"SALSA STYLE THURSDAYS THE BANK SATURDAY 
ULTRALOUNGE Every Thursday. | 2 . 
" SHORTEE BLACK 006 Every Thursday. ALTERNATIVE 
URBAN a bole LOUNGE | HAVEN THEPAWN SHOP Side Step Fate, Fenix Foundation 
ice Sound Crew. ursday, 
De nse iis BLUES & ROOTS 
ae | MAGILLA FUNK CON-DUO HULBERT'S 
BERIDAY | SLOWBURN WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE. 
ALTERNATIVE POP & ROCK 
TROLE THE PAWN SHOP w/ Raygun Cowboys, The Benders. | GQONTHEROCKS. 
| RONNIEKERR CASINO YELLOWHEAD. 
pa Ae eae eka 
JANAO'CONNOR& TROUPE THECARROTARTS COF- | SOULEDOUT CASIND EDMONTON, 
FEEHOUSE Improv at The Carrot. SURVIVAL METAL NIGHT RENDEZVOUS. 
"SLOWBURN WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE. DJS/ DANCE CLUBS 
J AZZ ATHLETES’ NIGHT RATT w/ DJ Kriegs. Every Saturday. 
= — BODY & SOUL SATURDAYS BACKROOM VODKA BAR Remo 
ALES TOO De Janeiro, Waylon Sherrington, & weekly guests. Every 
PoP & ROCK Saturday. 
G0 ON THE ROCKS. DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB Every Saturday, 





| ROCK“N’ ROLL HEAVEN ‘N’ HELL NEW CITY LIKWID 


DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR Every Saturday. 

DJ JOHNNY SKY DANTE’S BISTRO Every Saturday. 

DJ NIC-E SUEDE LOUNGE Every Saturday, 

FOR THOSE WHO KNOW HALO House w/ Junior Brown, 
Luke Morrison, and Nestor Delano. Every Saturday. 

OH SNAP! THE TEMPLE Degree & All Out Dis. Every 
Saturday. 

RED CARPET SATURDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM Every 
Saturday. 

PLANET INDIGO SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS LEVEL 2 
LOUNGE Breaks, electro, house, spun by PI residents. Every 
Saturday. 


) 
LOUNGE w/ Nazz Nomad & Beaid of Bees. Every Saturday, | 
ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAPBARSGRILL | 


| Every Saturday, 


SATURDAYS SUCK NEW CITY SUBURBS w/ Greg Gory & 
Blue Jay, Every Saturday. 

SUGGESTIVE SATURDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Every 
Saturday. 

URBAN DANCE PARTY IRON HORSE w/ D! 420. Every 
Saturday. 


LINDA 


POP & ROCK 
SOULIAH FYAH ON THE ROCKS Every Sunday. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 


| DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S House, progressive, trip-hop. 
| Every Sunday. 


HOUSE ARREST STOLL/'S w/ Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, and guests. Every Sunday, 


MONDAY 


| DJS/DANCE CLUBS 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S Every Monday. 
MUNCH ON METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Every Monday. 


DJS/DANCE CLUBS 

DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY’S. Every Tuesday. 

DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR Every Tuesday. 

COOL LATIN TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA Dance lessons. 
Every Tuesday. 

IN THE KRAUT NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ Dr. Erick. 
Every Tuesday. 








RD. 406-2916 

FOUR ROOMS 137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 426-4767 

FOX PUB 0125-109 ST. 990-0680 

FRESH START CAFE 484 RIVERBEND SQUARE, 433-9623 
FUNKY BUDDHA 1034)-82 AVE. 433-9676 


VENUE GUIDE 


ARDEN THEATRE #5 ST. ANNE ST,, ST. ALBERT 459-1542 
THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. 
ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL 7704-104 ST. 432-4611 
































GAS PUMP 10150-1 ST. 488-4843 
S SCMERUAGE EL Gea H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE 1004-82 AVE. 433-5794 
HALO 10538 JASPER AVE. 423-4256 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 ST. 430-9200 
BAR WILD 1055] WHYTE AVE. 432-0814 
BELL & COURT PUB 200-10A MAIN BLVD. SHERWOOD 
PARK 464-1326 
BLACK DOG 10425-82 AVE. 439-1082 
BLIND PIG #32 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 418-6332 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 AVE. 989-2861 
BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 AVE. 439-5058 
"| B-STREET BAR TI618-11] AVE. 414-0545 

BUDDY'S 11725B JASPER AVE. 488-7736 


HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 ST. 421-9698 

HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 AVE. 490-7359 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. 452-1168 
HULBERT'S 7601-115 ST. 436-116) 

IVORY CLUB & EBONY LOUNGE 2940 CALGARY TR. 
SOUTH, 465-6800 

JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR 9640-142 ST. 451-8890 
JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. 426-5367 

JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE 9221-34 AVE. 


, 466-6552 
oe PAST EL EEL JOHN L HAAR THEATRE 10045-155 ST. CENTRE FOR THE 
ARTS, 497-4340 


CAFELEVA 11053-86 AVE, 479-5382 


CAFE BRITT 1-20 MCLEOD AVE, SPRUCE GROVE 962-2511 JAR. GRILL & BAR 3901-106 ST. 436-4403 


JUGS PUB 7450-82 AVE. 465-4046 










O’BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 JASPER AVE. 482-4767 
THE OVERDRIVE 6104-104 ST. 439-9485 
THE PAWN SHOP 2ND FL, 10551-82 AVE. 432-0814 
PEPPERS 320 WESTMOUNT CENTRE, 113 AVE. & 135ST. 
451-8022 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-57 AVE. 434-2870 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
439-9046 

RAMADA SOUTH 5359 CALGARY TRAIL 434-343] 
RATT 7THFL, SUB, UOFA CAMPUS 492-2153 
RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 ST. 444-1822 

ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE 7128 ADA BLVD., 
CONCORDIA CAMPUS 479-8487 

THE ROCK PUB #570 ST. ALBERT RD. 458-5571 
ROSARIO'S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL 1/715-108 AVE. 
447-472] 

ROSE & CROWN PUB 10235-101 ST. 426-7827 
ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL 10475-80 AVE. 439-7211 

SNEAKY PETE'S 12315-118 AVE. 451-7770 

‘STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 ST. 
428-1099 





| THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 03576 AVE 
7580 IULAN'SPIANO BARCHATEWLOUS, ETT >) Teg "QM ST.BASI'SCULTURAL CENTRE 
ITT KINGSWAY AVE 452-770 TOBIS-7TAVE. 436-6410 
| CASTLEDOWNS PuB 16753100 ST. 457-7 ' ROCK 
} cASINO EDMONTON KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB STEPS TEA LOUNGE 
ion Se ee MM20-2ST. 47-4705 COLLEGE PLAZA, T6-82 AVE 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 2464-1535. 424-9467 eS nian 
Duarrsicieae ee ST. 461-0587 STRATHEARN STEAK & 
6304-164 AVE, 68-170 PIZZALOUNGE 954-675T 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUBZzrMiLBOURNERD. LE SPUBU3AKINSDR. SL ALBET pees 
THE LOCKER ROOM 10209-100 AVE THE STUDIG& MEAD HALL 
421-8692 10940-1664 ST. 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 1005-101 ST THE TAPHOUSE 9020 MCKENNEY AVE, ST. 
281618 ALBERT, 458-0860 
MEGATUNES 1355-62 AVE. 434-6342 TEDDY'S PALACE361/ASPERAVE, 488-0984 


CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 428-5618 
DOYLE'S PUB 2619-151 AVE. 473-1961 
THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE, 454-9978 
PUB 6402-118 AVE. 474-5554 





METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 ST. 990-0704 

MOJO'S PLACE 10115-88 AVE, FORT SASK. 992-0505 
MONA LISA PUB 9606-118 AVE. 477-7752 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10116-79 ST, 450-9906 
MURRIETA’S 10612-82 AVE. 438-4100 

MUTTART HALL ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 MACDONALD 
DR. 497-5040 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 10354 JASPER 
AVE. 425-9730 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE. 490-1999 
NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. 429-(LUB 

NIKITA’S 10162-1004 ST. 414-0606 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 3535: 

AVE, 452-6610 . 








FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-9957, 439-978 
FILTHY MCNASTYS 2ND FL, 1511-82 AVE. 432-5224 
GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR 13403 FORT 
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‘TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. 452-7770 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 ST. 990-1712 
URBAN LOUNGE 10544 WHYTE AVE. 437-7699 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 ST. 428-7827 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 AVE. 451-5506 
WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL 11712-87 AVE. 433-7800 
WINSPEAR CENTRE #4 CHURCHILL SQUARE 426-1414 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-101 ST. 436-2286 
XWRECKS 10143-50 ST. 466-8069 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 AVE. 432-0426 






ROCKSTAR TUESDAYS SUITE 69 Sould Out DJs. Every 










music listings 


é “| CONCERTS 


Tuesday. 
SHAKEDOWN VELVET UNDERGROUND w/ DI Generic EVE | apa WET AND DAVID MYLES JAN/9, 8PM. QUEEN 
Teexiay ALEXANDRA HALL Presented by the Norther Lights Folk 
Club. Tickets $18 at TIX. 
THE EAST VILLAGE OPERA COMPANY JAN 26, 7:30 PM 
WEDNESDAY FESTIVAL PLACE Tickets $28-S32at the Festival Place box 
; office. 
DIS/DANCECLUGS J OUNGEEvely ELIZABETH SHEPHERD JAN 18, 730 PM. FESTIVAL PLACE 
Wednesday. ’ = Tickets $28-S32 at Festival Place box office. 
PANIC WITH THEJ-BOTS VELVETUNDERGROUND Every | YW 
Wednesday, 
| WILD CHERRY WEDNESDAYS STOLL!'S w/ Tripswitch, . CONCERTS cont’d pg 20 


| Rezidnt Funk, Steve Velocity, Fusion. Every Wednesday. 


Visit us onli 
ine edmonto 
n 
PromotionsSPECiA, npubs.com 
’ 


‘ewsletters 





Reservations 


426-782’ 
LIVE ENTERTAINM 





music listings 








GN BIG SCREEN-AND PLASMA TV'S 
DRINK-AND FOSD SPECIALS 








S WM 5 
4 
aomme THE PUCK DROPS ‘SERGE 
} > ; 
‘aera HERE oe 
Sutton Place Hotel Bourbon Street 
426.7827 444.1752 
Capilano Mall 
" 463.7788 





THE ROSE & CROWN PUB 


10235 101ST (SUTTON PLACE HOTEL, MAIN LEVEL) * 426.7827 


KARAOKE 


SATURDAY NIGHTS * DRINK SPECIALS 


fe 


YOU KNOW YOU WANYA 





20 = January 3 january 9, 2008 - see magazine « edmonton 


I TROMBONI/JAN 20, 7:30 PM. FESTIVAL PLACE All trombone 
band. Tickets $28-§32 at Festival Place box office. 

JIM BYRNES JAN 19, 7:30 PM. FESTIVAL PLACE ‘House of 
Refuge’. Tickets $28-$32 at Festival Place box office. | 
LOS ANGELES PIANO QUINTET JAN 19, 8 PM. CONVOCA- 
TION HALL, UOF A CAMPUS Presented by the Edmonton 
Chamber Music Society. Tickets $30, $20 senior, $5 student, 
at TIX, The Gramophone, or at the door. 

MACEWAN SHOWCASE BAND JAN 1], 7:30 PM. JOHN 

L HAAR THEATRE Jazz, rock, and pop performances by 
MacEwan Music students. Tickets $10 at TIX. 

MARC ATKINSON TRIO JAN 25, 7PM. ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL 
CENTRE Presented by Full Moon Folk Club. Tickets $17 at TIX. 
MATT ANDERSEN & NDIDI ONUKWULU JAN 23, 7:30 PM. 
THE ARDEN Tickets $25 at the Arden box office or TM. 
MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON WED, 12:10-12:50 PM. 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH JAN 16, Allyson Lyne, Hiromi 
Takahshi, and Diana Nuttal (violin, oboe, cello). Free 
admission, bring a bag lunch. Tea and coffee available. Info: 
468-4964, 

PRO CORO CANADA: THE POWER OF MUSIC JAN 27,2 
PM. WINSPEAR CENTRE Tickets at the Winspear boxoffice, | 
428-1414. 

STEVE PINEO TRIO JAN I], 7PM. ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL 
CENTRE w/ Steve Fisher Trio. Presented by Full Moon Folk 
Club. Tickets $17 at TIX. 

TREVOR SANDERS JAN 23, 12-1 PM. MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Classical guitar concert, part of Music Wednesdays 
at Noon. 


COMING 


JAN7— BLUE RODEO, LUKE DOUCET Jubilee Auditorium 
JAN 12— FABOLOUS Edmonton Event Centre 

JAN 14 —BIG & RICH, TERRI CLARK, EMERSON DRIVE 
Rexall Place 

JAN 17 —GEORGE CARLIN Jubilee Auditorium 

JAN T7 —MICHAEL BUBLE Rexall Place 

JAN 17-19 — MIKE BULLARD The Laugh Shop 

JAN 18 —NECRO Starlite Room 

JAN 19 — BACKYARDIGANS Jubilee Auditorium 

JAN 25 — MERCYME Shaw Conference Centre 

JAN 27 — THIRD DAY Shaw Conference Centre 

JAN 27 — WILLIAM JOSEPH Winspear Centre 

JAN 28 — JASON ALDEAN Oil City Roadhouse 

JAN 30-31 —SILVERSTEIN, ILL SCARLETT, PROTEST THE 
HERO, THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA Starlite Room 

JAN 30 — THREE DAYS GRACE, SEETHER, ECONOLINE 
CRUSH Shaw Conference Centre 

FEB 2 — PUDDLE OF MUD, NEUROSONIC Jet Nightclub 
FEB 3—LEMYSTERE DES VOIX BULGARES McDougall 
United Church 

FEB 5 — COLLECTIVE SOUL Edmonton Event Centre 
FEB7—ERIC BURDON & THE ANIMALS Edmonton 
Event Centre 

FEB 9 —HAYDEN, JENN GRANT McDougall United 
Church 

FEB 10 — SONATA ARCTICA Starlite Room 

FEB 12—MATT COSTA, DELTA SPIRIT Starlite Room 
FEB 14 — JOHN MELLENCAMP TOM COCHRANE, RED 
RIDER Enmax Centrium 

FEB 14 —RUTHIE FOSTER Winspear Centre 

FEB 15— GERONIMO The Pawn Shop 

FEB 15— WINTERSLEEP Starlite Room 

FEB 15 — XAVIER RUDD Winspear Centre 

FEB 17 — PACO PENA FLAMENCO COMPANY Winspear 
Centre 

FEB 17 — VIDEO GAMES LIVE Jubilee Auditorium 

FEB 19 — VIENNA BOYS CHOIR McDougall United Church 
FEB 19-24 — RIVERDANCE Jubilee Auditorium 

FEB 21-22 —DR. HOOK W/RAY SAWYER Century Casino 
FEB 22 — HOLY FUCK, A PLACE TO BURY STRANGERS 
Starlite Room 

FEB 27 — JOSH RITTER, EMM GRYNER Myer Horowitz 
Theatre 

MAR 3— CRYSTAL CASTLES, HEALTH Starlite Room 
MAR 12 — AVRIL LAVIGNE, BOYS LIKE GIRLS Rexall Place 
MAR 12 —STEVE EARLE, ALLISON MOORER Jubilee 
Auditorium 

MAR 14 —ZIMMER’S HOLE Velvet Underground 

MAR 17 — ANGELIQUE KIDJO Winspear Centre 

MAR 19 — MARTINA MCBRIDE Rexall Place 

MAR 21 — JESSE ROSE Fluid Lounge 

MAR 24 — HAWKSLEY WORKMAN Winspear Centre 
MAR 25 — JASON COLLET Starlite Room 

MAR 25 — RASCAL FLATTS Rexall Place 

MAR 27 — 31], SUGHTLY STOOPID Edmonton Events 
Centre 

MAR 28 —GRIMSKUNK The Pawn Shop 


OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB 9 pm. everyone welcome. 
DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band. 

EDDIE SHORTS 9pm. 

JR. GRILL & BAR 9 pm-] am. Hosted by The Shameless 
Plugs. All styles welcome, BY.O instrument, drums & PA 
provided. 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 8 pm. Bring your 
own instruments, poetry, etc. 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 7 pm. Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Association. Info: 
Ray, 457-9417. 


























SATURDAY y 
BLUES ON WHYTE 4-8:30 pm. Afternoon jam. 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 7-10 pm.Musicand | 
poetry open mic. } 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 7-10 pm. Hosted by Tommy. Info | 
www.morangostekcafes.com. : 
THE NEW TAPHOUSE 3-7 pm. Molson open stage, hosted 

by Carmen Cook. 

STRATHEARN PUB 2ND SAT EVERY MONTH 5-9 pm. Hosted 
by The Royal Tease, followed by karaoke. 


SUNDAY 

CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 3 pm. Open jam & auditions to 
play at C&R. 

DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band. 
EDDIE SHORTS 9 pm. Hosted by Rob Taylor, instruments 
and gear provided. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Afternoon jam hosted by Rock ‘n Roll 
Kenny. 

HULBERT’S 7-10 pm. Hosted by Rhea March, Info: www. 
hulberts.ca. 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 3-6 pm. Hosted by Willie James 
& Crawdad. 

O’BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 9 pm. Hosted by Joe Bird. 
TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 9:30 pm. 

THE OVERDRIVE 1:30-5 pm. “Anything Goes” afternoon 
acoustic jam hosted by The Shufflehound. 


MONDAY 

LBS PUB 9 pm-12:30 am. Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, 
Fred, Gordie & Matt. 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7 pm. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted 
by Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society, Info: Willy, 474-5270, 
THE IVORY CLUB 8 pm. Hosted by Marty Vinko, 


TUESDAY 

THE DRUID 9 pm. Hosted by Chris Wynters. 

THE TAPHOUSE 8:30 pm-1.am. Moosehead Jam, hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins, and Noel Mackenzie. 


WEDNESDAY 

CAFE BRITT 7-9 pm. Hosted by Paul LePage. 

THE ROCK PUB Acoustic night. 

EDDIE SHORTS Open jam, all gear provided. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 7:30 pm. Hosted by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 


| LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 8 pm. Hosted by Brian 
| Gregg. Info: www. littleflower.ca. or 429-3624, 


THE NEW TAPHOUSE 9 pm. Hosted by Danny Floyd. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7:30 pm. Bluegrass jam hosted by 
Norther Bluegrass Circle Music Society. Info: 434-5997, 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Acoustic open mic every Wed, last 
Wed every month Spoken Word open mic. Email Jessie at 
|Ljalbert@gmail.com by Mondays to book a spot that week 


KARAOKE 


B-STREET BAR Wed-Sun w/ Brad Scott. 

BLIND PIG Wed & Fri w/ Shelley. 

BUD'S LOUNGE Fri & Sat, 9 pm-1:30 am w/ Mr. Entertain- 
ment. 

CASTLEDOWN'S PUB Tue, 9 pm-1 am w/ Off-Key 
Entertainment. 

CHIMMY’S Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Jimmy. 
CHRISTOPHER'S PUB Tue, Karaoke Contest until FEB 26, 
$500 first place. Info: Lisa or Kelly, 462-6565. 

CROWN & ANCHOR PUB Thu, 10:30 pm. 


| CLIFFS PUB & PANTRY Sat & Sun w/ Krista, Liquid 


Entertainment. 

DOYLE'S PUB Fri, 10 pm-2 am w/ Cathy. Sat, 10 pm-2 am 
w/ Ewan. 

THE DRUID Wed, 9 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
DUSTER’S PUB Sat. 

ECCO PUB Mon, 9 pm w/ Sonia/Prosound Productions. 
ELEMENT LOUNGE Wed, 9pm. 

FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR Fri, 9pm-lam 
w/ Angel How. 

FOX PUB Tue, 9 pm. 

FUNKY BUDDHA Sun, 9:30 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
GAS PUMP Tue, 9:30-1:30 am w/ Gord's Live Jukebox. 
H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun. 
HAWKEYES T00 Fri, 8 pm w/ Hot Karaoke Productions. 
HILLTOP PUB Wed, 9:30 pm. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Thu & Friw/ Krista, Liquid Entertain- 
ment. 

JUGS PUB Sat, 9 pm. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB Tue & Sun, 6-10 pm. Except 
2nd Tue of the month. 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH Sat, 10-2 am w/Gord's Live Jukeot. 
L.B.’S PUB Tue, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ The Karaokenuts. 
THE LOCKER ROOM PUB Mon, 9 pm-] am w/ Norm. 
METRO BILLIARDS Tue, 10 pm- 2am, w/ Lounge Lizard 
Entertainment. 

MOJO'S Fri, 9:30 pm. w/Sonia/Prosound Productions. 
MONA LISA PUB Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-2 am. Sat, w/ Cathy. 
NIKITA'S Tue & Thu, 7 pm-midnight w/ Shelley. 

ON THE ROCKS Mon, 9:30 pm. Drink the Bar Dry Karaoke 
w/ Scott Parsons, Mr. Entertainment. 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB & GRILL Sat, 9p 
w/ Jennie Joy. 

PEPPERS Thu, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Gord, Stone Rock 
Entertainment. 

RAMADA SOUTH Thu, 8 pm Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Sun. 8 
pm-midnight w/ Colin & Ed, Almost Famous, 

RATT Tues, 9 pm. Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Wed, 8 pm w/ 
Colin, Almost Famous. 

ROSARIO’S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL Daily, 9 pm. 
ROSIE’S BAR & GRILL Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-1:30 am. 
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On SCREEN 


PReviEW THINGS THAT GO iBUMP! IN THE NIGHT - BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 1,074 words 


The Father of 





JUAN ANTONIO BAYONA 
EXPLAINS WHY HIS 
SUPERCREEPY TALE OF A 
SPANISH HAUNTED HOUSE 
ISN'T REALLY A HORROR MOVIE 





Wasn't it about this time last year that 
@ supernatural thriller from Spain 
Byith the name Guillermo del Toro 
Hovering over it crossed the ocean 
and stirred up all kinds of critical 
raise and was nominated for a Best 
reign Language Film Academy 
ward? Following the path carved 
t year by del Toro’s Oscar-winning 
{an’s Labyrinth, Juan Antonio Bayo- 
a's feature film debut, The Orphan- 
, washes ashore in North America 
Ipon a tide of accolades, including 14 
Ominations for Goya Awards—ac- 
faim that no doubt convinced Spain 
make it their country’s official en- 
in this year's Oscars. 
Having del Toro’s name attached 
Producer might conjure up certain 
Pectations, which The Orphanage 
esn't aspire to. Where Pan's Laby- 
th was a dark, brutal fairytale set 
ainst the backdrop of the Spanish 
ivil War, Bayona’s film is a rather 





















‘Look! Behind You! | A ghostly, child-sized apparition looms behind Belén Rueda in The Orphanage. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


quieter contemporary ghost story 
set on the northwest coast of Spain, 
where a mother vies for possession 
of her young son against the spirits 
that inhabit the family’s new home, 
a former orphanage. The director, 
whose career thus far has revolved 
around short film and music videos, 
balks at the description of The Or- 
phanage as a horror film 

“Sometimes people tend to think 
that ghost stories are horror mov- 
es,” Bayona says, “but when I think 
of ghost stories, I think of a movie 
like The Innocents from Jack Clay- 
ton and another movie from him 
called Our Mother’s House—these 
were ghost stories with not too many 
horror elements. | remember when I 
saw for the first time Our Mother's 
House | was so impressed with how 
the movie was dealing with strong 
subject matter like growing up and 
the death of a parent and it was not a 
horror movie, but it was so powerful 
that I thought that was the kind of 
story | wanted to do. And probably 
this kind of story is more European, 
more about character-driven situa- 
tions.” 
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66 | THOUGHT IT WOULD BE PERFECT TO CATCH THE SAME 


MOOD OF MOVIES THAT WERE POLITICAL BUT FOR ME 


WHEN | WAS A 


Bayona says he was lucky to find all 


the qualities he admired in a script by 
Spanish filmmaker Sergio Sanchez. 
“T loved it—there were all these scary 
sequences, very well-written, but 
at the same time there was a lot of 
emotion and the kind of characters 
you're not used to finding in a genre 
movie. The greatest challenge was to 
keep both readings of the story at the 
same time—one reading of the story 
like a classical ghost story with the 
classical elements, and at the same 


A \ CHILD, WERE VERY SC ARY MC 


Spanish-set ghost story The Devil's 
Backbone in another significant 
way: instead of taking the child’s 
perspective of fantastical goings-on, 
The Orphanage aligns itself with the 
perspective of its adult protagonist, 
Laura (played by Belén Rueda), who 
may or may not be wrestling with su- 
It's a movie that's 
very obsessed with the idea of point 


of view,” Bayona says. 


pernatural forces. “ 


“There are 
gaps in the story that we took out in 
the editing room because we wanted 


OVIES 


veal some of the gaps we had in re- 
hearsal. She's very well-known in 
Spain because of her experience on 
TV-—she was playing in comedy on 
TV, so I thought it would be inter- 
esting to cast someone who the au- 
dience wouldn't expect, to put them 
in a situation where they don’t know 
what to expect watching the moyie. 
“I did more or less the same with 
the whole cast—Fernando Cayo, Ma- 
bel Rivera, Montserrat Carrula, they 
are not-too-seen actors on the big 





time you could read the story of a 
woman who can't deal with losing 
her child. In the end, we have this 
perfect puzzle where all the pieces fit 
perfectly, but with these two levels of 
readings that made our job very, very 
difficult.” 

The Orphanage differs from 
Pan's Labyrinth or del Toro's earlier 


to be very radical and extreme with 

the idea of the point of view.” 
Bayona credits his star with evok- 

ing the feelings of parental anguish 


screen and at the same time they are 
playing something completely differ- 
ent from what we are used to from 
them.” 


that are central to The Orphanage's The ghost story traditionally has a 
drama. “I’m not a parent,” he says, special significance to Spanish film- 
“but | had great help in the shoot- goers, a significance that Bayona said 
ing with Belén Rueda—she's a great is embodied in his casting of Geral- 
mother in real life, so she could re- dine Chaplin (Opal from the BBC to 
ORPHANAGE cont'd pg22 : 
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fans of Robert Altman's Nashville) 
as the human connection to The Or- 
phanage’s realm of ghosts. “She has 
a strong connection to Spain because 
of her long relationship with Carlos 
Saura, the Spanish director, and | 
remember her from my childhood 
watching all these Spanish movies 
from Carlos Saura,” Bayona says. 
“These were political movies about 
things we were not able to talk about 
in an open way under the Franco re- 
gime. Geraldine played the ghost of 
a mother in [Saura’s] Cria Cuervos, 
so | thought it would be perfect to 
catch the same mood of movies that 
were political but for me, when I was 
a child, were very scary movies.” 

Bayona said he’s lucky to enjoy a 
strong connection to the current 
Spanish cinema through del Toro 
and Alejandro Amenabar. Del Toro, 
in particular, has been inspiring in 
many ways to the emerging filmmak- 
er, while allowing him to ply his own 
vision with The Orphanage. “First of 
all, as a human being, as a person, 
he is so generous,” Bayona says. “I 
would like to be exactly the same— 
especially in the movie business, it's 
such a hard world sometimes. Also, 
I like the way he works—you know, 
he enjoys so much the pre-produc- 
tion of a movie, visualizing the story 
and working with all the artists... If 
you ask me, the best producer for me 
is another director because he could 
understand perfectly your situation 
and at the same time he was very 
sensitive. He never insisted on ideas 
or suggestions.” 

With the rapturous reception of 
The Orphanage in Spain and, so 
far, internationally, Bayona must be 
feeling an even closer connection to 


contemporary Spanish cinema. The 


multiple award nominations suggest 
he's succeeded in transcending the 
cinematic stigma of the “scary mov- 
ie,” a success he’s glad to share with 
his collaborators. 

“It was the first movie from most 
of the crew, so I was really happy 
for them. And, you know, there is 
no trend for horror movies or genre 
movies to be nominated for these 
kinds of awards, so I’m happy the 
Spanish academy just thought it was 
a great movie.” 
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SUBTLE, CREEPY THE 
ORPHANAGEIS FURTHER 
PROOF THAT THOSE SPANISH 
DIRECTORS REALLY KNOW 
HOW TO SCARE A PERSON 





THE ORPHANAGE 

Directed by Juan Antonio Bayona. Starring Belén Rueda, 
Fernando Cayo, Roger Princep. Opens Jan Il. 

Fk kk tr 





If you’re as tired as | am of Japa- 
nese ghosts brandishing faces full 
of wet hair and blank eyeballs at 
you, or loud, glitzy CGI haunted 
houses that chop people in half, 
you'll welcome Juan Antonio Bayo- 
na’s The Orphanage, a truly creepy 
ghost story that doesn’t turn on 
shitty gimmicks or cyclonic special 
effects. Instead, Bayona co-ordi- 
nates a good story with a subversive 
touch of ambiguity, solid perfor- 
mances, and am eerie atmosphere 
that builds tension from the very 
first frame. Why other directors 
haven't thought of this, I’m not re- 
ally sure 

Belén Rueda stars as Laura, a dot- 
ing mom who, along with her hus- 
band (Fernando Cayo), buys the or- 
phanage where she spent part of her 
childhood and where she intends to 
establish a school for special needs 
children. Upon arriving at the re- 
mote coastal manor, her own son 
Simon (Roger Princep) strikes up 
an “imaginary” friendship that at 
first seems odd but benign. 

But Simon soon confronts his 
mother with secrets she has been 
keeping from him, things he has no 
way of knowing, and when Simon 
disappears during the school’s open 
house—and Laura has a nasty run- 
in with a gruesome kid in a sack- 
cloth mask—Laura starts to suspect 
that restless spirits within the or- 
phanage have claimed her son. Her 
husband and the cops are, as you 
might expect, skeptical about her 
theory, but Laura is determined to 
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do whatever she must to bring he; 
son back. 

The film turns on Rueda’s pow 
erful lead performance as the dis. 
traught but resourceful mother who} 
is both utterly terrified of and un 
daunted by the unseen forces that 
plague her. And first-time feature 
director Bayona expertly assembles 
the other elements that lend The| 
Orphanage its sombre atmosphere| 
and sustained tension, not just in| 
the particulars of lighting, camera | 
work, and sound design—which are | 
exemplars of subtle ghost-storytell- 
ing—but in his patient construction} 
of a convincing domestic setting| 
that slowly but steadily goes awry. | 

What's more, Bayona refrains} 
from cheap jolts, carefully choosing} 
his moments to make you jump out 
of your seat so as not to disrupt the 
carefully wrought mood. Nor does 


he tip his hand as to whether Laure} 
is beset by real ghosts or an elabo 
rate emotional hell of her own mak | 
ing, an ambiguity that only deepers | 
the troubling emotions and univer | 
sal fears underpinning the story. 





If all this sounds too cerebral to be 
scary, fear not. Or rather, fear plen- 
ty: there are lots of dark corners, 
hidden rooms, repulsive imps, and 
a long, creepy sequence in which # 
frail, dotty medium named Auroré 
(Geraldine Chaplin) communes 
with the orphanage’s ghostly resi 
dents—just the sort of thing to raise 
hairs at the back of your neck, i 
they haven't already been blunted 
by the bombast of mainstream hor 
ror movies, 

It's too early to tell, but it's nice 
to think that Bayona might join his 
countryman Alejandro Amenabat 
and Mexico's Guillermo del Tor? 
(who seems to do his best work if 
Spain) in restoring some dignity 
and depth to the ghost story. The 
Orphanage is certainly a spook 
step in the right direction. 
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good old-fashioned non-revisionist West- 
from Walk the Line director James Man- 
Id, Russell Crowe and Christian Bale head 
the somewhat overqualified cast in this 
le of a beleaguered cattle farmer who 
fees fo help escort a notorious outlaw to 
ison, little realizing how many Indians and 
loseted homosexual henchmen will be lying 


his path. 


“THE RICHES: SEASON 1 

This Showtime series starring Eddie !zzard 
"and Minnie Driver as Irish gypsies who as- 
Eime the identities of a corporate lawyer 
and his wife isn't as hip as Weeds, but if you 
Sbuy into the far-fetched premise, there's an 
Fequally sly commentary on the hollowness 
the American dream lurking just below the 
face: even the con men are barely keeping 

eir heads above water! 
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BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 


WINNER|4 sna ee 
EXHILARATING! STE 


TER TAMRERT WFERNY 





JOSHUA 

This thriller by Hell House documentarian 
George Ratliff was a 
but couldn't duplicate that success away 
from the festival circuit. Sam Rockwell is 


favourite at Sundance 


a new father whose wife is suffering from 
severe post partum depression and whose 
older child is exhibiting troubling signs of Evil 
Child Syndrome—Acute Damienism, as the 
doctors call it 


AFTER THE WEDDING 

Director Susanne Bier got some decent re- 
views this year for Things We Lost in the Fire, 
but critics much preferred its Danish prede- 
cessor, a tightly coiled Ibsenesque soap op- 
era about Jacob, an earnest aid worker who 
leaves his cash-strapped Indian orphanage 
to make a plea for funds to a wealthy in- 
dustrialist... who turns out to be married to 
Jacob's old girlfriend. 


ONLINE MOVIES FOREIGN POLICY CATASTROPHES | <76wous 


Bombs Over Baghdad 


FREEDOM OF CHOICE 6.H. LEWMER 
UNBIASED, INDISPENSABLE NO 
END IN SIGHT PROVIDES THE 
CLEAREST ACCOUNT YET OF 
THE AMERICAN FIASCO IN IRAQ 





As the war in Iraq collapses into its 
fifth year, the floodgates have opened 
to a series of increasingly problem 
(Redacted, In the Val 


ley of Elah) and nonfictional (Iraq in 


atic fictional 


Fragments, The Ground Truth) inve 
tigations into what happened, how 
it happened, and why. Thankfully 
Charles Ferguson's documentary No 
End in Sight successfully answers all 
these questions, emerging as the de 
finitive portrait of the region and the 
endless wars that have been waged 
there, arguably manufactured more 
for political and financial profit than 
out of moral imperatives 
Beginning with a brief, invalu 
able) overview of Iraq since 1980, 
Ferguson focuses primarily on the 
American buildup to war after 9/11 
and how the Americans lost the 
war after winning the battle back in 
2003. Ferguson vividly illuminates 
how American government policy 
successfully and methodically un- 
dermined the Iraqi and American 


people with a series of bungled deci- 
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Blanche: 


sions of truly biblical proportions 


Ferguson, who has a Ph.D. in po 


from MIT 


as a senior fellow at the Brook 


litical science and served 


years 





ings Institute in Washington, brings 
5 g § 





€ understanding of 


a comprehensive 


the mechanics of conflict which in 


fuses the film with a thoroughness 


of purpose that is aesthetically and 
intellectually mesmerizing 
What's especially 


about the film 


illuminating 
is Ferguson's unusu 


analysis 





ally balanced of his subject 
(unusual for an agitprop doc, any 
way); his clear-eyed, fair-minded ap 


proach, bolstered by interviews with 


on screen 





superiors in Baghdad (Jerry Bremer 





especially) and Was fing ston (Rums 
feld, Wolfowitz, Cheney, Rice) 
Ground workers and _ reporters 
within Iraq and “experts” within 
the American intelligence machine 
provide a detailed first-hand account 


of sy ti as varied as the looting 


of Baghdad 


violence, in 





sectarian 


sive devices, the UN 





provised exp 
the disbanding of the Iraqi 


endless 


the home 


bombing 


army... the list is tragically 


Especially disturbing are 


movies made by American militia 


documenting their random, wanton 


destruction of any semblance of 





WATCH NO END IN SIGHT ONLINE AT WWW.SLIDOCS.NET/IRAQ/ 
NO_END_IN_SIGHT.PHP 





former ambassador to Baghdad Bar- 
bara Bodine and U.S. reconstruction 
coordinators Jay Garner and Paul 
Hughes, makes the dishonesty of 
the U.S. regime's version of events 
all the more obvious 

Fergusons interviewees describe 
in minute detail how their expertise 
and their sincere desire to restore 
order to and efficiently rebuild Iraq 
were continually undermined by the 


decisions made by their immediate 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE ————————————— 


BEST DIRECTOR - Julian Schnabel. BEST SCREENPLAY + Ronald Harwood 


NEWEVORK, 


civilization—as subtle a depiction of 
the ordinary brutality of war as I've 
ever seen 

No End in Sight is magnificent 
filmmaking. I have yet to see a po 
litical documentary that so effort 
lessly takes on a subject as weighty 
and complex as the Iraqi war in such 
a balanced, thorough, and honest 
manner. This is imperative viewing 
for anyone remotely interested in 


the future of civilization 


BEST PICTURE): 


“BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR” 


NEW YORKER 


‘IT FEELS LIKE NOTHING 
LESS THAN THE REBIRTH 
OF THE CINEMA’ 


are all Bob Dylan. 


David Denby 


BEST PICTURE #368 5 


NEW YORK FILM CRITICS ONLINE \ 


BEST PICTURE 


FaacasT un SCI ASOGATON 


IN THEATRES JANUARY 11TH! 


2 “| news8opinion | city life music| on screen | arts |classifleds|sex| the back 


oe 





Believe it or not, there are some movies 
you can watch legally on the Internet. 
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's SCARY, SUPERB ORPHANAGE! 


“ SO TENSE, YOU'LL NEED TO CALM 
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agenda | news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the bat 











~ 








yjeW - LET'S VISIT THE ZOO! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK iva 


aded Greenaway 


Sitesi Fpekcancrcamceage” 


aad i 


ble Jeopardy | Twins and double amputations are the order of the day in A Zed & Two Noughts. PHOTO SUPPLIED 






RO CINEMA DUSTS OFF 
WO EARLY FILMS BY ONE OF 

HOUSE CINEMA’S GREAT 
DRGOTTEN GAMESPLAYERS 





DRAUGHTSMAN’S CONTRACT 
ected by Peter Greenaway, Starring Anthony Higgins, 
Suzman, Anne-Louise Lambert. Fri-Mon, Jan 4-7, 
tro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 
Ket 





D & TWO NOUGHTS 
acted by Peter Greenaway. Starring Andréa Ferréol, Brian 
con, Eric Deacon. Fri-Mon, Jan 4-7, Metro Cinema (Zeidler 
The Citadel) 
trict 


Peter Greenaway due for a re- 
val? Ages and ages ago, when 
‘was working at a repertory art- 
Ouse cinema in Hamilton, Ontario, 
eenaway's films were some of the 
ost reliable box-office attractions 
found—whenever we had a leftover 
ay on the calendar to fill, we'd book 
he Draughtsman's Contract or The 
ook, The Thief, His Wife & Her 
over and watch the crowds pack the 
ace full. Even Greenaway's 1988 
im Drowning by Numbers—one of 
Ss more impenetrable exercises— 
fas a big hit, thanks in large part to 
le play-along diner-placemat gim- 
ick of hiding the numbers 1 to 100 
the background of the film. 

But Greenaway's reputation has 
len on hard times with the new 
entury. He's still making movies, 
ut the last one to receive any signif- 
ant distribution was 1999's tedious 
% Women. His work is not widely 
vailable on home video, and even 
ough his films contain the sort of 
idden jokes and intellectual games 
at would seem to make them per- 
t grist for the age of DVDs and 
in websites, few people seem inter- 
ted in plumbing their mysteries, 
id Greenaway's name rarely gets 
entioned anymore as a stylistic 
~ uence on younger directors. The 
*€naway cult has shrunk... well, to 
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nought. 

Which makes it an interesting time 
to revisit two of Greenaway’s earliest 
The Draughts 
man’s Contract (1982) and A Zed & 
Two Noughts (1985), which will be 
screening all this weekend at Metro 
Cinema. 


critical successes: 


Greenaway had already 
spent some 15 years as a documenta- 
ry filmmaker before creating his first 
fiction feature, which perhaps helps 
to explain the remarkable self-assur- 
ance of his clean, mannered visual 
style, which seemed equally influ- 
enced by 17th-century Dutch paint- 
ers and late-period Stanley Kubrick. 

Greenaway’s chilly misanthro- 
py recalled Kubrick as well: The 
Draughtsman’s Contract begins with 
the wealthy Mrs. Herbert (Janet Su- 
zman) hiring an ambitious young 
artist named Mr. Neville (Anthony 
Higgins) to execute 12 drawings of 
her husband's country house—Nev- 
ille agrees, but only on the condition 
that Mrs. Herbert allow him the hos- 
pitality of her bed as well. At first, 
Neville seems to have free rein over 
the property, making one demand 
after another to ensure the immacu- 
late perfection of his drawings, but 
soon it becomes apparent that he 
is merely a pawn in a much larger 
scheme to kill Mr. Herbert—and that 
the details in his drawings could be 
used to frame him for the crime. 

It's easy to see why The Draught- 
sman'’s Contract captured people's 
imagination. It remains Greenaway’s 
most accessible film, one where his 
highly structured style of storytelling 
(the creation of each of Mr. Neville’s 
12 drawings function more or less 
as chapter stops) hadn't yet reached 
the obsessive-compulsive levels of 
his later films, which pretty much 
do away with stories altogether and 
are basically just lists and catalogues 
of various objects. The film comes 
off as an agreeably nasty contribu- 
tion to the British tradition of coun- 
try-house murder mysteries, not an 
arid avant-garde experiment; but at 









the same time, Curtis Clark's ele- 
gant photography, Michael Nyman’s 
neo-Purcell score, and Greenaway’s 
sophisticated, epigrammiatic screen- 
play give the whole thing a satisfying 
high-art twist 

However, Greenaway would fol- 
low this success with A Zed & Two 
Noughts, a film which unfortu- 
nately suggests the path he’d choose 
to follow in the future, one that led 
towards beautiful-looking, occasion- 
ally provocative, but increasingly 
arid and hermetic puzzle-movies 
that have all the passion of a math- 
ematical equation 

Zed is the story of two identical 
twins, Oliver and Oswald Deuce, 
whose wives are killed in a freak car 
accident outside the Rotterdam Zoo. 
The woman who was driving the 
other car—Alba is her name—sur- 
vives, minus one of her legs... but 
she eventually has the other one am- 
putated as well on the advice of her 
doctor. (And you get the feeling that 
the doctor is interested less in the 
woman's health than in symmetry.) 
The Deuces both become sexually 
involved with Alba—that is, when 
they're not pursuing their obses- 
sive inquiry into the nature of death, 
which consists primarily of making 
time-lapse movies of various ani- 
mals decomposing. 

Greenaway is clearly more interest- 
ed here in juggling symbols (twins, 
zebras, the alphabet) than in telling 
a story, and the results exert an odd 
fascination for about an hour, after 
which you start to hunger for some- 
thing more emotionally involving to 
take place. But Greenaway has never 
seemed to care much for his charac- 
ters—and if the movies he made over 
the next two decades are any indica- 
tion, he doesn’t have much empathy 
for his audiences either. 
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a « thelyt thenios original piece of theatre 
at the Fringe this year" 

THE EDMONTON JOURNAL : 


a (s olo) 

by Raoul B oneie 
“aremarkable feat ... ~ there was never 
ony doubt that we were going to give 
Bhaneja a standing ovation: 

THE BIRMINGHAM POST (UK) 


_ FISH EYES 
by Anita Majumdar 

“.«1 defy you not to laugh ... so vivacious, 
soinnocent, and rendered with such 
affection that you can't help but 
love [the characters}.” 

GEORGIA STRAIGHT (Vancouver) 


i ai) fine line” SEE MAGAZINE. 
designed by Bretta Gereke, directed by 
Mieko Ouchi, music k e Clarke 
and Hildegard von Binge 
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by Anita Majumdar 


January 22nd-26th 


Call: Tix On The Square (780) 420-1757 
Book Online: www.tixonthesquare.ca 
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Timms Centre (U of A) 
Second Playing Space 
87 Avenue and 112 Street 
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REVIEW - LOCKED IN, OPENED OUT - BY MICHAEL MCNICHOL (735 words 


No Man Is an Eyelid 
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Pen and Blink | Jean-Dominique Bauby gets his fist glimpse of the book he wrote with his let eye in The Diving Bell and’ 


JULIAN SCHNABEL'S 

THE DIVING BELL AND 
THE BUTTERFLYISA 
PARALYZINGLY BRILLIANT 
CINEMATIC ACHIEVEMENT 





THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 

Directed by Julian Schnabel. Starring Mathieu Amalric, 
Marie-Josée Croze, Emmanuelle Seigner, Max von Sydow. 
Opens Fri, Jan 4. 
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Meet Jean-Dominique Bauby, whose 
friends know him as “Jean-Do.” He's 
43 years old, the father of three, and 
the editor of French Elle. This fa- 
mous Parisian has everything—mon- 
ey, reputation, style, intelligence, a 
beautiful young girlfriend—and the 
ambition for more. He has also just 
had a massive stroke, resulting in a 
20-day-long coma and a diagnosis 
of “Locked-In Syndrome” (LIS), an 


extremely rare condition which has 
rendered him completely paralyzed 
except for his left eyelid. 

Based on the best-selling mem- 
oir of the same name, director Ju- 
lian Schnabel’s phenomenal film 
The Diving Bell and the Butterfly 
is painful, slow, detailed, and gor- 
geous. From the first moment of 
bleary, oddly angled cinematogra- 
phy, The Diving Bell and the But- 
terfly is relentless—presented mostly 
from Jean-Do’s limited perspective 
and with an interior monologue 
the likes of which most people will 
(thankfully, perhaps) never experi- 
ence, Schnabel’s film not only tells 
the true story of one of France's 
great contemporary authors but also 
delves into the reality of loneliness, 
the search for connection, and the 
value of existence itself. 

Amazingly, Bauby wrote his mem- 





the Butterfly. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


oir after his stroke. Bauby’s team of 
speech and muscle therapists devel- 
oped a system that allowed him to 
communicate by blinking—his inter- 
locutors would recite a frequency- 
ordered alphabet and Bauby would 
blink to choose a letter, then the 
next, and so on, painstakingly, until 
the 132-page memoir was complete. 
It, like the film, details what life is 
like on a day-to-day basis with LIS 
According to Bauby (wonder- 
fully played in the film by Mathieu 
Amalric), it’s like being inside a div- 
ing bell—a cable-suspended airtight 
chamber that is open at the bottom, 
allowing those inside to breathe 
underwater. In the film (although 
shown as a diving suit, not a bell), it 
operates as a seminal image of lone- 
liness and disconnection—Bauby is 
literally trapped out of his element, 
away from anyone who could under- 








stand or help him until he makes the 
choice, through writing his book, to 
leave his cocoon. 

Bauby’s struggle to understand and 
communicate his experience without 
the ability to speak is heart-wrench- 
ing. The decision to present much 
of the film from Bauby’s point of 
view, forcing the audience to experi- 
ence the same sense of dislocation, 
disequilibrium, and isolation as he 
does, is an astonishingly bold move, 
beautifully executed in a series of 
blurry extreme close-ups of doctors’ 
whiskery, invasive, authoritative 
faces, searingly bright lights, and the 
darkness of half-closed eyelids. One 
especially disturbing scene (which I, 
unlike Bauby, could not watch) gives 
us Bauby’s view of his right eye be- 
ing occluded-—literally sewn shut—in 
order to prevent further complica- 
tions i 

Amalric’s performance  (rang- 
ing from memories of the healthy 
Bauby to the voice-over that gives 
us Bauby’s ironic, often despairing 
thoughts) is a remarkable feat, re- 
fusing to descend into melodramatic 
self-pity or resort to “triumph over 
adversity” sentimentality. The sup- 
porting cast is equally impressive. 
Emmanuelle Seigner plays Céline, 
Bauby's ex-girlfriend and the moth- 
er of his children, with an emotional 
candour that makes her an unforget- 
table character. Similarly, Claude 
(Anne Consigny), who takes Bauby’s 
dictation as he “writes” his memoirs, 
is wonderfully sympathetic both as 
Bauby’s helper and the object of his 
secret sexual fantasies. 


Two actors deserve special recog 
nition. The late, great Jean-Picp, 
Cassel (who was an renowned com 
actor, starring in such landma 
films as Luis Bunuel’s 1972 surrey 
ist masterpiece The Discreet Cha; 
of the Bourgeoisie) charmingly ay 
discreetly evokes his absurdist p; 
by playing both Pére Lucien anq 
Lourdes vendor, two seemingly ,, 
connected characters who convery 
in Bauby’s memory. 

And Max von Sydow, the Swediy 
actor best known for his many cy 
laborations with Ingmar Bergma 
is amazing as Bauby’s grief-strick 
father. Although he appears o 
twice, Sydow inflects his scenes wif 
an emotional honesty (including | 
likable emotions, such as brashn 
and embarrassment) and a willing 
ness to take risks. Perhaps the mo 
touching moment in The Divin 
Bell and the Butterfly is Bauby Sr} 
telephone conversation with |; 
paralyzed son, translated by one 
Bauby’s constant female attendany 
during which Bauby Sr. is unable) 
either contain or express his grief 

Frighteningly real, candid beyox 
comfort, and unflinchingly hon 
about the loneliness of the hum: 
condition, The Diving Bell and th 
Butterfly is a beautifully haunti 
film. Its focus on human isolatio 
its extraordinary performances, 
its masterful cinematography add 
to one of the best films I’ve had 
pleasure of seeing in a long whil 
Jean-Do is well worth meeting 











TELEVISION - TV 1S KILLING THE WORLD | 672 words 


Polluting More Than 
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TELEPROMPTER NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR 
DON’T GET NOSTALGIC OVER 





It always seems like the beginning of 
a new year is the best time to look 
back into the past. Last night a new 
four-part special began on PBS on 
The Pioneers of Television. This fas- 
cinating history of TV from ABC to 
Zworykin is worth checking out, es- 
pecially if you spent any time at Box- 
ing Day electronic sales. Don't see 
the connection? Well, this may have 
been the last holiday season that we 
will ever see cathode ray tube TV 





sets in the stores. 

What is a CRT television? Well, 
they're those front-heavy mother- 
fuckers that you need two strong- 
fingered friends to move. You prob- 
ably inherited one from your parents 
when you moved into your first 
apartment. 

Chunk by chunk, LCD and plasma 
sets have taken over the market. As a 
result, those clunky antiquated CRT 
televisions are getting harder to find. 
Panasonic announced in September 
that they would no longer be making 
them in their Chinese plants, and 
Sony is currently phasing them out 
as well. 

Even more options are being 
whittled down. Last week Sony an- 
nounced that it would stop making 
rear-projection TVs in February, 
which once was the only format al- 
ternative in large sets. Sony hopes 
that ditching rear projection (as ev- 
eryone else has) will turn their books 
around, after losing $500 million 
in the U.S. television division from 
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April-September of 2007. 

Compared to LCD and plasma’s 
maneuverability and superior pic- 
ture (which some CRT nuts dispute), 
CRTs don't seem to have much to of- 
fer, except business to chiropractors. 
But what do we do with them now? 

There are a handful of electron- 
ics recycling centres in Canada 
that deal with our cast-offs, but it's 
a losing battle. “E-waste” is amass- 
ing at an alarming rate, and it's not 
as simple as recycling pop cans or 
newspapers. 

The average cathode ray tube 
comes encased in glass (for our pro 
tection) and contains about eight 
pounds of lead. If it breaks during 
the recycling process, it can become 
a serious toxic waste problem. Newer 
CRT sets also contain mercury and 
beryllium, which are also hazardous. 
Workers in e-recycling centres have 
their, blood tested weekly to watch 
out for possible contamination from 
these and other carcinogens. 

The best CRT dismantler can take 


the sucker apart in about 90 sec- 
onds, after which the set is shredded 
(literally) within 16 seconds. In that 
time, nearly 700 new TVs will have 
been made in China. Scary, isn’t it? 

Compared to electronic waste, 
carbon emissions smell like roses. 
Europe began recycling electronic 
waste in 1991, but now countries all 
over the world are scrambling to fig- 
ure out what to do with all this twist- 
ed glass, plastic, and wire. While 
e-waste might only account for two 
per cent of the trash in American 
landfills, it makes up 70 per cent of 
their toxic waste. 

Many countries just ship all these 
unwanted sets off to India, China, 
and Africa, where e-landfills are 
wreaking havoc upon local envi- 
ronments. If the sets can’t be used, 
they're often ground up manually by 
children with no gloves, and then the 
lead- and mercury-filled components 
are used to line irrigation ditches or 
pave roads. Lovely. Even closer to 
home, “recycling” old TVs and com- 


puter monitors often means “fin 
ing a deep lake to dump them in,’ 
legislators in Minnesota found 0 
recently. 

But television has had a short hi 
tory, with fewer than 100 candl 
on its birthday cake for all practi¢ 
purposes. The Pioneers of Televisi 
is a good reminder of that fact, esp 
cially if you watch it on the CRT 
in your basement. 

Lest we get too sentimental, | 
not forget that on Monday, the 4 
nual international CES tradesh 
starts in Las Vegas. Three days 
consumer technology bells 4 
whistles, which also happens 
overlap with the annual Adult En! 
tainment Expo. If you ever wanted 
do a boys’ week in Vegas, this is 
week—gadgets and porn, as far as! 
eye can see. 

The future is here, and CRT 0 
stands for Charged Recycled Tr 
And that includes the porn. 
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peyearin the 2007 indieWIRE iitics’ poll. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
































BEYOND THE BLURBS - BLOGGERS HAVE THEIR SAY 


THIS WEEK: HIGHLIGHTS FROM 


THE 2007 INDIEWIRE CRITICS’ 
POLL 


Andrew O’Hehir, Salon | “Reports of the demise 
of the U.S. arthouse audience seem to have 
been exaggerated, as usual. But it’s increas- 
ingly obvious that that audience prefers to 
stay home. Home video/VOD is on the verge 
of becoming the primary mode of distribu 
tion for genuinely adventurous films, if it 
hasn't already. In light of that, critics’ -bias 
toward the big screen—and toward the kinds 
of films that have evolved to thrive in today's 
big-screen environment—has become an 
epistemological problem.” 





Ben Kenigsberg, Time Out Chicago | “For all the 
annual carping about the irrelevance of film 
critics, there seems to be general consensus 
that a movie about an elderly Romanian dy 
ing in real time—incidentally, lon Fiscuteanu, 
you'll be missed—s not an easy sell for any- 
one. But the low grosses for Zodiac may be 
the most depressing box office statistic of 
the year. You can't help a movie that has 
the director of Fight Club and a serial killer 
and Robert Downey Jr. sampling an Aqua- 
Velva?” 


Steve Erickson, Gay City News | “The classic art- 
house has been romanticized beyond rea- 
son, but even without rose-colored glasses, 

it seems clear that for reasonably hip, 


well-educated young people from the ‘50s 
through the '70s, going to see foreign films 
That's 
no longer the case for contemporary college 
students; Little Miss Sunshine and An Incon- 


was part of their common experience 


or even TV shows like The So- 
pranos and The Wire—may occupy the place 


venient Truth— 


in our culture once held by Bergman.” 


Armond White, New York Press | “To paraphrase 
Ellen Burstyn in The Last Picture Show 

Nothing's been quite the same since Robert 
Altman died. Proof: /'m Not There, Before 
the Devil Knows You're Dead, Juno, Zodiac 
Southland Tales, 3:10 to Yuma, and American 
Gangster, which all contributed to killing the 
moviegoing urge.” 


On Screen 


Michael Koresky, Reverse Shot | “More people 
in our world will see Juno than 4 Months, 3 
Weeks, and 2 Days. More will see 300 than 
Offside. More will see Saw IV than There Will 
Be Blood. Yet we fight on, championing those 
films that really mean something to us. | find 
this rage against an always dying light both 
disconcerting and empowering, and | am 
thankful for filmmakers like Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul, Paul Thomas Anderson, Ja- 
far Panahi, Sarah Polley, Pedro Costa, Tsai 
Ming-liang, the Coens, Todd Haynes, and 
all of the others who consistently reminded 
me of why | do what | do and why | love film 
above all other art forms—especially after 
suffering through so much artless, formless 
film chaff (I'm looking at you, Eli Roth).” 


Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 


SHOWTIMES JANUARY 3-10, 2008 
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Fitba 1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40, 940. Frightening scenes 7:30, 9:45, 10:30; Wed Thus 12:00, 1:00, 3:15, 4:15, 7:30, 9:45, FriSun, Tues Tus 1:00, 3:55, 6:35, 9:10; Mon 1:00, 3:55, 9:45. Fre 1:00, 4:00, 7-00, 10:00, Coorse language, mature themes. VAM LEGEND 
MATIONAL TR Pe st Nope pg Viewer commended fe yung cen, Wo poses. FreSon 12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 9:50; Maw Thurs 7:00, 9:50. 
PS. LOVE YOU ENCHANTED S VAM UGEND 1 ae 
FreThus 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 10:15, Conse longue. eh, 420 Fels 12:25, 330, 640, 35: St 1145, 230, 15, 800, THE GOLDEN COMPASS : 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY V4A 10:45; Thurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45. Frightening scenes. fiSun 1:00, 4:00, 7:15, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 7:15, 10:00. 
470250 St. Led © 986:2728 fieThurs 12:00, 210, 430, 6:50, 9:15. Sgn, 20 Sen oe, ay bn de THE GOLDER compass pe __ idence, not cere fr yoy cin 
Va UNO : ALIEN VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM VBA Fes, Thus 12:50, 4:20, 7:25, 10:15; Wed 12:50, 4:20, 10:15. ENCHANTED 6 
mates Sot & Sn 1:00, 3:25, Fighting scones. Fl, SurThus 12:10, 240, $:10, 740, 10:10;Sot 1215, 240,510, Fe Vy a aan 1005, Gay snes, Vien, nt iscommene for young cilren FrtSun 12:50, 3:50, 7:05, 9:55; Man Thurs 7:05, 9:55. 












7-40, 10:10. Coarse longuoge, mature themes. 











ia | newsQopinion| ity fe | music| on screen ars | cassfeds [sex| the back edmonton: see magazine January 3-January9,2008+27 


> = 


arts 





THEATRE PREVIEW - COMIC BOOK CONFIDENTIAL - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK (717 words 


Villains Without Portfolio 


THE AMAZE-0-NAUTS MUST 
DIE! ENCOURAGES YOU TO 
ROOT FOR THE BAD GUYS—OR 
AT LEAST HOPE THEY SOLVE 
THEIR MARITAL WOES 





THE AMAZE-O-NAUTS MUST DIE! 

Directed by James Hamilton. Written by James Hamilton 
and Catherine Walsh. Starring Matthew Kloster, Catherine 
Walsh, Ryan Hughes, Jan 3-12. Varscona Theatre (10329- 
83 Ave). 





James Hamilton, the director and co- 
writer of The Amaze-o-Nauts Must 
Die!, apologizes to me for the mess 
onstage at the Varscona Theatre 
* It's still about five days before the 
show—a comedy about a husband- 
and-wife team of comic-book super- 
villains—has its opening night, which 


Incredibles meets Say Anything,” 
says Matthew Kloster, who plays evil 
mastermind Gideon Baron. Gideon 
kills off his wonderfully named arch- 
nemeses, The Amaze-o-Nauts, early 
on in the play, an accidental triumph 
that puts him in the unexpected posi- 
tion of having not just to figure out 
what to do with himself now that his 
life's single mission is complete—but 
also to deal with the problems in his 
marriage to his partner in super- 
crime, The Baroness (co-playwright 
Catherine Walsh). 

“Their lives sort of fall apart after 
they achieve their great goal,” ex- 
plains Walsh. “So you've got all these 
supervillain toys—lasers and moon 
rockets—but they’re mixed in with 
all these awkward relationship mo- 


minded?” 

“It’s totally the mindset of a kid at 
school watching all the other kids be- 
ing happy and playing from behind 
a fence,” Kloster says, “and pledging 
to themselves, ‘One of these days, I'll 
make you all pay!’ But now, without 
their antagonists, who are these peo- 
ple, really? They've never planned 
for this eventuality, so now what do 
they do? Get a day job?” 

The Amaze-o-Nauts Must Die! is 
the latest creation from the Bedlam 
Theatre Concern, who are sort of 
the Amaze-o-Nauts of Edmonton 
independent theatre. They’re prob- 
ably best known for the 2005 Fringe 
hit Nighthawk Rules, but they've 
been doing smart, funny, low-budget 
shows for several years now, from the 





“IN OUR CULTURE, THESE SUPERHERO STORIES ARE LIKE OUR MYTHOLOGY, SO THERE'S 
SOMETHING SATISFYING ABOUT THE IDEA OF THESE FIGURES HAVING TO DEAL WITH THE 
SAME BULLSHIT I DO. IT’S LIKE PICTURING ZEUS HAVING TO PAY HIS ELECTRIC BILL.” 





means the set is only half-assembled 
There's a ladder onstage, and props 
and pieces of costumes are scat- 
tered around the seats: I’m reminded 
of that Saturday Night Live sketch 
where James Bond walks in on a 
Blofeld-like enemy (played by Chris- 
topher Walken) while his high-tech 
evil lair is still under construction 
The sight of superheroes and su- 
pervillains being forced to deal with 
the petty annoyances of everyday 
real life is a rich vein of comedy— 
The Tick, The Venture Brothers, and 
the “Hank Scorpio” episode of The 
Simpsons have all mined it already, 
and the team behind The Amaze-o- 
Nauts Must Die! figure there’s plenty 


more gold waiting to be hauled out 
“T've been describing it as The 


of it. 






ments, like running into your ex at 
a party after you've gotten divorced 
Its about extraordinary problems 
mixed in with the mundane.” 

“In our culture,” says co-star Ryan 
Hughes (who plays Gideon's chief 
rival in archvillainy, a fellow named 
“Dr. Scientist,” as well as various 
henchmen), “these superhero sto- 
ries are like our mythology, so there's 
something satisfying about the idea 
of these figures having to deal with 
the same bullshit I do. It’s like pictur- 
ing Zeus having to pay his electric 
bill. And a play like this one is also 
funny because it makes you realize 
if supervillains actually existed, how 
sad and pathetic they would actually 
be. I mean, can you imagine a per- 
son that obsessed and that single- 
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one-act omnibus Almost True Tales 
of Bedlam to the Sterling-nominated 
50 Plays About... Love. Even with 
several of their core members unable 
to fully participate in this new show 
(actor/playwright Mike Thompson 
has moved to Saskatoon, and Collin 
Doyle is preoccupied with the up- 
coming production of his play The 
Mighty Carlins at Workshop West), 
Amaze-o-Nauts may be Bedlam’s 
most ambitious show yet. 

“We've been working hard,” Walsh 
says, “to progress from just doing an 
evening of one-acts to something 
conceptually larger like 50 Plays 
About... Love to something like this, 
which is a single original show writ- 
ten by us.” 

Bedlam has a solid critical repu- 








with the only professional 
male bellydancer between 
Vancouver and Toronto 


MONDAY: South West 

5320 143 Street (Brookside Hall) 

6:30pm Fitness Bellydance | 7:30pm Beginner i 
TUESDAY: Whyte Ave 

10429-79 Ave (Village Lifestyles) 

6:45pm Beginner 1 | 8pm Beg?/Int! split 
WEDNESDAY: Downtown 

0 Jasper Ave (Capoeira Acad) 5:30pm Beginner I 
Jpn Beginner 1\ 8:15pm Beg2iIntl split 
THURSDAY: West 


04-172 St (From Within Wellness) 630 pm Beginner 1 


‘THURSDAY: North 


9208 140 St (Northmount Hall) 8pm Fitness Bellydance 


SUNDAY: Downtown 


+ 10540 Jasper Ave (Capoeira Acad) [pm Beginner 1/Beg2 split 


Late Registration cutoff: JAN 28 


10 week session: $165 ($120 Wess), split payments oh 





Hero Hater | Matthew Kloster as Gideon Baron issues a fatwa on the Amaze-o-Nauts, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


tation, but without a big budget, a 
regular performing venue, or a sub- 
scriber base, every production they 
put together represents a bit of an 
uphill battle. “We don’t have a grant 
to do this show,” Walsh says. “James 
and I are paying for it ourselves. So 
there’s a lot of personal risk for us as 
producers. Not that this is some kind 
of sob story—‘Send your donations 


FREE STUFF .. 


Prizes must be claimed in p 
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!’ What I’m trying to say is | 
think that risk translates into greatel 
commitment and enthusiasm on ou! 
part.” f 

So does that make them theatric) 
superheroes? | 
“I don’t know,” Walsh laugh! 
“I think we’re probably more li 
henchmen.” | 5 


Come to Second Cup cage 5 Ave (10309 Jasper ne ieiwenn 2 
atid 2:15 pm on Friday. Find the SEE Magazine rep and give them — 
the answer or appropriate response'to the question or task below. 

You may not win if you have won/a prize from SEE Magazine in the 
last 30:days. SEE Magazine reserves the right'ta restrict prizes, 
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tine Desjardins, Talonbooks. 160 pp., $17.80, 


It is the only edible mineral. It is 
9, they say, the fifth element. Un- 


JUST A PINCH - BY MICHAEL MCNICHOL |586 words 


like sugar or spices, it is essential to 
human life, and to the lives of the 
animals as well. Deprive yourself of 
salt for one day and your head will 
begin to spin. After one week, you 
will feel nauseous, After one month, 
you will die.” 

So says Miss Lily McEvoy (as 
determined an anti-heroine as 
Faulkner’s Miss Emily Grierson in A 
Rose for Emily) in Martine Desjar 
dins’ new novel A Covenant of Salt 
Translated from the French by Fred 
A. Reed and David Homel, Desjar 
dins’ third effort (her first novel won 
the 2001 Governor General’s Award 
for Translation, an honour for which 
her second novel was also nominat- 
ed) is a gothic tale, full of the genre’s 
requisite obsessions, transgressions, 
revenges, and secrets. 

Miss Lily has spent a decade as a 
recluse after her parent's deaths. Her 
obsessive memorializing of her fam- 
ily has led her to commission Master 
Anselm, a disappointed stonecutter, 
to transform her late father’s aban- 
doned salt mine—the source of his 
fabulous wealth and much of Lily's 
insanity—into a massive sepulchre 





XHIBITS 


ED ARTS COUNCIL 455 KING ST., SPRUCE GROVE, 
0664 Info: www.alliedartscouncil.com. 
ERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 ST,, 488-6611 EXT. 
nfo: www.albertacraft.ab.ca. 
“ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. Until JAN 4, “Towards 
ng Everything”, photographic images by Ted Kerr. Hours: 
Thu 5-7 pm, of by appointment. Info: theartery@ 
ap.{a 
GALLERY OF ALBERTA ENTERPRISE SQUARE, #100, 
DJASPER AVE., 422-6223 Until FEB 17 “FH. Varley: 
its Into the Light”, an in-depth look at the portraiture 
derick Varley. Until JAN 6 “Fun House”, nine Canadian 
emporaty artists push artistic convention to the outer- 
limit; “The 1950 Ford Show”, 100 artists present 100 
gs of 21950 Ford from memory. Hours: Mon-Fri 10:30 
pm, Thu 4-8 pm free admission. Sat & Sun Tl am-5 pm. 
pwww.artgalleryalberta.com. 
SHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3RD FL, 10217-106 ST, 
0532 Until JANT?, “11404”, works by Monica Pitre, 
n Willans, Andrea Pinheiro, and guest artists. Hours: 
+8 pm or by appointment. Closed DECZ7. Info: www. 
ab.com. 
CLAW GALLERY 10403-124 ST, 462-1204 Info: 
clawgallery.com. 
‘CURVE GALLERY GLENROSE REHABILITATION 
10230-11T AVE, Until JAN 12, “The Canadian 
no Connection”, recent prints and paintings by Gordon 
The Useful Lessons of Plants”, encaustic paintings 
ena Wyman. Hours: Daily, 7:30 am-2:30 pm. 

FRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 AVE, 
Until FEB15 Group show, a selection of works by 
iy members. 
:ECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART 6507-112 AVE, 491- 

0: www.collectiv.ca, 
i SEDESTWO'S BED GALE S670. 08. 
210 Until JAN 30 “3 Rivers” large oils by Christ! 
a Hours: Mon-Fri ll am-5 pm. 
GLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 ST, 488-4445 
Tue-Fi9:30 am-5:30 pm. Info: douglasudellgalley, 


TRUM DESIGN STUDIO 2419 STONY PLAINRD, 
H2Coection 207 evel and omamentsby Wayne 
ie, Janet Stein, Meghan Wage, John Blair, Jackie 
S0n; paintings by Sophia Podryhula-Shaw, eff Collins: 
ork by John Morel, Henry Schlosser, George Heagle: 
ork by Robert Held, Jef Holmwood, Todd Safronov- 
3 ey fata Cayton Bar, Een et 


oe wo aynemaceriegldsmithcam, 
SION CENTRE GALLERY 2ND FL, UOF A EXTEN- 
Car 2ST Hours: Moni am-4 pm no: 


R HFN ARTS ULOWNG UOF A CAMPUS 








Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 2-5 pm. 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 WHYTE AVE, 432-0240 Until JAN 
31 Tom Yorkes solo show. Info: www.paintspot.ca. 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 JASPER AVE, 488-2952 

GALLERY AT MILNER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 
CHURCHILL SQUARE Until JAN 30 “Building Facades of Small 
Town Alberta”, photographs by Darren Gust. 

HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3RDFL., 10215-112 ST., 426- 
4180 JAN 10-FEB 16, “Between the Lines: Digitalized Dialects 
and Encoded Traditions” by multimedia artist Jude Norris, 
and “Spacefarers of the Expanse” by Tony Baker, inspired 
by superheroes and science fiction characters. Info: www. 
harcourthouse.ab.ca. 

JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 
10831 UNIVERSITY AVE., 433-5807 Hours: Mon-Thu, 9. am-4 


pm, 
JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 ST. 465-6171 Edmonton Oil 


Studio hours: Mon-Fri 10. am-2 pm. Gallery hours: Mon, Wed 

& Fri9:30 am-2:30 pm, Tue & Thu 9:30 am-4 pm & 6-8 pm. 

Info: www.ninahaggertyart.ca. 

fo El eee 

Ongoing displays include Zimbabwean stone 

paintings by Alberta artists, Romanian blown glassware 

by lon Taman, glass jewelry by Braden Hammond, and 

stoneware pottery. Info: Info: www.outofthefirestudio.com. 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 1013-112 ST. Until JAN, 


a ee 










and monument to the family. On the 
tenth anniversary of her seclusion, 
Miss Lily breaks character to invite 
Master Anselm to dinner where, 
finally, she admits the secrets that 
caused his unique employment and 
her own deterioration 

Though it takes 


mostly place 


within a single day, A Covenant of 


Salt nevertheless manages to in- 
clude decades’ worth of exposition 
and action—Miss Lily's memory is 
long, seeming to reach back before 
her own birth, and much of Des- 
jardins’ novel concerns itself with 
how Lily remembers and nurses old 
grudges. Master Anselm is also vocal 
in his reminiscence; he treats Titus, 
a farmhand and the chief object of 
Miss Lily's abuse, to a lengthy spiel 
on the prior history of the late Mrs. 
McEvoy as he tours her tomb. 

All of this is highly atmospheric 
and falls exactly into the conven- 
tions of a 19th-century gothic nov- 
el—a nearly mad spinster, a whipping 
boy, an elaborate grave, and a closely 
guarded secret would do justice even 
to Radcliffe’s pen 

But that may be why Desjardins’ 


“Fireworks: Silver and Steel” sculptures by Ista Bums and 
Karen Cantine. Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Info: www. 
probertsongallery.com. 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 JASPER AVE,, 
455-7479 Until JAN 5, Group show featuring Alice Techert, 
Phil Darrah, Peter von Tiesenhausen, David Janzen, David 
Cantine, Linda Lindemann, Jonathan Forrest, David 
Alexander. Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Info: www. 
probertsongallery.com. 

PICTURE THIS 959 ORDZE RD., SHERWOOD PARK Hours: 
Daily 9 am-5:30 pm, Info: 467-3038 or picturethisgallery. 
com. 

PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTRE 1055-80 AVE, 428-3499 
Ongoing displays include functional sculpture and jewelry 
by Sandra Sing Fernandes, metal sculpture by Linda Maines 


| and Bianca Khan, and paintings by Quentin Maki and Tim 


| Rechner. 
Painters, artists working in-studio throughout the season. | PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 ST,, 702-7522 Hours: Tue-Fri 12-8 
Artists featured include Susan Abma, Susan Box, Shairl | pm, Sat 127 pm. 
Honey, David Brooks. Margaret Klapnstein, Tracy | PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 PERRON 
Mardon, Anne McCormick, and Cindy Revell. ST,, ST. ALBERT, 460-4310 JAN 10-FEB 29, 
Info: susanabma.com, “Windows” solo exhibition by Terry 
LANDO GALLERY 11/30-105 AVE, H OT Pp ] C K Reynoldson. JAN 10, 7-9 pm. Open- 
990-1161 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-5:30 THEATRE | IMPROV ing reception. 
pm, Sat 10 am-4:30 pm. Info: www. ¥ PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF 
Patetetant Chimprov ALBERTA 8555 ROPER RO, 427- 
LATITUDE 53 10248-106 ST., Long-form comedy and 1750 Hours: Tues-Sat 9 am-4:30 
423-5353 JAN II-FEB 9 “Sonic Cubes”, funny, funny posters. pm, Wed 9 am-9 pm. Info: www. 
wood objects by Catherine Béchard Every Saturday, lipm $10 tprc.gov.ab.ca/paa. 
and Sabin Hudon. Opening reception VARSCONA THEATRE ROWLES & CO. LTD. MEZZANINE 
JANI, 8 pm. Artist talk JAN 12,2 pm. LEVEL, 10730-103 ST. 426-4035 Info: 
Hours: Tue-Fri 10 am-6 pm, Sat 12-5 pm. Info: Www.rowles.@. 
www.latitudeS3.org. SCOTT GALLERY 1041)-124 ST,, 488-3619 
LOFT GALLERY AJ OTTEWELL CENTRE, 590 BROADMOOR =| Hours: Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm. Info: www.scottgallery.com. 
BLVD, SHERWOOD PARK, 467-448] Until JAN 5, affordable SCULPTURE STUDIO & GALLERY SHERWOOD PARK, 
art for Christmas, suitable for home, office, or gifts. Includes pet le 
works by Deanna Corrigan, Christine Allard, Kaye Acker- | www.horst-sculpture.ca. 
roe Gay heees, nice, SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9844-88 AVE,, 439-9296 
and Lynda McAmmond. Hours: Sat 10 am-4 pm (except Hours: Tlam-Spm. Info: www.selfridgeceramicart.ca 
holiday weekends), Thu 5-9 pm. Info: Kaye 467 4481. SNAP GALLERY SOCIETY OF NORTHERN ALBERTA 
MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440-112 ST., UOFA HOSPITAL, seth oie eh 423-1492 Hours: Tue-Sat 
3 e 6pm. noon-5 sna ists.com. 

| sO i li ed STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 913ASH 
MULTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART GALLERY 541- ST, SHERWOOD PARK, 476-8189 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm. 
SIT, STONY PLAIN Hours: daily, 10 am-4 pm. Info: wwwstrathconacounty,museum.ca. 

NINAHAGGERTY CENTRE 9704-11] AVE., 474-7611 JAN STUDIO GALLERY I! PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT, 460-5993 

Sa ice arts Dosing canton JAN5-28, “Recesses” by Daniel van Heyst. Opening reception 


JAN, 1-4 pm. Hours: Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm, Sat 10 am-4 pm. 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 ST. 451-3344 Perma- 
nent Exhibits include The Body Fantastic, Mystery Avenue, 


in the Explorer Gallery. Syncrude Science Stage features Sci- 
‘ence Demos, Cryogenics, Electricity, and What Puts The Fizz 
in Soda Pop? Info: 451-3344, www.odyssium.com. 
TUGALLERY 10718-124 ST,, 452-9662 Info: www.tugallery. 
a 
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novel ultimately fails. By adhering 
too closely to the traditions of gothic 
literature (to the point even of set- 
ting her tale at a ruined estate in 
colonial Quebec and attributing pos 
sible supernatural birth to a major 
character), Desjardins adds nothing 


new and surprising to the genre. A 


Are Readers Ready for Quebecois Gothic? 


ily, Desjardins attempts to build con- 
siderable suspense—and she mostly 
succeeds. And although the secret 
itself and the damage its confession 
brings aren't terribly surprising, the 
slow, circuitous route that Desjardins 
takes to reveal them is mostly worth 
the trip. Anyone familiar with the 





A COVENANT OF SALT IS HIGHLY ATMOSPHERIC AND FALLS 
EXACTLY INTO THE CONVENTIONS OF A 19TH-CENTURY GOTHIC 
NOVEL—A NEARLY MAD SPINSTER, A WHIPPING BOY, AN 
ELABORATE GRAVE, AND A CLOSELY GUARDED SECRET. 





Covenant of Salt seems more like an 
amalgamation of elements of great 
stories—Heathcliff's 
geance, Udolpho's crumbling castle, 


gothic ven- 
and Usher's perverted sensibility— 
than a whole world that we can be- 
lieve in. 

That said, Desjardins’ storytelling 
style is remarkably complicated. By 
only completely narrating the course 
of a single day during which, through 
reminiscences and confessions, she 
relates the entire history of a fam- 


genre will spot the conclusion long 
before Desjardins expects us to, but 
that doesn’t make it any less fun. 

On the whole, A Covenant of Salt 
is a fast, light read. The salt that 
pervades this novel isn't necessar- 
ily good for you, but a little bit won't 
hurt either. And if we can tolerate 
Anne Rice’s resurrection of the goth- 
ic (pseudo-pornographic) novel, then 
Desjardins’ too-faithful reproduction 
of its older form shouldn't draw too 
many complaints. 





URBAN ROOTS 10418-82 AVE. 438-7978. 

VAAA GALLERY VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION 
3RDFL., 10215-112 ST, 421-173] JAN 10-FEB 16, “Clysrnos” by 
Eugenia Castaneda. Hours: Mon-Fri 10-4pm, Sat 12-4pm. 
WEST END GALLERY 12308 JASPER AVE, 488-4892 Hours: 
Tue-Sat 10 am-5 pm. Info: www.westendgalleryltd.com. 
WORKS GALLERY #200, 10225-100 AVE. 426-2122 Hours: 
Mon-Fri 12-5 pm. Info: www.theworks.ab.ca. 

ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPITY FRAMING 
9860-90 AVE., 433-0388 Anahuacalli Mexican jewelry & art 
works by Canadian and Mexican artists and artisans. Hours: 


| Tue & Wed 10 am-6 pm, Thu & Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 





pm, Sun & Mon noon-5 pm. 

ZOCALO 10826-95 ST,, 428-0754 Intemational crafts, 
artwork, and tropical flowers. Hours: Mon-Wed & Fri 10-6 
pm, Thu 19-9 pm, Sat 9-5 pm, Sun 12-5 pm. 


MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 KINGSWAY AVE, 451- 
1175 Edmonton bush pilot display in WWIl-era double-wide, 
double-long hangar. Hours: Daily, 10 am-4 pm. 
CANADIAN PETROLEUM DISCOVERY CENTRE LEDUC #1 
DISCOVERY WELL, LEDUC. Guided tours, tailored education —_ 
programs for classes K-12, safety courses and industry 
training, campground, library, and historical archives, Info: 
1-866-987-4323 or www.C-picorg. 

CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES 10440-108 AVE, 
496-8710 Over 50,000 catalogued photographs and slides 
from the 1880s to the present. Two display galleries. Free 
admission. Hours: Weekdays 8:30 am-4:30 pm. 


| JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 1066]-91A AVE, 496-8787 


Admission free, donations gladly accepted. Info: www. 
edmonton.a/johnwalter 


LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MILITARY MUSEUM 
#178, PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES HERITAGE CENTRE, 
10440-108 AVE. Hours: Weekdays, 10 am-4 pm. 

MUSEE HERITAGE #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT, 459-1528 
Hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm; & Sun, 1-5 pm. Admission by 
donation, suggested donation $2, 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 AVE,, 453-9100 Per- 
manent exhibits include “Wild Alberta” exploring Alberta's 
natural habitat; Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture; The 
Natural History Gallery, examining historic geographical 
changes in Alberta. Hours: Mon-Sun, 9am-Spm. info: www. 


MONTH, 7:30 PM. RIVERDALE HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Info: 





467-1285. 

RODA DE CAPOEIRA SATURDAYS, 1-2 PM, CAPOEIRA 
ACADEMY, 10540 JASPER AVE,, 709-3500 A free performance 
of Capoeira, a Brazilian mix of dance, martial arts and music, 
invented by Africarslaves. Info: www.capoeiraedmonton.ca. 


THEATRE 


THE AMAZE-0-NAUTS MUST DIE! JAN 3-12, 8 PM. SAT 
MATINEE 2PM. VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. World 
premiere, presented by Bedlam Theatre Concem. Tickets 
$16.50, $12.50 student/senior, at TIX or the door. 

THE CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL JAN 22-26, THIRD SPACE, 
11516-103 ST., AND 2ND PLAYING SPACE, TIMMS CENTRE, U OF 
A CAMPUS Shows include Fish Eyes and The Misfits Project 
by Anita Majumdar, WATER by Kenneth Brown, and a solo 
interpretation of Hamlet by Raoul Bahenja. Presented by 
Workshop West Theatre. Festival passes $56, $36 student/ 
senior, single tickets $18, $14 student/senior, at TIX. 
MACGREGOR’S HARD ICE CREAM AND GAS JAN 24-FEB 
10, 8 PM, SUN MATINEE 2 PM, VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 
AVE. By Daniel Macdonald. After the death of the family 
patriarch, a Saskatchewan prairie family looks to bury their 
past and move on. Tickets $22 at TIX or at the door. 

THE MIGHTY CARLINS JAN 10-20, 8 PM. THIRD SPACE, 
1516-103 ST. Workshop West presents Collin Doyle's play 
about the tempestuous reunion of Leo Carlin and his two 
adult sons. Tickets $18-S23 at TIX or at the door. Info: www. 


workshopwest.org. 
RAPID FIRE THEATRE BEVERY FRI & SAT, 11 PM. VARSCONA 


THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE., 448-0695 TheatreSports 
Fridays, Chimprov Saturdays. $10 at the door. info: www. 
rapidfiretheatre.com. 


LIVE COMEDY 


; 448-0695 Teste lpm. Cimon Sat gm 


$10 at the door, 
THE COMEDY FACTORY #408, 3414 GATEWAY BLVD, 


469-4999 JAN 4 & 5 Brian Work. Regular showtimes Thu& 
ko ppimigts bins, 2 Fea 
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Send us a letter. 
letters@see.greatwest.ca 


No lability. 18+. Restrictions may apply - 


Meet SEXY, WILD Guys! 
780-665-6666 


403-770-0776 


Edmonton is: .0::.10: 


780-669-2323 


1-900-548-4444 


“Free trial not applicable to #CHAT calls. No liability. 18+. Restrictions may apply. tPlus airtime for Rogers Fido. 


eVine. 


JERSON ALS: 
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1-900-451-1441 


| MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

| THE APTLY-NAMED CHASTE- 
BERRY WILL PUT THE KIBOSH 
| ON THAT PESKY MALE SEX 





; * 403-770- 0990 
1-888-482-8282 


Dial #CHAT (#2428) with Bell, 
Rogers or Fido. catis cost 79¢/min’ 


Mobile pay, text “QUEST” to 77003 






Calgary 





Other Cities 

















$5.00/10min 

















SEX ALL-NATURAL ERECTION-KILLERS | 687 words 


How to Torpedo Your Guy's Libido 


DRIVE--AND IT’S GOOD FOR 
TREATING PMS AS WELL! 





Dear Josey: 

Do you know of any herbs or ho- 
meopathic remedies that would 
decrease an overactive sex drive? 
Would they work equally well on 
menason women? ~ 

In Overdrive 


Dear In Overdrive, 

Testosterone drives the libido, so 
the main goal here is to lower the 
testosterone and raise the estrogen 
level, but you have to be careful—it's 
a tricky balance and it doesn’t work 
the same way with men as with 
women. 

Helen Young, an herbalist in To- 
ronto, says the best approach, before 
you go taking any chemicals or sup- 
plements is to check for nutritional 
difficulties and adjust your diet ac- 
cordingly. She also says there may be 
paradoxical results with herbal treat- 
ments. Some of the herbal therapies 
meant to calm the testosterone-pro- 
ducing glands may actually raise 
testosterone levels, depending on an 
individual's chemical response. You 
have to see what works for you. 

Young suggests trying chasteberry, 
once called Monk’s Pepper as it was 
known to calm sexual desire in men. 
Young says the herb has a balanc- 
ing effect on hormones as it works 
through the pituitary, the master 
gland that regulates hormone lev- 
els in the body. Black willow (which 
also helps with kidney and bladder 
problems, and headaches) is anoth- 
er herb that has a long reputation for 
calming an overactive libido. 

Note that chasteberry does not 
have the same effect on women, 
though it can be useful for treating 
PMS, infertility, and irregularities in 
the menstrual cycle. Don't use it if 
you are pregnant or lactating, how- 
ever. Angelica is another herb that 
cuts sex drive, but Young cautions 
than men should not take this herb 
for very long. Always check with a 
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qualified herbalist before trying 3, 
herbal remedies. 

Apparently, marjoram (not iu 
stuff you sprinkle in your stew }! 
rather the essential-oil form) \, 
also chill out your sex drive. It's jj 
good for PMS. You can burn the, 
and inhale the fumes or use it] 
massage oil. A couple of warning! 


aetiitentiede 


marjoram oil can control sexyfl 
desire, but regular use can perm 
nently numb erotic sensations 3) 
impair sex drive and sexual fu; 


tion. Do not use marjoram in e,/ 
pregnancy or in high doses as it ;_ 
have a narcotic effect. I can hear ty 
stampede now. 

Folks, again, I can't stress th 
enough: don't fool around with hey 
or essential oils without talking | 
someone qualified. You can siart \j 
inquiring at your local health fog 
store. 


I 


| 


Dear Josey: 
This is hard to talk about. Ty 
first time I had sex was with r 
cousin (he was 14 and I was {ij 
and while I don’t feel scarred ft 
this, it does creep me out a lit(/ 
sometimes. Is it common { 
first-time sexual experiences | 
be with a sibling or cousin arouy 
the same age? 7 
More Than Kissing Cousins | 


Dear More: 
Oddly, there aren't a lot of pode 
first-time experiences with sibling 
or cousins. Then again, eamnitingy 
teenage sex play is tough eno 















this society—never mind thr 
in the taboo of incest—I doubt we 
have stats anytime soon. Which 
too bad, given the number of peo; 
who've admitted to me that the 
earliest sexual experiments (if i. 
their first experience of full-on inlél 
course) were with friends, sibling” 
or cousins. It's probably more co 
mon than we think, and maybe 
more people knew this, there wo 
be less shame surrounding it. 

After all, it makes sense. You'ren 
old enough to pick up at_a bar, 4 
you can only experiment so mil 
with Barbie and Ken. So you we 
with what's available: friends or fat 
ily members who are the same 4 
and curious about the same thitf 
Of course, there's a huge differe 
between mutual “I'll show you 
if you show me yours” explorat! 
and having someone (family or ® 
erwise) force you into it. That's} 
plain rape. 

In your case, rather than feeling 
olated and exploited, you’re cree 
out because you realized later its 
socially acceptable to do your col! 
But really, if you’re not scarred 
this incident, as long as youTé 
planning a wedding and kids, you 
probably okay. 


' 
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SEX ADVICE 11258 words 


GAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 
uy MOTHER GAVE ME DISNEY 
ITIES FOR CHRISTMAS! 


m 19, female, bisexual, and have 
een with the same guy for a year 
and things are great. I came home 
for Christmas and he went to his 
ents’ house, and I'll see him in 
few weeks. For Christmas, my 
mom got me some typical “mom” 
 gifts-socks and underwear—but 
the panties had Disney princesses 
on them. I feel like a pedophile just 
owning them! I get it: She doesn't 
_ ike the idea that I might be having 
sex, especially with the alarming 
ate that babies are popping out of 
enage girls. But come on! 
Holiday Blues 


Even if Mom was trying to send you 
coded message—and I am not con- 
¥inced of that—you can turn the lem- 
of your mother's disapproval into 
he lemonade of a good, safe sex life. 
So Mom is not happy about her daugh- 
er being sexually active—that's too bad 
for Mom, right? Show Mom that her 
[Bears were misplaced by making sure 
jou don’t get your 19-year-old ass 
mocked up or knocked around. 
As for feeling like a pedophile, HB, 
here's nothing pedo about a 19-year- 
id bi chick in Disney-princess under- 
ants. A little girl in those panties is 
nnocent and darling. A sexually active 
)-year-old in those panties is ironic 
d daring. (A quick poll of straight 
hen—or man, as the sample size was 

















(ER USE MEDIA CODE: 1754 
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FREE 


small—also revealed that 100 percent 
consider 19-year-old bisexual girls in 
Disney panties “sexy as fucking hell.”) 
So when your boyfriend eats your 
pussy through a pair of your new Dis- 
ney underpants—when he filters your 
vaginal secretions through an image 
of Jasmine or Ariel or Belle—he will 
not only be helping you assert your 
right to sexual fulfillment despite your 
mother's disapproval, HB, but helping 
you deconstruct a patriarchal hetero- 
normative discourse that reifies female 
purity and holds up female undergar- 
ments as moral status markers. 

To think your boyfriend can ac- 
complish all of that—and strike a blow 
against repressive monarchical sys- 
tems, too—just by eating your pussy 
while you wear your new panties, HB! 
And all you have to do is lie back, pull 
the stick out of your ass, and enjoy. 


Irealize Savage Love is a sex-advice 
column (as evidenced by much vul- 
gar language), but I’m going to ask 
anyway. 

What is your definition of love? 

How do you know if you're in 
“love”? 

How do you know if they're the 
“one”? 
Anonymous 


(1) Love is making out with someone 
after blowing a load on his/her face. 

(2) You know you're in love when 
you're eating breakfast in a restaurant 
together the morning after and you 
suddenly realize that you didn’t wash 
your face when you got out of bed that 
morning and you don't care 

(3) You know he/she is the one when 
he/she realizes that you 've just realized 
that you're eating breakfast in a restau- 
rant the morning after he/she blew a 
load on your face and you didn’t wash 
your face when you got out of bed that 
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he Princess and the Penis 


morning and he/she smiles, leans over 
the table, and gives you a kiss. 


lam a 27-year-old straight male. My 
girlfriend and I are getting serious, 
but one issue stands between us 
and a bright future. I have always 
been paranoid regarding the size 
of my penis. I know from research 
that, when erect, I am just slightly 
to the left of the bell-curve peak. 
I thought I had learned to accept 
this. My renewed feeling of inse- 
curity stems from a comment my 
girlfriend made in an attempt to of- 
fer me some reassurance. 

She girlfriend observed that it 
sometimes hurts when a penis is 
“really huge.” She then let it slip 
that her ex-boyfriend of five years 
was famous in their high school 
due to “locker-room gossip.” I re- 
member from high school that the 
only boys who were the subject of 
locker-room gossip were the ones 
carrying around a third leg. 

Further buttressing my fears, my 
girlfriend confessed that the only 
time her ex-boyfriend's penis hurt 
her was after having three or more 
encounters in a single day. On a 
separate note, my girlfriend likes 
really hard sex. I have had sex with 
more than 30 women in my life 
and I have never run into a girl who 





likes sex as hard as she does. (Ad- 
mittedly, I like this.) Unfortunately, 
I fear that I am not satisfying her 
due to her having been accustomed 
to being roughly used by a man 
with a very large penis. 

I have more information that I 
believe contributes to my feeling 
that she wants a larger penis, but I 
would like to keep this reasonably 
short as I know you are a busy man. 
But my final thoughts are these: She 
says she is having the best sex of 
her life with me. I see two possible 
explanations for this assertion: (1) 
she is telling the truth and really is 
having the best sex of her life with 
me; or (2) she is not satisfied and is 
lying to me and eventually our rela- 
tionship will break down. 

If you are still reading this, then 
you have my sincere appreciation. 
All I seek is your objective opinion, 
however harsh it may be. 


Long Insecure Man Pensive 


Oh my God, LIMP, shut up. I cut your 
letter by four-fifths and it's still fuck- 
ing interminable. If you've managed to 
land a girlfriend who can put up with 
your florid rhetorical style—you don't 
by chance own a comic-book shop 
in Springfield, do you?—you should 
count your blessings and suck up the 
angst about the size of your dick. 


I'm sorry, LIMP, but if your girl- 
friend's assurances about the quality 
of your sex life and her preference for 
average-size cock isn't enough to set 
you at ease, nothing | can say in this 
space is going to do the trick. I’m famil- 
iar with dudes like you—insecure bags 
of slop always harping away about the 
size of their dicks—and there's just no 
debuttressing your fears. Even if your 
girlfriend was a virgin when you met 
and yours was the only dick she’d ever 
laid thighs on, LIMP, you would still be 
paranoid. Stop obsessing about your 
dick, LIMP. Just stop. Your dick is your 
dick and obsessing about size only 
makes you miserable. And verbose. If 
size were all that mattered, Ron Jer- 
emy would be People's “Sexiest Man 
Alive” every fucking year instead of, 
you know, those mouse-dicked moth- 
erfuckers George Clooney and Matt 
Damon and Brad Pitt. If knowing your 
girlfriend used to be with a guy who 
had a huge dick—three or four times 
a day, for five long, pussy-punishing 
years—is more than your fragile ego 
can handle, do your girlfriend a fa- 
vour and dump her now. 

Download Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
www.thestranger.com/savage. 
mail@savagelove.net 
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Private and Erotic Chat with Sexy Locals. 
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130. Coming Events fg130. Coming Events 195. Personals 


EyeScoops.com totally free per- 
sonal ads, all lifestyles. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


NEED EXTRA CASH? Geta 
$1000/ week at home stuffing 
envelopes. Rush self addressed 
stamped envelope to Box 3861, 
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B1 


Main on Whyte 
NEW 


Arts & Crafts Market 
Saturday & Sunday 





NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 


Year Round 


no barriers, debt consolidation, 

interim financing, home pur- 

10 am to 4 Pp m chase, small business start-up. 

Consolidated Mortgage and 

10568-82 Avenue Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 


For booking info 


00. Courses/Classes 
Call 436-8538 
Make money with your voice! Any 
level, Workshops, demos, private 
available. 718-4394 or 


www.creatingvoices.ca 


1040. Careers #g1040. 
= 





Careers 


Careers 








feeds the planet — 
and your soul. 


Want to help make the world a better place? Join the Planet Organic 
Market team of talented and enthusiastic people. We offer a supportive 
work environment, competitive salaries, generous store discounts and 
excellent opportunities for advancement. 


















Currently we have career opportunities for cooks and 
bakers with strong food prep and service skills to prepare 
wholesome and delicious foods from our established 
recipes. You'll work prime day time hours and cook 
exclusively with natural and 100% organic products! 


If you're hungry for a job that’s good for you and 
good for the Earth, please send your resume to 
careers@planetorganic.ca. For more information 
about Planet Organic Market, please visit our 
website at www. planctorganic.ca. 
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400. Courses/Classes 


Teach English 
Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days 


in-Ciass/Oniine/Corresp. 


Job Overseas 
Guaranteed! 


FREE Info Seminar. 
Tuesday @ 7pm, 
10037B - 82 St 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


9700. Support Groups 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


410. Education/Training 


STUDY MASSAGE THERAPY 
every third weekend starting in 
January. Five different campuses 


throughout Alberta. Get your 
RMT, funding available. Apply 
now, Phone 1-877-768-8400; 


www.albertamassagetrain- 
ing.com. 


1005. Help Wanted 


ATTENTION! LOCAL PEOPLE 
NEEDED to work from home on- 
line. $500 - $4,500 Part/Full 
Time. Call Val (780)463-6093 





Bacon in Highlands looking for 
experienced line/prep cook 
contact Cindy 477-2422 





Weekend to End Breast Cancer - 
Events Marketing is Hiring dis- 
tributors NOW for outdoor project 
starting Jan.7, PT/FT, CAR an 
asset Email Resumes to: 
edmontonwebc@ hotmail.comt 
www.eventsmarketing. biz 


500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


AUTO MECHANICS and appren- 
tices required for a medium sized 
central Alberta Ford dealership 
Lamb Ford, Camrose is opening 
a new Fastlane February 2008. 
Contact Doug Hennessey. Phone 
780-672-2411 Fax 
780-672-2440 or email: dhennes- 
sey @lambford.com. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Westem Canada. We are 
also seeking resident technicians 
in Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Wainwright, Athabasca, Cold 
Lake, Bonnyville and Wetaskiwin. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St, 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; cbom @brandt- 
tractor.com. 





CERAMIC TILE, hardwood, lami- 
nate, carpet and lino installers 
needed for busy flooring store in 
Whitecourt, Alberta. Competitive 
wages. Call 780-778-2383 or fax 
780-778-3061 





CLASS 1 LOG truck drivers for 
Sundre, Alberta trucking compa- 
ny. Full-time hours, competitive 
wages. Call 403-638-7425. Fax 
403-638-4378. 





CLASS #1 tank truck drivers with 
off road experience. Catered 
camp job. Two weeks on and one 
week off. Full-time. Fax resume 
with references: 780-523-5833. 





CLASS 1  TRACTOR/bedtruck 
drivers with oilfield experience re- 
quired for north central Alberta. 
Fax current safety tickets, ab- 
stract, and resume to: 
780-333-3334. 





EXPERIENCED PROCESSOR 
Operator, On a Dangle head/cut 
to length. Full-time position 
available in Sundre area. Com- 
petitive wages offered. Contact 





Russ at 403-638-1479. Fax 
403-638-9095 

GRAVEL CRUSHING  Superin- 
tendent, Foremen and Crew 
Members required for mobile ag- 
gregate operation working 
throughout southern = Alberta 


Year round employment. Accom- 
modations supplied! Fax resume 





403-568-1327 or email: ed- 
bom @southrock.ca 

SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper  busi- 
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are ooking. Visit! www.aw- 


na.com/resumes_add 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ENCORE CORING & Drilling is 
currently looking for Field Super- 
visor/Drillers with large diameter 
reverse circulation experience. 
Candidates must be capable of 
supervising and executing all 
field operations as assigned by 
the drilling Superintendent or Rig 
Manager including safety of per- 
sonnel and operations, monitor- 
ing and reporting of rig perfor- 
mance to superintendents and 
client representatives in the field, 
as well as proactively ensuring 
satisfactory job quality and over- 
all rig performance. Candidates 
must also be willing and capable 
of training other personnel on the 
technical aspects and execution 
of large diameter drilling projects. 
The successful candidate will be 
a career-minded team player with 
recent drill experience capable of 
passing pre-employment testing 
including drug screen and medi- 
cal. Wages $36. - $38. per hour. 
Please forward your resume to: 
hr@ensignenergy.com or fax 
780-955-6160. 





HOMEWORKERS NEEDED!! To 
Assemble Products, Stuffing En- 
velopes, Mailing/Processing Cir- 
culars, On-Line Computer Work 
Available. Up to $1,500/Week, 
No Experience Needed! FREE 
Information @ www.WorkFrom- 
Home-Job.com Reference 
6-410. 





SPRUCE POINT Park Associa- 
tion is looking for Marina Con- 
tractor and Gatehouse Employ- 
ees, May 15 - September 15. Ap- 
plication deadline February 11. 
Send resume: Box 276, Kinuso, 
AB, TOG 1KO. Fax 780-775-3810. 
Email: sprucepoint- 
park@gmail.com. For information 
call Linda 780-775-3805. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
is looking for enthusiastic volun- 
teers. Flexible shifts. Rewarding 
experience that helps saves 
lives. Please call 431-8740 





DISTRESS LINE, Youthone.com 
Crisis Chat volunteers get excel- 
lent training, career-related skill 
development, rewarding experi- 
ence and ensure those in need 
will have someone there to 
listen when life hurts, Call the 
Support Network 732-6648 or 
www.thesupportnetwork.com 





HELP to broadcast news nationally 
for the blind and print- restricted! 
Email: edmonton@ 
voiceprintcanada.com, 451-8331 


1600. Volunteers Wante) 


Heart Campaign: Kit assemble;; 
between now and February 209 
we need you! Suit your schedul. 
days/evenings/or weekends. |( 
you are available for three (3) o, 
more hours per week, for three o 
more weeks, Call the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation now and ask 
for Karen or Laura at 451-4545 


—_—_______—__ | 
HOME CARE volunteers visit 
isolated neighbors, go for walks 
help with errands. Call Capita) 
Health Home Care 496-1300 


——————— 
Make a difference in your com 
munity...ElderCare Edmonton js 
looking for volunteers to help wi 
daily activities such as crafts 
card games and socializing, |{ 
you can spare a few hours each, 
week and would like to have tun, 
call 434-4747 Ext.4 





The Ice On Whyte Festival needs) 
volunteers!, 

Have funtJanuary 17-27. Visit 
http://iceonwhyte.comtor cai! 
Angela at 987-0394 for more into 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS needed | 
Can you read this? Many can't! 
Become a tutor and share the gi | 
of reading. Call P.A.L.S. at 
424-5514 to help change a life 
through literacy. Training and 
materials are provided. 


—— 
VOLUNTEERS NEED YOUR 
Leftover Wool and Extra Knitting 
Needles to knit warm items for _ 
other newly arrived immigrants 
Call Lucia 424-3545. ext 230 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To as 
sist new immigrants on a first 
time shopping trip for essentials 
2-3 hrs. occasional, weekdays 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! To 
help Somali children with home- 
work. Begins in September. 2 
Eves/wk. Northside location. Cal 
Judy 424-3545. ext 249. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 1 
teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Flexible day/eve., 
days/wkends, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp. req.,various locations. Cai 
Judy 424-3545 ext. 249 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
clerical duties. Call Judy 
424-3545. ext 249. 


Artist to Artis; 


Musician friendly home seeking 
musicians for roommates. Room 
and board $650/mo. January 
Call 456-7412 or 996-4682 


010. Musicians Availabii 


Hack guitar players seeks mus 
cal endevor. Darren 909-1993 
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2910. Musicians Available 


ry singer/songwriter/rhythm 

layer looking for a band or other 
musicians 10 form band, Phone 
Rob at 499-4705. 


Gount 


sional vocalist looking to 


ofes: 
eo classic rock cover band. Se- 
fous inquiries only. Nevada 
67-7464 


i s tarist 

jinger, songwriter, guitaris 
ee guitarist, lead bassist for 
mew project. Call 758-6593 after 


6:00 pm 

20. Musicians Wanted 
JATSoM Seeking Drummer and 
2nd guitarist have jam space and 


PA.Must have good gear. 
217-5985/6pm leave message 


cM! Ty 


SIC 


Recording Studio 
$132 / Song 
+ Fora 5 Piece Band 


457-6495 


Exp Vocalist Seeks Original 
Rock Band. Infl.S.T-P.,AINC, 
IME. O.L.P. ETC. Pro And Dedi- 
Gated Only 996-3571. 

















FORMER MEMBERS OF BAD- 
SEED. Looking for experienced 
80+ singer/guitar player. 
477-3708. 


Ee 
FREE SET OF STRINGS with 
Guitar setup. St. John's Music 
10452 Mayfield Road 

(780) 452-4810 





Guitar player with jam space is 
1ooking for another guitar player, 
@mummer, bass player and pos- 
'Sibly a singer for occasional fun 
Jamming. Made lead to new 
Band, mostly basic rock, some 
fiard rock, blues, originals, etc. 
Jammin4fun@ hotmail.com 


indie Rock Band looking for key- 
Board/organ player. 
WwWw.myspace.com/failingesther 





ture lead guitarist needed for 

40 covers/original project. 
Kk up vocals needed 
+8277. 


Original rock band seeking pro 
guitarist, Have songs and 
Shows. Travis 974-0558 


Rock band seeks dedicated lead 
Quilarist ages 20/25. listen @ 
Www.myspace,com/dirtyhabit- 


land ph) Jo 238-2994 or Jesse 
03-3744 
























king Alternative Styled Sing- 
longwriter for upcoming gig 
tunities. 

TWhfo@ starkickersound.com 










zzy Ozmunds cover band 
ks bass player. Talent and 
gy are crucial. Incubus, Ran- 
Goldfinger, RHCP. Contact: 
423-2352+Email: 

: tstring73 @ gmail.com 









~ 20 yrs. Experience. Visit 
W.Quitarinstructor.ca or call 


2170. Dance 


Leam Ballroom/Country/Lat- 
in/Swing dance. Professional In- 
struction.t No partner req'd. Pri- 
vate Lessons Available. t 
995-5149 Wedding Prep. 


2200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body & feet 
deep tissue massage by regis- 
tered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 











Christy's outgoing massage. 
Have car, can travel. Fluent in 
German. Call any time. 








MOBILE SPA THERAPY & 
INCALL BODYWORK. -- by Sue 
Quality Massage Therapy ina 
1st Rate Downtown Space. 
(Mobile Avail.) Good Heart 
Good Hands & Good Listener. 
(Feel free to Vent!) 428-1965 or 
920-1965. 


Relaxation Massage integrating 
into Accupressure, Aromathera- 
py, Reflexology. A Gift for your 
good health and well being 
Janina (780)¢238-8108 

Centre 82 #103 8925-82 Ave, 
Edmonton 





RELAXATION MASSAGE 
Outcall. Leena (780)718-6753. 





SWEDISH-CALIFORNIAN 
massage. 20 years experience. 
Old Strathcona. Also evenings 
and weekends. Almasta 
405-8765 





Transformational Massage. 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork with a 20 year 
experienced licensed therapist. 
Janet Lee 780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


3125. Computers/Software 


Karaoke Songs Online. Over 
10,000 Titles. FREE Player and 
Gift Packs. Singles Start at 
$0.99. http://www.tricera 
soft.com/songs.html 


3190. Musical Instruments 


FAST, AFFORDABLE GUITAR 
REPAIRS. Factory trained techni- 
cian. St. John's Music 10452 
Mayfield Road (780) 452-4810 


210. Misc. For Sale 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special 
Sign up online and save $20 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca, 


ALUMINUM SNOW and Tri 
Sports; haul snowmobiles, 
quads, cars, Charmac quality has 
never been so affordable. Don 
Laing Trailers. Hwy’s #12 and 


#53 Ponoka Overpass. 
1-888-210-8400. 
AT LAST! An iron filter that 


works. IronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 


BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring. New, 
still in plastic. Full warranty. Cost 
$1100.; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 





HOT TUB 2007. New still in plas- 
tic wrap. Ozonator, full warranty. 
Cost $8,500. sacrifice for $4,200 
Call 780-265-2426. 


3210. 


HOT TUB/SPA 
tions, with model 
with full warranty, Brand new, still 
in wrapper. Cost $8,900. Sacri 
fic 800. Call 403 767 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
VRIB/36"  Toughrib 
29, Galvalume $.69 sq. ft 
Stock and S/O Colours $.89 sq. 
year warranty 


ALTA 
Builders Supplies 
54 







2007 











Prices! 32) 









NO MONEY DOWN! Dell 
puters! LCD TV's. "Credit builc 
Almost everyone approved 
Quick delivery. No deposit 
*(Must earn $1500.+ employe: 
Order now. 1-877-226-0660 
www.nationalcomputersdi- 
rect.com 








POOL TABLE 1” 3 piece slate, 8 
ft. Professional Series, Solid 
wood with all accessories. Brand 
New, still boxed. Cost $6800. Sell 
$1950. 403-266-0979 











POOL TABLE 1 never 
used, with all ac ories. Cost 
$1790. Call 





THE CONTAINER Guy. 20, 40 
and 48' containers. Also Reefers 


available. Weather, bug and ro- 
dent proof for storage. Will deliv- 
er anywhere. Excellent condition. 
Information phone 780-307-4656, 


Hoot Farm Stuff} 
FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 
20' sea containers. 5’ X 10’ corral 








teel.com. 
HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 


thrashed canola..,Buying wheat 
barley, oats and peas for feed 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252 

HORSE BREEDERS & Owners 
Conference, January 11 - 13 
Red Deer. 17 speakers on a wide 
range of topics for horse owners. 
breeders and professionals. In- 
formation at www.albertahorsein- 
dustry.ca or 403-948-8521 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


20' WIDES on sale now! 3 and 4 
bedroom clearance. Many floor. 
plans to choose from including 
home theatre rooms. Best Buy 
Homes, 1-877-396-5564 








BY OWNER. East central Sas- 
katchewan RM277. 960 acres. 
Exceptional 1820 sq. ft. home. 
2 1/2 car garage, 30 X 40 work- 
shop, 45 X 70 quonset, 24,000 


bu bins, natural gas. $394,000. 
More land available. 
306-761-0654 





INVENTORY BLOWOUT! New 
homes on sale now! Ready for 
immediate delivery. Many sizes 
and styles to choose from. Don't 
miss out Winalta) Homes 
1-866-960-2112. 





JUTLAND RIDGE! Showhomes 
open 12 4 Sundays. New 
homes in Stony Plain now selling. 
Includes home 5 appliances, and 
fully landscaped lot. Winalta 
Homes, 1-866-960-2112 

NEED CASH? Home owner 
mortgage loans. Purchases, re- 
newals, refinances to 100%. Al- 
berta Home Loans Inc. Call today 
1-877-568-0929, Jason Pelletier. 
Pay off debt and start saving! 





Agree? 
Disagree * 


Send us your opinion to letters @see.greatwest.ca 





Cars 
#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
redit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 








Bankruptcy! Rep sion! No 
problem. Call tc id drive 










Call Stephanie. 
delivery 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models, Pro- 
rebuilders, Call 

3. Ca 








DREAMCATCHER = FINANCING 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “O” down. O.A.C. Free de 
livery to BO and Alberta. Apply 
online www.dreamcatcher- 
loans,com, 24/7, 
1-800-910-6402 








NEED A CAR or truck? Good 
credit, bad credit. Want a Visa? 
#1 success rate. Dell 
and Alberta; www.driveh 
ow.com or 1-888-501-1148 





6650. _‘Tires/Parts/Access. 
WRECKING OVER 2000 vehi- 
cles. All makes all models. Cars. 
trucks up to 3 tons. Lots of 4 X 
4's. We ship parts anywhere and 
offer a 90 day warranty. Call 
North-East Recyclers toll free 
1-877-903-3325, Lloydminster. 


BELIEVE! Exceptional Psychics! 
Love Money - Life. 
1-900-783-3800. $3.09 minute 
18+ 1-877-478-4410 for 
Visa/MC/Amex/DirectDeposit; 
www. mysticaiconnections.ca. 


A CRIMINAL RECORD affects 
employment, travel and peace of 
mind. Start this New Year with a 
clean slate. Remove your crimi- 
nal record Pardons/waivers. 
1-800-507-8043; www, pardon- 
granted.ca 


CLEAR CRIMINAL 





RECORDS 
with the National Pardon Centre 
in Calgary. Your peace of mind 
guaranteed. Remove barriers to 


employment, travel, more. Free 
consultations. Call Laura 
1-866-242-2411. Apply online: 


www.nationalpardon.org. 





CRIMINAL RECORD? Why be 
embarrassed or fearful? Cana- 
dian criminal pardon/U.S. travel 
waiver. Uncontested low cost di- 
vorce? Debt recovery? Alberta 
small court claims payout to 
$25,000. 1-800-347-2540. 





CRIMINAL RECORDS Removai 
We guarantee. Free assess- 
ments. U.S. waivers. Peace of 
mind, keeping a job, bondability, 
travel to U.S., custody of chil- 


dren. Apply in 60 seconds. 
1-800-298-5520; www.canadian- 
pardons.ca. 





GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
west.com. BBB member. 
1-877-987-1420. 





PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 





















































CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


JANUARY 3-9 


with THE KID 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) 

This week you'll be tempted to just let the dice roll, but you oughtta be exercisin’ 
self-control. Followin’ your impulses hither and thither is just gonna cause your 
bankroll to whither. If you want your wallet to stay (or get) fat then the best thing 
to do is simply stand pat! 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) 

Normally, when you get an idea, you grab it and run with it so fast, you rarely 

even have time to say “see ya!” This week, however, when you get a notion think 
~ it over for a spell before you put it in motion. If you ask yourself questions and 

take time to listen, you'll immediately see what your plan is missi 


PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20) 

Ever hear of Maslow’s theory of self-actualization? It says that until you've 
secured a roof, food ’n’ bed, you won't get very far in your spiritual.quest. This 
week, give your business your best and save introspection for yournext period of 
rest! 


ARIES (March 21 — April 19) 

The intense fire you carry within can be used either for virtue or, conversely, for 
sin. In this case, the definition of sin is furtherin’ yourself at the expense of 
strangers, acquaintances, friends or kin. Use your flame this week to cook rather 
than burn, and bad karma won't come with the money you earn! 


TAURUS (April 20— May 20) 

Be ready for this week, bull boys 'n’ girls, ‘cause the gods ‘n’ goddesses are 
gonna rock your whole world. “Taurus, you're startin’ to bore us,” they'll say and 
then send a whole lotta excitement your way. It may be good. or it may be bad 
- but it'll definitely be one of the most interesting weeks you've recently had! 


GEMINI (May 21 - June 20) 

You can be pretty impulsive, and this week that’s a good thing, ‘cause success is 
at bein’ hasty'll bring. Don’t think, just jump in the drink, and you'll naturally 
swim instead of sink. Bein’ spontaneous sometimes comes with a cost, but in this 

case, if you hesitate you's lost! 


CANCER (June 21 — July 22) 

Some say Cancers are clingy;.and they often can be, ‘cause they sure do enjoy 
havin’ security. However, this week, someon nna pop up on the scene who'll 
want you to.trade in your for a few magic beans. Don't let this chance go 
‘cause it's r ticket to climb up high in the sky! 










d fat. Don't let that 
happen to you — get out.and carouse this \ oughtta do! 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 

The times at are na 
totally tough. You're an e 
you can walk the k. This week, put thc 


rvive! 


willin’ to s 


much a sell 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 — Nov. 21) 
Cc a 


m nvemavevaal ret - 
NeumMes €as Q not ni are [0 De eve 


uccess came trom 








SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 


Although thi ek 
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Y¥ KIN|OIT 
SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 





Dullsville 
6 Sticks in an overhead compartment 

| Buddy 

4 Wine quality 

5 City whose name means “Eastern 
Capital” 

16 Ain Argentina 

T/ SNL alumnus who swoops to catch prey? 
9 Blasting stuff 

20 Plastic suffix 

21 Tiny opening 

22 Tag shout 

74 Alt-rocker who coos to her fans? 

7] Lauren punched out in an episode of 
“The Sopranos” 

30 Befuddled 

31 In unison 

32 Diplomatic skill 

34 High roller 

37 2008 Democratic presidential hopeful 
whose chances may be extinct? 
4)“In__ Shoes” (Cameron Diaz movie) 
42 Madonna's “__ the Groove” 

43 Miniscule amounts 

44 Kalamata, eg. 

4] College credit source 





48 Fox News political analyst with her head _ 


inthe sand? 

52 Hill of aD.C scandal 

53" _ longer denies all the failures of the 
modern man” (Joy Division lyric) 

54 Body part near the “nariz” 

57 They hand out awards nicknamed “Moon 
Men” 

58 Clinton cabinet member whose nest 
egps are blue? 
62"Sprechen__Englisch?” 

63"A Mighty Wind" actress 





FOR THE BARDS 


FRY, FRY MY PRETTIES! 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


64 Stay on the same topic too long 
65 Gore and Green 

66 Restroom door sign 

67 Ina sneaky way 


11980s NFL kicker Ali__-Sheikh 

2 Former Starbucks CEO Smith 

3 “Sorry!” space 

4"Lemme think for a moment...” 
5 Erections with ribbons wrapped around 
them 

6 Shortest Beatle 

7 Available for rent 

8 Home of Will Rogers World Airport, for 
short 

9 Casper’s st. 

10 Bono and Corleone 

1] Selected by committee, perhaps 
12 Yearly celebration: abbr. 

13 Drink that lets baristas create 
“foam art” 

18__tip 

3B*_ toMy Socks” (Pablo Neruda 
poem) 

24 Jay-Zhit"__Get A...” 

3 Com Nuts flavoring 

26 Major follower? 

77 Composer in a “Switched-On” 
record series 

28 Arthur of court history 

79 Damaging substances 

32 Makes firm 

BFitting 

35 Writer Tarbell and actress Lupino 
36 After, before words 

38 DVR with a “Green Screen of 
Death” message 

39 Skydivers’ necessities 

40 “The lady __protest too much, 
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‘Tom the 
DANCING 
BuG 





S, ~~ Z 
-~SMUGGLERS’ CAPE— 
nh. VOLIV: Anak With Underwoads !" 


What 
happened? 





Lam ALL-POWERFUL! 
1 demand faic 










By i 
RUBEN j 
BOLLING 


My only chance to intercept 
them before he leaves the 





He's kidnapped Polly, and he's 
getting away ! 
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I'm not just "The 
| Word Guy" anymore! 








Nothing happens without my 
mighty pen! My thoughts, 
my words, my ideas control 


T have stopped all action to 
prove my ultimate power / 
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Tell you what -- 
you wanna come 
tothe after- 

comic party ? 


























methinks” 

45 Long. crosser 

46 Consecutively 

47°__ itthe truth?” 

48 Kafka character Gregor__ 

49 Before 

50 When doubled, a phrase of solace 

5] Played shows during the Writers’ Guild 
Strike 

54 Follow the rules 

55 “Hate on Me" singer Scott | 
56 Part of CD-ROM 
59 “I'monto you!” | 
60 Skater Brandon Margera’s nickname | 
61, in the Neighborhood of Make-Believe | 
©2007 Jonesin’ Crosswords 
(editor@jonesincrosswords.com) | 


Send usa letter. 
letters@see.greatwest.ca 











WELTSCHMERZ | Visiting Hours 






MAAN, THATS A DOWNER. 
THE Cl4 TRIED 10 BREAK 
ME BY SHOWING PICTURES 
OF DONYA AND CELIA, 
TOGETHER IN BED... 


ANYTHING (S POSSIBLE wily 
PHOTOSHOP. ANYTHING 1S 
POSSIBLE WITH PHOTOSHOP. 
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE WITH 
PHOTOSHOP. ANYTHING 15 
POSSIBLE WITH PHOTOSHOP. 
(5 POSSIBLE will 
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Vi Martin, and Nat Glasier (middle) are twirled by their partners on the dance floor during the 
Whirlaways Christmas dance at St. Angela’s Hall in Edmonton. | PHOTO BY JASON SCOTT 








RST PERSON + EDMONTON STORIES » BY VINCE WILLIAMS] 647 WORDS 


\ Sensitivity 
) Training 


| PLEASE WE'RE ONLY FRIENDS! 





| got my first important writing dee 
on at the bottom of a toboggan run. 
was nine years old. 

The track ran parallel to the High 
evel Bridge, nestled just under the 
jouth-eastern edge. The run. was 
ng and steep. As a bonus, the last 
ction dropped off a little, mean- 
that an already nervous-mak- 
g/thrill-stoking ride finished with 
gravity-defeating, stomach-tickling 
op into space. 

The terminal dip also meant that 
ou couldn't see the bottom of the 
n from the top, which provided 
‘© Opportunity for a conspiracy in 
hich I participated as an obedient 
€sser entity on a hill populated by 



















the snow at the bottom of the hill, 
*n scampered up to the top in time 
bid a pair of colleagues on a metal 
ebogean a hearty bon voyage. They 


zs final third, then reappeared mid- 
: limbs askew, as if they had been 
ught in a Calvin and Hobbes panel. 


Ider boys. A group of us dug a pit — 


We chortled merrily. There! We had 
leveraged the practical aspects of 
physics to our own sweet advantage. 

That's what boys do. They lever- 
age for advantage, regardless of how 
pointless the advantage, however 
hard-hearted the leverage. When 
you're sitting on top of the heap, you 
don’t ask questions about the quality 
of the heap’s composition or con- 
struction. 

Which is why Jim and I devoted 
so much time to our unexpected 
project. 

Jim was an older boy from next 
door. Although we were not related, 


moments, he could be downright fa- 
therly, in a 16-year-old sort of way 

It had snowed heavily over night 
The hill, which was only a couple of 
blocks from our homes, was waiting 
to be tested. 

It must have been early: we were 
evidently the first people to make it 
to the bottom of the hill, where a vast 
plain of deep, freshly fallen snow lay 
before us blindingly. And beckon 
ingly. “Mark me,” it whispered. 

But what to do? We could have 
peed on it, of course, but who would 
have noticed? 

So we began to stomp our names 
out in the snow in huge letters that 
could be read from the top of the hill. 
When others arrived, they would 
know that we had been there first 
and, therefore, were infinitely more 
worthy than they. 

A draftsperson would have been 
proud of our beautiful, finely formed 
block letters. When we had to move 
between letters, we walked gingerly, 
so as not to disturb the aesthetic pu- 
rity of our efforts. We even shortened 
my first name so that everything 





Williams’?” | asked 
“No,” replied Jim 


“People might 


think we we're fags.” 

I took a walk under the bridge re- 
cently. Time, nature, and our preoc- 
cupation with safety have changed 
the old toboggan run. Now it's bent 
and pocked with saplings, no longer 
fit for sled or inner tube. My my, | 
thought, nine years old was a long 
time ago. 

1 seldom hear the word “fag” any- 
more. Fewer are threatened by the 
news that a guy wants to kiss and/ 
or love another guy. The sizable re- 
mainder have grown more cautious, 
but their feelings leak as they scram- 
ble to the top of their shabby heaps. 
There are plenty who wouldn't dream 
of uttering that three-letter word but 
who nevertheless laugh at fey man- 
nerisms, who whisper conspiratori- 
ally “He’s gay!" Confront them, and 
they tell you that you're taking things 
too seriously. 

Jim was doing his part to make sure 
I received my informal training—you 
got it too—in lines that shouldn't be 
crossed. What I learned, however, 


......... . VNTT NON T ACL 








we happened to share a surname. 
Jim tolerated my company when my 
youthful ignorance wasn't too em- 
barrassing. In his more charitable 
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would be symmetrical. It said: 
JIM VIN 
WILLIAMS 


“Shouldn't it say ‘im AND Vin 


J DON’T ASK 


) ABOUT THE QUALITY OF THE IE HEAP'S COMPOSITION. 


was the power of three-letter words 


like “and”... and that it matters how 
you say them. 
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1* Person 
Edmonton’s Stories 


SEND US YOUR 
STORIES. 





















OF ROADSIDE 


albertapontiac.com 


You COULD WIN UP TO 
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WITH DEALS LIKE THESE. 
IT PAYS TO BE CANADIAN. 


Take advantage of our strong dollar. Along with our award w 
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